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Generd Remarks

1. Thissupplementary report is based on the Arabic report published in October by the Higher Council for
Children entitled 'The Situation of Children in Lebanon, 1993-1998: the national report of Lebanon on
the implementation of the CRC." Members of the council informed usthat it islargely similar to the
document currently presented to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.

2. The Lebanon State report mentions Pal estinian children in response to the Concluding Obser vations of
the Committee on the Rights of the Child: Lebanon, 07/06/96, CRC/C/15/Add.54. One of the Committee's
recommendations suggests that L ebanon, in cooperation with UNRWA, should seek ways of addressing
the socioeconomic problems of Pal estinian refugees that affect children negatively (para. 40).

3. Two other observations by the Committee are indirectly relevant to Palestinian children: the
recommendation that L ebanon should consider ratifying the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees and
its 1967 protocol (para. 41); the recommendation that relevant international agencies should cooperate with
L ebanon in the reconstruction effort and give priority to displaced persons and refugees (para. 45).

4. The national report of Lebanon refersto Palestinian children in conjunction with the outstanding
problems and obstacles hampering the full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Thisincludes social and economic policies, reconstruction priorities, the nationality law, the personal status
code and 'the interconnection between the political and humanitarian dimensions of the presence of
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and the regional and international responsibility to provide the needed
resources to improve their condition.”

5. Weare pleased to inform you of the annulment, in January 1999, of Decree 478, mentioned in our
previous report, and requiring an exit and entry visafrom resident Palestinians. We commend the L ebanese
government for this step that has facilitated the reunification of families and reinstated the freedom of travel
for Palestinians. We also urge the government to repeal other laws and administrative decrees that are
detrimental to Palestinians and their children, especially those that exacerbate the housing problems of the
Palestinian community.

6. We appreciate the concrete steps taken by the L ebanese judiciary with the promul gation of a series of
laws protecting the rights of children and women. Thisincludes the law enacting compulsory elementary
education, the prohibition of gender discrimination in the workplace, the reduction by half of entrance fees
to tourist sites and museums for children and the disabled, and the protection of detained juvenile deviants.
. Introduction

In this supplementary report on the situation of the Palestinian child in Lebanon, the second presented to
the Committee on the Right of the Child by the Coordination Forum of NGOs working with the Palestinian
Community in Lebanon, we will review the main obstacles still facing the implementation of the Convention
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with additional data on the situation of Palestinian childrenin Lebanon. This report will give particular
emphasisto the legal framework governing the status of Pal estinian refugee children both in international
law and in the domestic laws of Lebanon with the aim of exploring the most effective and practicable means
of instituting mechanisms that will afford Palestinian refugee children in Lebanon (and elsewhere) the
opportunity for maximum benefit from the convention without undue delay.

In the period between our first and second report, 24 147 Palestinian children in Lebanon reached adulthood
without enjoying their fundamental rights because of the absence of any concrete measures to implement
the Convention'sarticles. In parallel with the preparation for thisreport, the NGO Forum held a series of
workshops with Palestinian children of different age groups. Most of the children approached uswith the
question: ‘are there signs that things will improve soon?? We cannot but urge all concerned to seriously
consider immediate measures to break the existing stalemate. Despite the complexity of the Palestinian issue
onthelocal Lebaneselevel aswell ason theregional and international levels, we believe that solutions are
possible and we hope to provide a modest contribution to the exploration of the appropriate venues without
undermining the national interests of Lebanon nor the rights of children in Lebanon, including Palestinians.

In this report we will examine the legal status of Palestinian refugeesin Lebanon and the available
mechanisms for the implementation of the CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (CRC). Wewill
then present a brief summary of the situation of Palestiniansin Lebanon, followed by areview of the
assistance available to Palestinian children, and its scope. In the absence of an official report dealing
systematically with the situation and rights of the Palestinian child, we have attempted to highlight the most
salient problemsin light of the limited information on children that is available to us. Considering these
limitations, we are unable to present a comprehensive review. We also wish to emphasize that our
contribution aims at assisting all concerned, including relevant international agencies and instruments, in
finding appropriate solutions.

[I. Legd Indruments. gpplicability and implementing authority

Asmentioned in the reporting guidelines, the Committee on the Rights of the Child requests information on
the applicable international and domestic lawsin relation to refugee children (Article 22). Accordingly we
present below what we perceive are the main legal issues that affect the status of Palestinian refugeesin
international law and in domestic Lebanese law.

A. International Law

1. Legal Status & Collective Rights

Palestinian refugees are statutory refugees, whose plight emerged as aresult of the decision of the United
Nationsto Partition Palestine (UNGA 181) then under British Mandate and which led to the creation of the
State of Israel and the eviction of the native Arab population from their homeland. Assuch, the
international community has assumed responsibility for the Palestine refugee question since itsinception in
1948.

Over a period spanning more than fifty years, the United Nations enacted a body of resolutions addressing
the collective humanitarian needs, national and political rights of Palestinians. These include resolutions on
the appropriate negotiating framework for resolving the Pal estine question under the aegis of the United
Nations. The earliest decision on Pal estinian refugees deal s with the right of return (UNGA 194) to their
homes and lands in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and related Geneva
Conventions and the right to compensation for losses and damage incurred. UNGA 194 differsfrom
international refugee conventionsin that:

2For the views of Palestinian children see Annex 2



Contrary to the thrust of refugee law, which deals with compensation and resettlement, the
emphasisin the Palestinian caseis on repatriation to their country of origin. The main wish of
Palestinian refugeesis to be allowed to return to their homeland. *

In addition, the United Nations provided refugees with humanitarian assistance, ‘ without prejudice to the
right of return,” through a special agency, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA), created in 1949 (UNGA Res. 302 - 1V) and whose mandate is linked to the
implementation of UNGA 194.

Palestinian refugees are al so vested with a broader set of inalienable national rights since they constitute
part of the Palestinian national entity and enjoy the right to self-determination without external interference
aswell astheright of return (UNGA 3236, 1974). With time, UNRWA has become the guarantor of
Palestinian national rights since Palestinians retain their registration with UNRWA as refugees even if they
have acquired another nationality.

UNRWA's mandate is principally to provide relief to Palestinian refugees. 'It is an operational agency
performing specific tasks of a governmental character.” Its operations are based on two premises 1) the
consent of the state which is host to the refugees 2) to perform arange of tasks on behalf of the
international community with respect to Palestine refugees. UNRWA underlines the importance of both
functions since'UNRWA cannot function in the territory of the state (or in territory controlled by a state)
without its consent. Equally, as an established UN Body, UNRWA has the duty to safeguard the interests of
the United Nations and adhere to the terms of its mandate.”

2. Legal Status & Individual Rights

Most Palestinian refugees are also stateless and are explicitly excluded from the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees and the Convention on Statel ess persons as long as they receive assistance from
UNRWA. On the same basis, they are also explicitly excluded from protection by UNHCR. Asshown
above, UNRWA's mandate does not empower it to ensure protection for Palestinian refugees nor does it
have aclear statute describing its functions like UNHCR. UNRWA's functions have evolved according to
the changing political situation in the region sometimes including protectionary measures but only under
situations of conflict and occupation, such asthe Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982.

Lacking access to international protection mechanisms, Palestinian refugees are especially vulnerable since
their ability to enjoy individual rights appearsto contradict and annul their collective national rights, which
have been recognized on the international level but have yet to berealized. Thiscontradiction reflectsitself
in many arenasincluding their legal statusin Lebanon where accessto civil and social rightsis denied and
perceived as an act of de facto forced resettlement upon L ebanon.

The single instrument available to Palestinian refugees that confers them with civil rightsis the Casablanca
Protocol which was decreed by the Arab League of Statesin 1965 and which gives them the right to equal
treatment with nationalsin the Arab host countries except for citizenship. Lebanon hasratified the
Casablanca Protocol with reservations and amendments but has never fully implemented it.

B. Domestic L egidation and Proceduresreating to Palestinian refugeesin L ebanon

In 1959, Lebanon created the Directorate of the Affairs of Palestinian refugees (Decree 42) under the
Ministry of the Interior and defined its functions (Decree 927) which includes among others:
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1. coordination with UNRWA on relief, shelter, education and hedlth and socia questions
2. provision of travel documents
3. registration of persond status including birth marriage, divorce, marriage annulments, degth,

change of resdence, confession or rdigion
4. Determining the location of refugee camps

L ebanon also established the High Committee for Palestinian Affairs under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(Decree 3909, 1960) which had the function of overseeing political issuesrelating to the Palestinian issue
and the Arab Isragli conflict.

As mentioned above, the Casablanca protocol of 1965 formulated recommendations on the treatment of
Palestinian residents by the member states of the Arab L eague. The recommendations are not
comprehensive but, while pledging to preserve the national identity of Palestinians, they call for the
provision of work permits, employment, freedom of mobility, and residency rights. “The protocol was never
harmonized with the immigration and citizenship laws of the host state, |et alone the international
conventions pertaining to refugees. Whenever conflict arose between national |egislation and
implementation of the Casablanca Protocol, national legislation prevailed.” ®

That iswhy, in Lebanon, Palestinians do not have a clearly defined legal identity within the Lebanese
legislative system. Palestinian refugees can register with the Directorate of Palestinian Affairsonly if they
areregistered with UNRWA but UNRWA is not allowed to register Palestinian refugees who entered

L ebanon after 1956. Registered refugees are classified asforeigners and thus their basic civil, social and
economic rights are implicitly denied under Lebanese law. They are given exceptional treatment in that they
areissued identity and travel documents by the L ebanese authorities, through the Directorate of Palestinian
Affairs. Asother foreigners, Palestinian residents secure employment in Lebanon on the basis of awork
permit and are restricted from the practice of most liberal profession. Unlike other foreign wage-earners a
Pal estinian cannot benefit from end-of-service compensation and social security although these are
deducted from their salaries. Lebanese labor law is based on reciprocity of treatment of Lebanese citizens
by the country from which the foreign worker originates. Thus being stateless, Pal estinians are accorded
fewer privileges than other foreign workersin Lebanon.

C. Concluding remarks & Recommendations.

1. Despite their obvious and separate limitations, there are two authorities entrusted with jurisdiction over
Palestinian refugeesin Lebanon. Their civil rights being the prime responsibility of the L ebanese
government, while their basic right to health, education and relief isthe primary responsibility of the United
Nations as embodied by UNRWA. There are many overlapping areas and coordination mechanisms exist in
L ebanese legislation and in the agreements between Lebanon and UNRWA.

2. The sensitive political climate surrounding the issue of Palestinian presence, and the limited rights
conferred by L ebanon to Pal estinian refugees, indicate that progress towards the full implementation of the
CRC will bevery slow. While the Forum realizesits responsibility to advocate changesin the attitudes
prevailing in Lebanon, by the public and by the authorities, these efforts will necessarily also require time.
In this context, we are pleased to point out that the Coalition of Lebanese NGOs on the Rights of the Child
has adopted a recommendation to integrate the situation of the Palestinian child in their future reports. The
forum welcomes this decision and will cooperate fully in the writing of succeeding NGO reports.

® Zureik, Elia
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Recommendation 1

In view of the above, and despite the holistic nature of the CRC, we propose that UNRWA assume the
position of implementing agency for the CRC in those areas which fall under its mandate while coordinating
with the Lebanese government in those areas that fall under its responsibility.

Recommendation 2

Theresponsibility of the United Nations towards Pal estinian refugees implies aresponsibility to harmonize
the principles of its Conventionswith al its UN organs. We therefore encourage the Committee on the
Rights of the Child to explore with UNRWA the appropriate mechanisms that will harmonize its policies with
the Convention. We believe that once thiswill occur, the existing cooperation mechanisms between
UNRWA, its donor agencies, the host governments and other UN bodies will lead to progressin the
implementation of the CRC with regard to Palestinian refugee children.

Specifically, we recommend that the CRC, as a United Nations convention, should constitutea frame of
reference for UNRWA's actions with Palestinian children and that it should be explicitly incorporated asa
guiding principle for its general policies, in line with the measures adopted by UNHCR’. Assuch UNRWA's
policy decisions and its budgetary allocations should give primary consideration to the best interests of the
Palestinian child falling under its jurisdiction, and should develop and strengthen the appropriate
participation mechanismsfor Palestinian children in UNRWA's programs, particularly in the area of
education.

[11. Characterigtics of the Palestinian Population in Lebanon:

Population Size & Distribution

Asof 31 December 2000, there was atotal of 380,072 Palestinians registered with UNRWA in the Lebanon
field. They constitute 10% of the total number of registered refugees with UNRWA and 11.1% of the
estimated population of Lebanon®.

More than half of the registered Pal estinian popul ation (198,369) currently livesin 12 camps administered by
UNRWA (see attached Annex 1, Table 2) which are overcrowded and with inadequate basic services such
aswater, electricity and sanitation. The camps are subject to strict restrictions on construction. These
restrictions are implemented by army roadblocks, positioned at the entrances of the camps. In Tyre, the
freedom of movement of the camp population is closely regulated (see Annex 2, page 3 for the views of
children).

UNRWA has surveyed 14,615 unregistered persons living within the boundaries of its camps. Fourteen
other locations, with an estimated population of 32,000, constitute informal camps that are not served by
UNRWA and suffer from substandard environmental conditions.

It isdifficult to ascertain the exact geographic distribution of the Palestinian population, although most live
within the camps or their vicinity. UNRWA figures on camp dwellers (see Table 2) show that they are
distributed asfollows: Beirut & the Greater Beirut Area 21.6 %, Sidon (Saida) 25.75 %, Tyre 24.16%, Tripoli
19.98%, Begaa 3.38%.

Poverty Levels:

Since 1992, UNRWA has estimated that 60% of Palestinian refugeesin Lebanon live below the poverty line.
Data compiled in 1996 suggest that proportions may be as high as 80%°. Special hardship casesin Lebanon,
receiving exceptional assistance from UNRWA, constitute 10.76% of the population (nearly 10,363 families

"UNHCR, Refugee Children: Guidelines on Protection and Care, Geneva, 1994
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which would encompass some 20,000 children) as compared to 5.54% of the total SHCs served by UNRWA
in al fields of operation. This category includes 3688 widows, many of whom are heads of households.
Work and Income Levels

It isestimated that only 5% of the Palestinian work forcein Lebanon are regularly employed of whom only
0.16% have work permits. The remainder are employed by UNRWA, NGOs or work regularly in sectors not
requiring work authorization such as agriculture, animal husbandry or small enterprisesin the camps
(Shaaban, 1996). All other working Palestinians are under employed casual laborers working in the
agriculture and construction sectors. They average 15 working days per month and earn incomes ranging
from $44 to $58 per month. It is estimated that 2.4% of Palestinian children aged 7-14 years are working as
compared to 1.6% among their Lebanese counterparts. Women form the bulk of the unemployed Palestinian
work force, encompassing 80% to 92% of adult women according to UNRWA statistics, bearing in mind that
UNRWA uses a broad definition of employment which includes seasonal wage labor. A third of working
women are heads of households and secure very low incomes with 69% of femal e headed households
earning below minimum wages as compared to 26% of the average Pal estinian household which usually
relies on several income earners™.

The most recent study on Palestinians in Lebanon was conducted in the spring of 1999 by FAFO, the
Norwegian Institute for Applied Sciences™. Itsinitial findings on employment and income levels
corroborate the data collected in earlier surveys. The levels of poverty are confirmed as being high since
seven in ten Palestinian households fall in thetwo lowest income brackets as compared to two in ten among
Lebanese. None of the Palestinian households surveyed in the FAFO study belonged to the two uppermost
income brackets. In addition, income diversification islow and the contribution of transfers from relatives
working abroad is slight with one-half of Palestinian households depending on one source of income. On
employment, it concludes that there islow labor force participation (42%) mainly due to low female
participation (17%). Most important, educational levels do not affect unemployment averages.

IV Specid Protection Measures: Refugee Children (Article 22)

Children constitute 35.5% (134,945) of the Pal estinian population registered with UNRWA in the Lebanon
field (see attached Annex 1, Table 1). It should be noted that UNRWA's registration figures include those
refugees who are temporarily residing outside L ebanon, for work or study or even emigration purposes but
who have elected to remain registered with the Agency and to retain their refugee status. It is estimated that
this category encompasses 60,000 to 100,000 refugees. This migrant group consists mainly of adults rather
than families. Enrollment figuresin Elementary and Preparatory Schools (see attached Annex 1, Table 4),
along with school drop-out rates and estimated norn-enrollment, indicate that around 15% of registered
children could be currently living outside L ebanon.

While Palestinian children have access to L ebanese public schools, vacancies are understandably limited.
However, as mentioned previously, Palestiniansin Lebanon cannot benefit from public health services and
from social security.

In addition, unregistered refugees whose exact numbers are unknown but are estimated at 50,000 are not
eligible for UNRWA services.

Along with UNRWA which isthe main service provider, the Palestine Red Crescent Society (a PALESTINE
LIBERATION ORGANISATION (PLO) ingtitution) offers medical care and hospitalization, and at least 29
NGOs provide avariety of services, educational and development activities targeting children, youth and
women.
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Beyond these limited venues, Palestinian children are unable to enjoy the full scope of rights as set forth by
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

A. Protection and Humanitarian Assistance

Asrequested in the report guidelines concerning Article 22, we provide below a description of the services
available to Palestinian refugees, the number of children benefiting from these services and the number of
staff involved in their delivery

1. Services Provided by UNRWA: 2
TheRight to Life, Survival and Development (Article 6)

Pal estinian refugees and their children are highly vulnerable because they are excluded from all international
protection. However, there is no question that UNRWA's services have provided the Palestinian child with
the ability of enjoying many of the rights set forth by the Convention, especially the right to education and

to health.

The major problem facing UNRWA is a chronic funding shortage that has undermined its regular program in
recent years (see Table 5 for a comparison between budgeted and actual expenditures). UNRWA was
forced to adopt austerity measures that have been detrimental to the Palestinian population at large and to
Palestinian children in particular since basic education isits biggest program and constitutes 52% of its
budget. Austerity measures have included restrictions on hiring teachers and doctors that have led to
sharp risesin class attendance and patient staff ratios. UNRWA has also reduced hospitalization
alocations and frozen university scholarships as well as shelter rehabilitation for the displaced. The impact
of these cutbacks on Palestinian children is described under the relevant articles below. However, the
situation asit stands seriously threatens the scope and quality of all UNRWA services and the ability of
Palestinian children to enjoy the limited rights within their reach.

Recommendation 1: We urge the Secretary General of the United Nations to undertake an immediate and
special effort at solving the structural crisis of UNRWA's budget, in order to stop the deterioration of
education, health, and welfare services for Palestinian refugees until ajust and durable political settlement is
reached in accordance with UN Resolution 194."

Recommendation 2: We urge UNRWA to highlight the best interests of the child and the child'sright to life,
survival and development especially initsfund-raising campaigns with international donorsand in its
reports to the General Assembly.

a. UNRWA Health Services

UNRWA's medical care services consist of primary health (25 centers), maternal and child health,
immunization programs and school health aswell asin-patient hospital care partially covered by UNRWA.
The average daily consultation per medical officer at UNRWA is 91 patients.

During 1999-00, UNRWA provided the following health services for children: (disaggregated data on
childrenis not available in primary health care and hospital care):

Child hedlth care
Infants under age 1 newly registered 4579
Children age 0-3 under supervision 13,257

2For UNRWA's budgets 1997 through 2000 see Table 5
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Expanded immunization for infants
From 4, 140 to 4,418 children

School Hedlth

School entrants examined 4010
Booster vaccinations 15,474

Recommendation: We urge UNRWA to provide disaggregated dataon all health services delivered to
Palestinian children spanning the ages O - 18, including hospital care.

b. UNRWA Education Program

UNRWA has provided an inval uable contribution to the education of Palestinian refugees, who have
enjoyed higher educational standards than prevalent in most Arab countries. Thisisillustrated by falling
illiteracy rates among women. In Lebanon the incidence of illiteracy and semi-literacy has dropped from 78%
among Palestinian women aged 45 to 60 years to 13% among younger women aged 15 to 19 years™.

UNRWA's education program follows the same structure and curriculum as government schools and would
therefore benefit from all improvements and revisionsin the school curricula of Lebanese schools pertaining
to the principles and val ues of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. (CRC/C/15/Add. 54, para. 33")

UNRWA's education program includes general education, teacher education and technical education.

General education
The basic education program consists of a six-year elementary cycle (36 schools), athree-year
preparatory cycle (35 schools) and atwo-year secondary cycle (3 schools). Thelatter isan
exceptional service offered only in Lebanon field due to the high cost of private secondary
schools.

During the 1997-98 school year, the rates of enrollment for registered Palestinian children were
62.7% at the elementary level, 74.9% at the preparatory level and 21.8% at the secondary level
(Table 4). Asthe main provider of education for Palestinian children in Lebanon, UNRWA schools
accounted for 78% of all enrolled Palestinian students while 3% were attending L ebanese
government schools and 9% were in private schools. Inthe 1960s, UNRWA became one of the
first school systemsin the Middle East to achieve equitable enrollment for boysand girls. Enrolled
female students in Lebanon constituted more than half of the student force (50.9%) in June 2000,

Thetotal enrollment during the academic year 1999/00 consisted of 41,153 children with a staff of
1,353.5 teachers.

Teacher education
UNRWA offers apre-service training program consisting of atwo-year post secondary course
leading to atwo-year teaching diploma. In the 1999/00 academic year 105 teachers (75 women, 30
men) were enrolled in this course.
UNRWA also providesin-service teacher training courses that included 49 participantsin the
1999/00 academic year.

* Refugee Study Program, A Review of Palestinian Women's Situation in L ebanon, Journal of Refugee
Studies, Val. 10, Nol 3, Oxford University Press, September 1997
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Technica education

This consists of the Siblin Training Center which offers two year post preparatory coursesin
various vocations. 494 boys and 125 girls were enrolled in the 1999/00 academic year

c. Social Services

UNRWA offers an assistance program for familiesin the Special Hardship Category who do not have an
able-bodied adult male and recently for those families who have noincome. The program services 8,261
families which, because of congested living conditions, are amix of nuclear and extended families and can,
according to UNRWA, include up to four generations. Among them 1524 families encompass 4006 widows,
and 108 families encompass 276 orphans.

UNRWA also runs support programs for the disabled but does not specify the number of children who fall
under this program

Recommendation: We call on UNRWA to provide data on the number of children aged 0-18 years who are
included in the Special Hardship Category, and in the programs for the disabled thiswill help to provide
more focused information on the situation of children in the least favorable conditions.

2. Services Provided by the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS)

PRCS delivers health services through nine hospitals and 15 clinics with atotal capacity of 200 beds. Their
staff consists of 200 doctors and 250 nurses. UNRWA contracts 38% of PRCS bed capacity.

PRCS offers primary health care for children from 0 to 18 and receives referrals from UNRWA of children
aged 0-14 suffering from seasonal illnesses. PRCS hasto struggle to maintain average standards of
treatment due to fund reductions by the PLO, very low salaries (ranging from $200 to 300/Mo. for medical
staff) and equipment shortages. Although equipped with incubators, PRCS hospitals cannot provide
intensive care or emergency treatment and therefore have to refer their patientsto hospitalsin their vicinity.
They alsolack advanced equipment for the detection of chest and lung infections although these are the
most common diseases among their patients.

During 2000, PRCS admitted 18,714 patients into its hospitals and conducted 6,055 surgical operations. No
separate datais available asto the number of children within these categories.

3. NGOsworking with Palestinian refugees

There are 29 principal NGOs working with the Palestinian community”’, covering all the camps as well as
many informal squatter areas. They employ 900 men and women on afull-time basis and 633 part timers.
Funding for projects with children, particularly pre-school, has been falling in recent years. Most NGOs
reported adrop of 25% in the grants provided by international donor agencies. The main NGO programs
targeting childre are asfollows:

Pre-school Education
80 Kindergartens and two nurseries
10000 children

Technical and Vocational Training
31 centers offering mainly short -term training
6400 young trainees

YWelfare Association and Norwegian People's Aid, Guide to Non-Governmental Organizations Active in
Palestinian Campsin L ebanon, Beirut, June 2000




Cultural/Recreational Activitiesand Programs
at least 2000 youths

Health servicesand servicesfor the disabled
8 health care centers and 5 dental clinics
4 physiotherapy centers
7 centersfor disabled children (approximately 400 children annually)
The Health Fund - surgery assistance for 50 children annually

B. TheRight to Health and Welfare (Article 24)

1. Salient Health Problems among Children

Acute poverty levels, unhealthy living conditions and limited resources for Palestiniansin Lebanon,
hasled to limited services for disabled children, high incidence of communicable disease and relatively
high rates of malnutrition.

Situation of the mentally and physically disabled child

Disability affects 2888 Palestiniansin Lebanon. The main causes of disability are congenital (39.4%) and
disease (35.4%). War related causes are linked to 16.3% of disabilities. Onefifth (578) of the disabled are
children aged 0-14 in addition to an additional 8% aged 15 - 19 years. It can therefore be assumed that at
least 25% of the disabled are aged 0-18 years. The majority of children suffer from disabilities due to
congenital causes (nearly 75%) and disease (nearly 17%). The preponderance of congenital disabilities
indicates serious problems at the level of pre-natal, neo-natal and post-natal care. More than 50% of the
disabled aged 10 to 18 years of age areilliterate, in line with the aggregate illiteracy rates of all the disabled
(53.8%). No separate datais available on mental disability and educational levels. Medical services catering
for the disabled are few and substandard. Training and educational opportunities are also limited (only 0.6%
of all the disabled have attended some form of vocational training although 22% are working, of whom 3%
hold work permits). Gender variances are not available®

Child Morbidity

For environmental reasons the incidence of communicable diseases is high among Palestinian childrenin
Lebanon (asisthe case for all Palestinian refugeesin theregion). Thisincludes morbidity linked to acute
respiratory infections because of overcrowded and poorly ventilated housing with 44% of children under
five suffering from either cough or cold or both with around a quarter suffering from fever or breathing

difficulties. Diarrhea disease with complications was found to affect 87% of cases surveyed in a 1996 study.
19

PRCS indicates that the most prominent illnesses among children are pneumonia, bronchitis and influenza.
Thereisahigh incidence of rheumatism amongst children from the poorest families dueto humid and poorly
ventilated housing.

Malnutrition and Under nourishment
According to theinitial findings of the FAFO survey, 5% of Palestinian children aged 1 to 3 yearsold are
mal nourished compared to less than 1% in the camps of Jordan with another 4% falling in the group of

18Coordination Forum for NGOs working in the Disability Field, Results of the Palestinian Disability Card
Survey, Beirut, Aprll 2000
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vulnerable children as compared to 2% in Jordan®® UNICEF also indicates that there are high rates of hidden
hunger or micro-nutrient deficiency at 30% of registered Palestinian children.”

Recommendations: 1) We repeat our call for the provision of works permits to Palestiniansin Lebanon, in
line with other foreign workers, in order to improve the community's economic situation. 2) We also urge the
L ebanese government to facilitate programs that aim to upgrade environmental conditionsin UNRWA
camps. 3) We urge UNRWA to raise its health budget taking into consideration the best interests of the
child. 4) we urge all concerned organizations including PRCS and NGOs to provide disaggregated dataon
children. Thisis particularly important in relation to monitoring the health situation of children (especialy
hospitalization, surgery and the causes thereof).

2. Standard of Living (Article 27, paras 1-3)

As mentioned above, UNRWA camps have become highly congested since they were first established in
the 1950s. Only 58% of households have access to sewerage facilities and most families live under highly
cramped conditions. The construction of housing within UNRWA campsin Lebanon is restricted athough
the population has grownthreefold sinceits arrival in Lebanon and, in the interim, haslost onefifth of
official refugee camp areas. Asaresult, the three camps that were destroyed during the war in Lebanon (Tel
El Zaatar, Jisr El Basha, Nabatiyeh) have not been reconstructed nor replaced. In 1995, plans by the

L ebanese authorities and UNRWA to erect a replacement camp generated widespread political controversy
and were quickly shelved.

The housing crisisis further complicated by Lebanon's post-war reconstruction plans. UNRWA has been
notified that hundreds of houses within the limits of many camps will be demolished for that purpose. The
most recent notification concerns the Al Buss camp in Tyre where over 250 houses will soon be razed to
build a highway on the outskirts of the camp.

A recent survey sponsored by UNICEF indicates that more than 79% of Palestinian children (inside and
outside UNRWA camps) belong to large households consisting of 6 persons or more, although the average
size of aPalestinian family is 4.8 persons. With only afew exceptions, these large familieslivein shelters
consisting of two or three rooms (see Annex 1, Table No. 3), at an average size of 13.5 square meters per
room?. Furthermore, around 8.3 % of families consisti ng of 6 to 11 membersresidein one room.

It isfor this reason that respiratory infections are the third leading cause (16%)> for infant mortality anong
registered Palestinian refugee children, without accounting for unregistered refugees who generally livein
substandard squatter areas, that are poorly ventilated and lack water or sewerage connections. The impact
of housing conditions on children's health appearsin a 1996 survey of refugee camps and squatter areas. It
found that '44 percent of under-fives suffered either a cough (9%), cold (10%) or both cold and cough at the
time of the survey of whom around one-quarter also suffered from either fever or breathing difficulties®*

Recommendation: In the best interest of the child, we urge the L ebanese government to review its
restrictions on construction within all Palestinian camps and to coordinate with UNRWA in thisregard. We
also urge the L ebanese government to annul housing demolition, to address the housing crisis faced by
Palestinians in a humane manner and to assist UNRWA in improving the standard of living of Palestinian
children.

“FAFO,
findings, February 2000

210p. cit, p. 33

?Palestinian Social Research Committee, Education of the Palestinian Camp Population in L ebanon: overall
conditions and problems, 1996-1997, (in Arabic), p. 8

BUNRWA, Annual Report of the Department of Health 1999 Amman, p. 43

*UNICEF, the Situ i ]

an assessment based onthe UN Conventlon onthe nghts of the Chlld Jordan 2000 p 30

non , Lipril Study, initial
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C. TheRight to Education (art. 29)

Drop out and non-enrollment rates

The most recent overview of the educational situation of Palestiniansin Lebanon (living inside and outside
the camps) confirms many previous surveysindicating that educational |evels are declining, especially
among women and the young. Thereis significant non-enrollment (21%) among children aged 7 to 18 years.
Enrollment beginsto declinerapidly from age 11, particularly among boys. The enrollment rate of children 5
to 9 yearsoldissimilar to Lebanese rates for the same age group, but drops to half the Lebanese rate for the
15 - 24 age group. Most students quit for economic reasons or de-motivation. One fourth of early school
dropoutsis caused by de-motivation, lack of interest and repeated failure. Economic reasons for dropping
out of school increase in importance with increasing educational level.”

Literacy Rates

There are no reliable statistics oniilliteracy and semi-literacy rates among children, although NGOs are
detecting arising trend in thisarea. Illiteracy estimates for children range from 17.2%% to 7.7% (F5.2 - M8.9)
27

School congestion

Class overcrowding is severein UNRWA schools and certainly has an impact on the quality of teaching
and on teacher student relations. The average occupancy rate of classroomsin UNRWA schoolsin

L ebanon was 39.5 studentsin 1999-2000, but 18.1% of class sections contain more than 48 students®. The
congestion of classrooms seemsto be increasing rapidly when compared to occupancy rates during the
1994-95 and the 1997-98 academic years (Table 6) when the maximum rates did not exceed 44.7 and 46.3
respectively. Thissituation is connected both to UNRWA's financial crisis and the restrictions on
construction imposed by the L ebanese authorities, including prohibiting the construction of UNRWA
schools outside the limits of the camps, even when funds are available. Thissituation affectsthe right of
the child to development (Article 6.2 and 29 1.a) and depends on changesin the policy of the Lebanese
government to restrict construction and housing for its Pal estinian residents (we have tackled thisissuein
several recommendations).

Demoralization, arising from the increasingly difficult living conditions, rising restrictions, overcrowded
school facilities, reduced UNRWA services and an uncertain future, is reflected in surveys of the attitudes
of students, teaching staff and parents.

School Discipline and the Quality of Education

In arecent study sponsored by UNICEF it was revealed that the majority of children who drop out of school
leave because of school connected reasons. Failure in school, de-motivation and harsh treatment are
quoted by 67.5% of boys and 57.6% of girls, with economic reasons affecting another 19.6% of boys and
16.6% of girls*® Verbal abuse and harsh treatment by teaching staff are reported frequently and appear to

»FAFO, Living Conditions of Palestinian Refugees in Camps and Gatheringsin L ebanon , Lipril Study, initial
findings, February 2000

%Palestinian Social Research Committee, Education of the Palestinian Camp Population in L ebanon: overall
conditions and problems, 1996-1997, (Abstract and Main Findings), p.4

?PCBS, Working Children and the Social Conditionsin the Palestinian Refugee Camps and Gatherings,
December 2000 (in Arabic), p.37

%United Nations, Report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugeesin the Near East, 1 July 1999-30 June 2000, General Assembly, Official records, Fifty--fifth
session, Supplement No 13 (A/55/13) p52

December 2000 (|n Arabl c) p 38
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be practiced on awide scale®, although parents and children are loath to take action. UNRWA prohibits
corporal punishment and verbal abuse but found it necessary to issue recently detailed instructions on
school discipline.

I'n our opinion these measures are insufficient and require an in-depth approach that incorporates training
and awareness raising of teaching staff on building arespectful relationship with students (in accordance
with Article 28.2 on the child'sright to be treated and disciplined in amanner consistent with human
dignity).

Recommendation 1: We strongly urge UNRWA to introduce the CRC as a standard of practice for al its
staff, particularly those dealing directly with children and more specifically itsteaching body. We further
recommend the immediate incorporation of the CRC in all UNRWA's pre-service and in-service training
programs for UNRWA teachers, in addition to special training for all teaching personnel. Priority should be
given to the Lebanon field office in view of recurring reports on the mistreatment of students. We also
recommend the establishment of monitoring and complaint mechanismsthat are accessible to al children
and their parents.

Recommendation 2: We aso strongly recommend that UNICEF provide more widespread assistance in
disseminating the Convention within the Pal estinian community and among NGOs. Thiswill allow NGOsto
widen their awareness raising activities concerning the CRC. It ishighly important that NGOs assume a
leading role in improving the relations between UNRWA teachers and their students, as well asin working
with parents specifically on the issue of discipline and punishment whether at school or at home. NGOs
should also assist studentsin presenting complaints on bad treatment with the aim of promoting
harmonious rather than conflictual relationsin order to encourage children to pursue their education.

UNRWA Schools, Teachers and Parents. The need to upgrade the quality of

education & reinforce Parental | nvolvement in the school system

Another recent study, conducted in 1996, providesinsight on the UNRWA educational system from the
perspective of parents, students and teachersin the Palestinian camps of Lebanort". Parental attitudes
towards the education of their children were generally positive and highly supportive, reflecting a good
understanding of educational concepts and values. The majority of parents opposed corporal punishment
in school (70%) and desired their children to pursue either academic (68%) or technical (30%) education.
However, the parents' relationship with the school system was either erratic or non-existent. Nearly a
quarter initiated contacted with the school on aregular basis and 40% did so irregularly. On the other hand,
11% of parents declared that UNRWA schools initiated periodic contact with them while 30% mentioned
that the schools contacted them irregularly or occasionally. ** The majority of UNRWA teachers
corroborated in their responses that parent-school relations were either weak or non-existent.

In addition to student demotivation and class overcrowding, problemsidentified by UNRWA teachers
covered awiderange of issues that have direct impact on the quality of education, of which the most salient

are excessive work load, weak internal monitoring systems and the limited scope of in-service teacher
training.

V Civil Rights and Freedoms
Name & Nationality (Article 7)

Asmentioned in our previous report, there is an undetermined population of Palestinian refugeesin
L ebanon who are unregistered with UNRWA because they entered L ebanon after 1956, and are ineligible to

UNICEF, the Situation of Palestinian Children in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Jordan, Syriaand L ebanon:
an assessment based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Jordan 2000, p. 47

3'pylestinian Social Research Committee, Education of the Palestinian Camp Population in L ebanon: overall
conditions and problems, 1996-1997, (in Arabic)

2Ibid, p. 78-79
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aresidency permit. Their children are extremely vulnerable since they cannot register as Palestinian
refugees with the Bureau of Palestinian Affairs, do not possess any birth certification and proof of
Palestinian nationality and cannot benefit officially from UNRWA services.

Recommendation 1: We urge the L ebanese government to adopt special measures that will allow these
children to be treated at least on par with UNRWA registered Pal estinian children, especially in terms of
birth certification and access to UNRWA services. We also urge Lebanon to raise the issue with the Arab
League in order to find an appropriate solution for this category of Palestinians, under the Casablanca
Protocol and other pertinent agreements.

Recommendation 2; We urge UNRWA to raise the question of unregistered Palestinian children with the
L ebanese government to find the appropriate measuresto resolve their anomalous civil situation

V1. Generd Principles

A. Non-discrimination (Article no. 2)

A recent property law (Decree 296) promulgated on May 3, 2001, prohibits any person without a 'recognized
nationality’ from the ownership of property or any person whose act of ownership will contradict the

L ebanese constitution in its opposition to 'forced resettlement’ [of Palestinian refugees]. This measure
constitutes a severe blow to those Pal estinian families who do no reside in camps and those who have
invested their savings towards purchasing apartments to solve the severe housing shortage inside
UNRWA camps (see above, standard of living). Those Palestinians who have already purchased
apartments will not be able to transfer their deeds to their children and will be forced to sell them to

L ebanese or to any nationality other than Palestinian. Those Pal estinians who are in the process of paying
mortgage will have no way of recuperating the installments they have paid.

Recommendation: We urge the L ebanese government to annul this discriminatory law, which also violates
the Casablanca Protocol asratified by Lebanon and which, in its opening text, recognizes the existence of
the Palestinian nationality. Thislaw will deprive generations of Palestinian children from adequate housing
especialy in view of the construction restrictionsimposed on the Palestinian camps and of the very high
rental rates outside the camps.

B. Views of the child

The Palestinian community in Lebanon is highly marginalised and has little control over the decisions that
determine its present and its future, whether these decisions are local, regional or international. Under these
stagnant circumstances, the views of the Palestinian child are rarely accounted for in the personal space, at
school and in the communal space. Several NGOs have been organizing for many years workshops and
activities to disseminate the CRC among children. This has raised awareness about children's rights but has
underlined their inaccessability aswell, and with it NGOs are worried about generating fal se hopes and/or
demoralisation in children. Our exploration of children'sviews concerning their rightsis attached in Annex
II. They reveal comprehensive concerns about their personal and collective fate, their limited opportunities
and their current situation.

C. Right to Life (Article 6)
Under the CRC it is necessary to ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the
child. Thisisclosely connected to, among others, the right to health and the right to adeguate housing.

Infant Mortality Rate and Under Five Mortality Rate
The leading causes of infant mortality among registered refugees are premature birth and low birth weight

(22%) followed by respiratory infections (16%): as mentioned earlier. In addition, infant and under-five
mortality rates are significantly higher ininformal camp s (45 and 52 per 1000 live births respectively) when
compared to registered refugees (35 and 37 respectively). Both rates are higher than those of Palestinian
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children in Jordan (32 and 35), and in the occupied Palestinian territories (27 and 33) > aswell as childrenin
Lebanon (26 and 33)**.

UNRWA will target a 10% decrease in the 2000-2001 biennium by upgrading the quality of ante-natal care,
ensuring proper birth spacing, early detection and systematic gynecological follow-up. It should be noted
here that while mean marital age among Palestinian in Lebanon is 19.6, short birth intervals are still very
common among 35% of women, although the mean interval is 36.7 months™

Hospitalization

As mentioned above, Palestinians do not have access to public health servicein Lebanon and few can
afford health insurance. When hospitalization isrequired, they are dependent on the hospital services
subsidized by UNRWA through contractual agreements with 13 private hospitals, including PRCS.
Unfortunately, patients must make co-paymentsfor specialized life-saving treatment, that is, when the costs
are exorbitant. Infants and children needing treatment such as open-heart surgery, have to wait for weeks
until the fees are collected from various sources (UNRWA, NGOs, charities) before they can be admitted to
hospitals. Private hospitals require pre-payment from Palestinians no matter how serious their condition.
Through UNRWA 14,501 patients were admitted to hospital in 1999-2000. There is no information on the
proportion of children involved or the nature of the treatment.

Recommendation 1: Because of the adverse health effects of substandard housing and based on the child's
right to life and survival, we reiterate our appeal to the L ebanese government to lift all forms of housing
restrictions imposed on Pal estinian refugees, including resolving the question of displaced refugees,
unregistered refugees and the prohibition on property ownership

Recommendation 2: We commend UNRWA on its continuing fund raising effortsto secure extra-budgetary
funding for hospitalization, its plan to establish a health information system and to strengthen is preventive
health services. We recommend that the best interest of the child be taken into consideration as well asthe
child'sright to survival and development.

VIl Concluson

The exclusion of Palestinian children from the full enjoyment of their basic rights stems from the that they
are both refugees and stateless. Asthe children mentionin Annex 2, page 9, they need'theright to a
homeland in order to practice their rights.'

1. Best Interests of the Child,

TheRight to Survival & Development

The best interests of the Palestinian refugee child are addressed through UNRWA's programmatic
priorities focusing on education and health. NGOsin Lebanon have assumed an important
complementary role, despite many limitations, with pre-school programs reaching nearly three
quarters of Palestinian children, and programs for disabled children. However, UNRWA urgently
needsto reflect the best interests of the child in its general policies, operating standards and
educational regulations.

UNICEF, the Situ ] and
an assessment based onthe UN Conventlon on the nghts of the Chl|d Jordan 2000 p 29- 30
**Central Census Bureau of L ebanon, Study on the Situation of Children in L ebanon, initial findings, press

conference, March 2, 2001

35
UNRWA, Annual Report of the Department of Health 1999,
% nited Nations, Report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugeesin the Near East, 1 July 1999-30 June 2000, General Assembly, Officia records, Fifty--fifth
session, Supplement No. 13 (A/55/13),p.55
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At thelevel of the Lebanese government, thereis an urgent need to revise policiesthat are highly
detrimental to the best interests of Palestinian children, particularly the severe limitations on
construction affecting both the general population and UNRWA facilities.

At the level of international cooperation, the erosion of funding for UNRWA (and for NGOs
working with Palestinian refugee children) requires vigorous intervention by the Committee on the
Rights of the Child and the Secretary General of the United Nations. Asrecently as March 2001,
the UN Commission on Human Rights Commission of Inquiry had noted in its report
(E/CN.4/2001/121) that “no other refugee community in the world is so excluded.” Itistimeto
redress this preposterous situation. Consideration for the best interests of the Palestinian child
would be one, if tiny , step forward.

2. Non-discrimination

All children in Lebanon, girls and boys, Palestinian and L ebanese, need to be protected from
discrimination by the enactment of explicit non-discrimination laws, and through public
consciousness raising campaigns bridging the gaps between communities.

On theinternational level, Palestinian refugee children need mechanisms that can lead to the
implementation of their rights as children, as refugees and as Pal estinians through a just and
lasting peace settlement based on UN resolutions, international law and the United Nations Charter
of Human Rights.
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Second Supplementary Report on the Rights of the Palestinian

Child in Lebanon
ANNEX 1 - Tables

Table 1. Number of Registered Palestinian Children in Lebanon as of 31 December 2000

Age Male Female Total

0 1769 1722 3491
1 2807 2605 5412
2 3203 2952 6155
3 3284 3208 6492
4 3443 3345 6788
5 3736 3539 7275
6 3845 3634 7479
7 4059 3859 7918
8 4206 4081 8287
9 4173 3985 8158
10 4364 4054 8418
11 4206 3932 8138
1 37 3858 7805
13 3767 3588 7355
14 3730 3528 7258
15 3682 3489 7171
16 3740 3515 7255
17 3415 3305 6720
18 3765 3605 7370
Total Children from 0-

18 69141 65804 134945
Total registered 193181 186891 380072
population

% of Children 35.79 35.20 35.50

*Department of Relief & Social Services, Registration Statistical Bulletin for the Fourth Quarter
2000 (4/2000); UNRWA - HQ Amman, p.19




Table 2 . Total Registered Camp Population (31.12.2000)*

Official Registered Unofficia
[
Register
ed
Region Camp Families Persons Babies Persons Total
Persons
Beirut Mar Elias 174 617 4 793 1410
Total Beirut 174 617 4 793 1410
Mountain Burj Bargjneh 3398 14596 121 4327 18923
Dikwaneh 2049 8970 36 0 8970
Dbayeh 1063 3989 11 236 4225
Chatila 1779 7727 74 4750 12477
Total
Mountain 8289 35282 242 9313 44595
Saida (south  Ein El Hilweh 9,587 42,096 564 1,150 43,246
L ebanon)
Nabatiyeh® 1,479 6,725 72 0 6,725
MiaMia 1,031 4,239 47 650 4,839
Total Saida 12,097 53,060 683 1,800 54,860
Tyre (south  Buss 2,001 8,651 A 972 9,623
Lebanon)
Rashidieh 5,204 23,688 291 3383 24,071
Burj Shamali 3,829 17,308 198 470 17,778
Total Tyre 11,034 49,647 583 1,825 51,472
Tripoli (north Nahr El 5,627 27,220 395 132 27,352
L ebanon) Bared
Bedawwi 3191 14578 153 637 15,215
Total Tripoli 8,818 41,798 548 769 42,567
Begaavaley Wavel 1572 7,088 70 115 7,203
Total Begaa 1,572 7,088 70 115 7,203
UNRWA employees and 2,462 10,877 A 0 10877
refugee women married to non-
registered husbands
L ebanon Fidd Total 44,446 198,369 2,224 14,615 212,984
*Ibid, p. 14

¥ Nabatiyeh camp is one of the three destroyed camps that have never been reconstructed. Its
population is displaced and listed under the name of the former location.



Table 3. Proportions of Occupancy in Palestinian Households According to Family size and Size of

Shelter®

Family Size No. of Roomsin Household T
0
t
a
I
(
%
)

1 2 3 4 5 6

2 & below 452 381 16.7 - - - 100

3-5 130 485 311 4.7 24 03 100

6-8 83 478 329 80 15 05 100

9-11 84 389 373 9.8 39 17 100

12 (+) - 46.8 288 223 21 - 100

Tota (%) 9.2 46.2 331 8.2 2.7 0.6

Total (no. of children) 550 2774 1984 491 163 33 6000

Table 4. Refugee Pupil Enroliment in Lebanon Distributed by level of education and School
Authority* - 1997-1998

Education School Authority® No. of Enrolled  No. of Registered Enrollment
Level Students Palestinians/rel evant percentage
age group

Elementary UNRWA schools 25932

Government schools 692

Private schools 2629

Total 29253 46627 62.7
Preparatory UNRWA schools 12544

Government schools 461

Private schools 2812

Total 15817 21121 74.9
Secondary UNRWA schools 649

Government schools 506

Private schools 3665

Total 4820 22061 21.8

“PCBS, Working Children and the Social Conditions in the Pal estinian Refugee Camps and

Gatherings, December 2000 (in Arabic), p.17. Note: this study is based on a sample of 6000
children aged 7-17 years belonging to 2350 Palestinian families. Only percentages are provided in
thistableand it is important to note that 79% of families surveyed consist of 6 persons or more.
“UNRWA, Department of Education, Statistical Y earbook 1997-1998, No. 34, April 1999, Amman,

p.26

“Enrolment figures in government and private schools are viewed as incomplete by UNRWA
since not all attendancein these schoolsisreported to UNRWA.






Table5. UNRWA's Regular Budget 1997 to 2000 - L ebanon Field®
(millions of United States dollars)

1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000
Lebanon  [All Lebanon |All Lebanon  |All Lebanon [All
Fields Fields Fields Fields
Education 17.2 167.1 195 160.3 19.8 164.9 230 1617
Health 8.7 61.3 120 62.6 125 63.9 90" 53.3
Relief and social 71 380 7.6 426 78 436 59 311
services
Operational services 31 25.2 31 2.7 3.2 229 24 15.3
Common services 3.0 475 31 42.6 3.3 455 32 395
Termination Indemnities 12.1 12.0
Total Budget 39.2 351.8 45.3 342.9 46.6 352.8 435 300.9
Actual Expenditure - 270.7 - 254.0 - 273.2 - -
RR Population 359,005 | 3,417,688 | 364,551| 3,521,130| 370,144 | 3,625592| 376,472 | 3,737,494
% Increasein RR 18 33 15 3 15 29 17 3.08
Population
Table 6 - Occupancy of Class Sectionsin UNRWA Schools- Lebanon Field from 1994-95 to 1997-
9845
Class Sections UNRWA Property | Rented Premises Donated Grand Total
Premises
94-95 |97-98 [94-95 |97-98 |[94-95 |97-98 |94-95 |97-98
1st Elementary 4.7 445 309 346 331 342 385 40.6
2nd Elementary 421 458 320 36.0 329 328 375 41.8
3rd Elementary 435 453 321 336 322 29.6 380 40.2
4th Elementary 435 46.3 316 343 27.7 299 40.2 40.8
5th Elementary 422 424 320 339 31.2 40.0 36.8 391
6th Elementary 415 408 30.2 323 305 338 354 372
Total Elementary Cycle 43.0 44.2 315 34.1 31.1 33.0 37.2 40.0
| Preparatory 40.0 44.3 34.2 387 26.6 204 365 415
Il Preparatory 376 42.8 338 347 278 323 353 391
[l Preparatory 36.8 40.7 317 354 276 317 339 383
IV Preparatory 36.6 370 20.1 338 253 26.0 324 353
Total Preparatory Cycle | 38.0 41.6 32.6 35.8 26.9 29.9 34.9 38.8

BUnited Nations, Report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works

Agency for Palestine Refugeesin the Near East, 1 July 1997-30 June 1998 to 1 July 1999-30 June

2000, General Assembly, Official records, Fifty-third to fifty-fifth session, Supplements No. 13

(A/53/13 to A/55/13)

* Health allocations in 2000 were reduced because UNRWA's hospitalization scheme will be
henceforth covered by an extrabudgetary contribution of US$ 4.4 million/year from Norway,

Canadaand World Vision.

“UNRWA, Department of Education, Statistical Y earbooks 1994-1995 and 1997-1998, Amman,

Jordan




6HFRQGEXSSOP HXBU, [5 HSRUADIKHEI KWIRI KHEDOMAQ DQRIKIGI ]
/ HEDQRQ

ANNEX 2 - Workshops on Children’sRights

7KHE* 2 O RKP [C1QYROHGEKIGUHQIMKHSUHS DIDRU, [SURFHWRIKH]

3DGMAQDQTI* 2 VIEHSRURDIAHEIL KWIRIKHEZDBMAQDQRIK GG

BHUGGHESIEWDS % - VHYHQEKIGUHQDY V) LW/ HEDQRQ

- LYHTUYTOGE HQW - ZKHUHZHHIRIWN VIO KWSZ R UNVKRSVIRQIEKLGHUHQ
VRXW HUMBIGERQC] % 7KHZIRUMKRSVIERYHHGIMUHHIHI IRQV  \ER [BR\V

+H@ HKIDQGEY KH\[Z HHEDUWHGIOO DUCADMOQII0  QRUK DQGZUSRAL]
0 D\ EXY/DHITHX] HHEDP SVIGXUQJ [$ SUG-1 DKUCD

VIBSUHKHMRQRITKHURXVWRP HIHOFWIMHEKLGUHQ [ZKHZIRUMKRSV
7KHIZRUNVKRSVIDOR VHYHGIVE UJ K WIDWRHITD KRITMHUEX U HWDOAHY
DSMVRWP [1QZ KIFK (EKIGHHQIYRIFHGIKHL KW RWIRQFH.QVIDOGISIRSRVHGL]
SRWLEGIROMRQVIRKHSIREGP VIRH\ [DLHIDAQ]

CHILDREN’'S CONCERNS

7KHEKLGBUHYZ HHQYIGHGIOWR TIRX SMIDGIONHG MK (VAN RUW WX HVL
7KHO WOWH\ [Z RX@INHWMHDEGUHWHGIQWHRS [(UHSRUNV - UREBP \S
VRSLFV(H\ CFDP HRXWIMY A HHDVIR@Z VIQRUGHRISURUW

Category 1

? Badcrights, noting the deprivation of their basic rights and the decline of UNRWA
sarvices. They mainly stressed the right to Education, followed by the right to
proper Hedlthcare.

Category 2

? RIOE WKWIZRWNBN RIBDOGMMDQHYIMIKWL] D 3URMRAARQ
DJ DLOWMEXWVHRIL]  F 3DGMAQDQEK LABUHQIQMHRFFXS IHGIMIWRURY
3DGMAMIDQEKI@UHY

?  JKVITHXUQWE EDOMMHBARE QKP HQRITDQIGHSHGHMI 5L
3DGMAQY DYEMMMIODGIHHAMRQRITDX DY DARQ

46 except for one boy who is 6 years old



Category 3
?  JDUED) HOI( [ MAQ) [SWREGP V' $FFHSWEGMEQGDUGRI@YIQ) [FRQGIMRQV
KRXVHVIOHKXP IGIGDUINWP DD DFAFXP X@OWRQIP SIRSHKRXMQJ []
DQGMANRI[S@\ LVSDFH

Category 4
?  WKWIKDYHDUHR] QU HGEIDEMAMDQIGHMNNY MG ,GHQWNIDQGEXAXYIH
SURVHIYDARQRI [BX X DRHIMY H

Category 5
? YUHRP [RIEKIGUHYOGIIHHGRP LWWKMDYHO

Category 6
? )UHHRP [RIH SIHWWRQ
?  SUKWIRZ QHIKIS

Category 7

? " MUP LODWRQMD) DOVADGMAMIDQV
?  SUKWIMH

? 5 UKWIQYHIQSHFHDQGMHXUW

CHILDREN'SREPORTS

SDUIMASDQWIZI HHDWNHG I [EKRRVHRIOHRI K HRIS &MDUAFGMVZ KLFK OKH\ CWHHC
KLA@HYWOP HGIXS HNAQATTHHIMRXSVIRZ UMIIHSRUMRQL]  DVIOSURUW
RIDKHHOUANFGVIQL] 1P SGP HQBWRQRURW KRZ CWH\, CVHHMHTHGYDQFHL
WHERQM RINKH LEXUHMRQGMRQV

HDW  $ UARBIL]

2 QHRIRXUPIRWEISRUBQUI KWINWR KDYHDIZ HIBTXIS S HEEHOWUE DA
DQGIKDALYHVSIRSH PTHGIAQHIRUT  SURYLGHVITX DOW K HDONMFDUHEHLYLFHY
+RVSLIOT] 7KHSIRYIMRQRIRHDON HYIFHVIKRXGEHH SDQGHG  SDWHQN

VKRXGH HP SEDGMAQIDQVIIRP CWXUW HU\, CIHAVEHFDXVHSDAHQWQHDMH]
HOWDQFHRI MHKRVS MIITKH) [GRQRAD

: HKDYHKHDOM BHQWUVIDEDOMQIDQEDP SVIEXVEH\ [IUHIP! VHDEGI]
7KH\[MHORWEP DQH ~ FRQAMRQVEHDXVHRI MHSHRS GIR DU HP
,QGGMRQAH, (1 RUIKH\ [GRORWYHWHS] RSH_BTHGIAQHWR [SDAHQN
RUDIFRP S@LQIERXWHSDAHQMIOMMGRISIRYIGIQ) CINHSDWHOWZ WK
VXSSRUGEHGHGIR GHUHDHIMHUX TTHUQ)

KRVSLBMMANKN J HHDGL! ZKHUHIVOORWHUE SRUBQRIDAU
GHYHRSP HQW



We demand to have:

- SURSHUKHDOKFDUH

- Z HBIMTXISSHGRSHDWY [(TIRRP VIDQGIHIFY

- VSHADAHGIGRARL/

- JUHHKRVS M@ DARQ

- FAQMDMWKRRMIQEDVHDEK LGKDVIDIDAAGHW
- WXILAHQMKP EHRIKRVSMMD)GHIEFY

- DHEBDQHYILRQP HQW

HHZDVO \HOURGER\ (OHWED -  DC1$ [WRU, (IRGE\ [ROHRIWWHSDUAASDOW
WHCHVE RWHUEDWHGKIP CWRDEDGMMQIDQHIIFID  VXIHULQ) LIRP LDERG
$ 0 KHHEKIGERXGL  +HZDVH CP IOHGIDQGIIYHQPI HAFDWRQ  FDP S
HVL HMKHUWIMEHDWY) CIDWRNGKIVIKDQGVIZIHHWHP EQQY QRARYH
7KHQRARWDIGKOWHP HAIAQH ] P RWHUMBRNKIP [IRMOOQRWHUIGRARU
WH\U DYHKIP [7 DVIADQ) HRXVIDQGIMDUAMXNX D@ L1 LYHQMKR@GSHRS G
7KMEKIGIVP \ YRXQJ [ELRWHU ZKR DXTIHUIRP KD KIERRGISWHWXWH

2) Article 32 (Child labor)

: HYHHP! DQ\ [BKIGHUHQIZI RING) [RQIMHVAHHYIZE HADE) [YHIQ) CRWH), [
DQGIEH) [RQIMHAAHHAWID RKLEUHQBDYHWKRRO T LQWDITIF @HVE HHQEDW/T]
: RUNLQ) [IQYSDIQWR) CIXUQMMUHIDIGYHIVHS) CIMIHPWIRHIRUGHURR (X UYLYH

: HHHIMIMIRXUT : HEQ) [Z HONHQVIRHLER HV KW VITXQJ VERKLEEUHO

FDP SV

DJHMRXSE HQRQHGIMVDWE® - RQOOIMHCILRWM

SHXOHHWI KW $ UARBI]

7KHO 7KHEDP SVIQNVRXW ZHE DQRQIDHXQGHUMH) HE\ CIMHZHEDQHVHILP \
OBUNL] DLP \ [SUHYHQWIRHEMW, (RIFRQMKXFUARQP! DMUDEMRKHVHELP SV
7KHP RWMZ VXIHUWIIRP [P DQ\ [SLREGP 4KV @BUDNHKFDP SO

QWP DQWIY [RITKHEP SOQRUGH HBRAMAWE ZDMO  SURP LOHQ®H
0 RWIP SVIDIMHCRUNTXTIHIRP (7 DML \RERQUMKFEOG] HY

SRAXWRQ

815: $ KKRXGIHRQMXFRHKRXVHI)GEXIGSIRSHAMYZ D) HWA WP V
0 DQ\ CEKIGUHQNXITHUIRP (WVHYH DGIM-DWMEHDXVHRI KLY

,QIHEDQRQZIH  $ @DP SVIMANVS DFHZIKHHZIHEDQISIM)\ [DQGKDYHIXQ
: HGP DQGMHSIRWRARQRIRXUEKIGUHQMIRP [1  KDYHIRISIRWFWRQ
EHFRP LQJ [KRP HRWIODGIBMQ) [WHP VHYHV

Note: the above also appliesto Articles 31 (leisure) & 27 (adequate standard of
living)



: DU $UARBO

QUHEDQRQPI DQ\ [ 7KIMWCRWISGP HAMGIQ/ HE DQRQMGEDGMOH
,QEDBMIH  VRKRRENGHQWILHZIRXQGHGIIRP [ VUDHID J LHWWIRQ

VIO KWIDHDEVHQBERFDXVHIRH, VUDHDVNANGODS MQGIRUNIHT. FL@UHQ
VIO KWIDMRERQUGH DARQ FKLEUHQRQIEDIA) [EDVVIZ LWRXMENG) [FKIGHY

DJHMRXSE HQRQHGIMVDWE® - RQOOIMHCILRWM

" MUP LCDARQ  $ UARBIL]

,QHEDQRQIZ HINGIMBRITGVAUP L QDWRQIGXHEIMHSI WVHQFHRIE DQ\ [
D) DLQME@MAQ DG HEDQHVHZKHUHINEVAUP IQOMRQIEHE HQEDO  VHRW
SURHMRQT]  3DGMAQDQVMD HORWRZ HEMRSIDPWAH 1 3DGMAQLDY

SDGMAQDQVOHCRWMBRZ HGMRL]  LOFXGLQ) [V [P HAAQHDGP DQ\ [P RWH
$ @X RS HDOOMIGIS WDEVIKDYHWHID KWRITRZ QHIKIS RZQESWRSHIWV

HFHSEOGMAQIDQY

In court, the judge discriminates against Paestinians and sides with the Lebanese.

Thereis discrimination between Paestinian boys and girls. Boys are dlowed many
things but girls aren’t (discrimination within the society and the family). Educationd
opportunities should be provided to boys and girls equdly.

The teacher discriminates between the sudents.

6HXDEISELMMRQ  $ UARDI]

No one cares for the status of children. Thereisno law that secures proper living
conditions for children, so how will there be alaw that protects them from sexua
exploitation?

DIHMRXS[E HMRQHGIKVDWES -  RQOCINHTILRWM

( GXFDWRQ $ UAFOM]

The main reasons leading to dropping out from school are:

- madtreatment of sudents by teachers

- overcrowded classrooms (50 students) and so most students do not understand the
given lessons

- thedifficulty of the new school curriculum and the fact thet the teachers are not
trained enough on dedling with this curriculum

- thedifficult economic Situation that forces children to leave school in order to work
and secure ther dally liveihood

- schoolsare smal, not well maintained nor equipped, and lack the resources that are
needed for student’s comfort, and so they are discouraged from learning



- children are discouraged for even if they study they cannot secure work in the
future (right to work is denied in Lebanon)
- houses are overcrowded and do not provide a studying environment

These problems should be handled. They serioudy affect the sudents' education. The
curriculum should be improved. Resources and basic needs that cater for the student’s
generd interest should be available.

It is noteworthy to mention that ten out of twelve children, aged 16-18, are school
dropouts. Most have sought vocationd training as an dternative. In addition, two
boys, aged 15, are also enrolled in vocationd training programs, and two girls, aged
13, have dropped out of school (they stay at home).

3URMRARQEMMEGFH $ UARBI]

, ] D HWDFK HUP 1 DOMHDWMIOEK LG HEKI G IKIDVIWHID KVVH-INDWMMWEQRHL
7KHIOGP LOMADWRQIVKRX @GKDYHWHID KW TURP LINHVKRRAOGP  LOMADARQ
VFKRROMINKHWDRKHLICH-RZHYHUIQWHEDP SV WRITHSUP DQGIOWADFKHU
6 WGHOQWRKRX@GL] K AMHWDRKHKIWIDMYGHMHOGP IOVMADARQMGHVIZIIW
EHDORSWRWAMGIIRP CEHQ) [TV J IHWWHGIE\ (RWHMNMGHQW

" HSULYHGIRIIDP 1O [HQYILRQP HQW  $ DARBIL]

&KL HQYZI KR IHGHS UYHGRITKHLUITP |GHVKDYHKRHID KIS HADD
: HYHHP) DQ\ [BKIGUHQZI KRIGRIORUOYHDSIDFHBL ~ KRAVLQJ [DQGIIHHGRP

ZKHVHEKL@GUHQDHYX@HLEGIL] QYHIODGIZ KR IMANP! HDQVIRIMWWEOQRH
RIGHYLDQFHMH\ [P U KMIVMDRUKVHGQXI V

6HSDUDMRQIIRP [5DUHQW  $ VARBIL]

7KHIHEDQRVHIRYHU(OQP HQBRHVICRWIDOQADGMAI DOV LHP DLOIQ ]

, SRAVICRW HTIR UK HEDOMAM DQISHRS GICRUGRHVIDWMUIR U] / HEDQRQ
,QP! DQ\ MEQFHVIRHSDUHOWIOHLIL] VHDUDWRQIRP 5 DUHQWXFKHDVHVL
VI MXFKEDVHVIRHIDAKHU - VHSDUDWGRUKHIDWHUIMP! MWQ) [RUGHHDVHG
IDP 10 [GRAVICRABZ [WHEKICUHMK [@YHZ] W WWHLUPTRWHURVS HAD@) [1I[]
7KH\[RIWQIRLEIGNKH1 WHP! RWHUEP DUIHVIRUDYHVIZ W KH.EDUHQW

AU@UHQMIRP LYIMWQ) [WHLUPTIRWHU

$ O LONIG]
“I wigh that they would let the children vist their mothers even if they
were remarried, it isther right to remarry. Why does the father's
family forbid children from deeping over a their mother’s even if
once or twice aweek??’

SUKWIMH  $ UARBL]



7KHIE D) MZHMHHRQZO [0 7KH [UHDOW CIVIQERQADGPWRQIZ W (WK IVIDUAF®
L@ URYHVIRIMIRUHYHU, LGD\ (2 HVHHEKL@UHQP! XUGHHGIOQGEXWKHHGL]
Z IWOKHZIKROIZIRUGZ DIRKIQ) CBDOMAH

" VDEBIGIEKI@GBUHQ  $ UARBIL]

WORXJ KIEHQMYOKHUHDLHY. ' LVDEBIGEKLGHQID HORWHEBIW HGIRU
7KHERAHWLYIHZ VO GIGEKIGHQNDEIR YIGHHEXFOMRQIGINGIRUGEME
7KH\IKRXGEHHHQDVE] @ VDEGGIDGELYIGXDODVZ HONDQGIQFDS DEGH
" \VDEBGEKIGUHOWKRXGQREAL] - HTXDOIHRLGH LRWETGVARXD) HIRHP
7KHUHIKRX @] H FOGHGIIRP C5DUARSDWQ) CIQIRAYIWAVZ WK RWHUEKIGUHQ
FHDPWYIWAVEUQIQ) [IRI HWHUGMDE GIGIEKIGUHZ W RWHEKIGEUHQ
$YDLOEGIEHQMVIRURHGVOE GGIDANE! DQ\ CIMIQ) VIR DEHIHTXWUHGIRUT
VHRXULQ) CINHEDVFIQHHGVRIIGMVOE GIGISHRS B

GRWKRRVHOWH\[E_ H L WIMDYFEIZIDVIDWI QHGIRRQHIRXS [RIEKIGHYT 1RWM
IQRGHUIRTDQDOIMI KRDEHEX UHMEN DR QRI [GVDEBIGEKIGIHQ w

DGHDOWMBQGDGRIMMG)  $ UARDI]
- 8 QKHDUK\ (RRXVIQY [FRQGMRQY
- : HKDYHWWHID KWIRDYHTRRGIRRG

SHDOHHIIKW -  DJEGL WEQADUGRI@YIQ) [Z DVIDVRICRWMGIQISRIQA]T 1RWM

WKWIQDWRQDDW  $ UARBIL]

( YHU\ (3 DOMAQIDQMK RX @KIDY HIDIGHMYY CFDUGIINHRMHUEM] HOVIQMAHL ]

: HKDYHWHID KMETKDYHDQIGHMN CEFDUGM SUHVHYHRXWKRQRUL]  ZR @B

HZI@RSHX@ (IHXWMRERXUT  DQGAU QWIRMRQARIIRWHEHRS®

KRP HDQGEIDOMAMHDOGKIDYHDIGHMN LEDUGIA DATHO HSIRXGIRI QL
IURQRIMKHSHRS GIRI WHZIRUD

P HQARQHGIMIVDUAF®!  RQQ) (FKIGHHYEHRZ 1R WM

15) Article 31 (leisure)

VIRXUD KVETKDYHSID) J IRXQGVIEXEVIDGIP XVHP HEFEQMMREQR\ I~ §W
XVERHZ HQHHGIRRGIZ HODR [OHHGIRS®\ (IQRWGHIBC  RUVHOHY
7KHVHSOFVOHO : HSD\ FEDP SV GHYHRSRXUPILQGVIDGERGHY
7KIVE DNHVEMID  ZKHUHOHIDVOGMZ DH - FURZ GHG

YHD DUGIDQGIITDGHZ KHHZ HEDQSO), [MQGL]:  HRDYHIKHIL KVEIKD
KDYHIXQ

", (RDYHIRHID KVRTS@\ [Z WWTUHQGVIDDEDE 32 QHER\ (VDG



SHDOHHIKW -  DJEGL GLVUHZDVIDURICRWMGIQSRIOAN]T 1RW

60352326$/61(0$1' 6 ®+,/' 5(1

7KHEKLGUHQYZ HHDWHGMR [RU DO HWHP VHYRVIIWK [GLITHHNRP P MWV
\NDARXGIREZ DUGERWE GIVROVWRQVIERKHLKLI 1Q) (IWXHY

A.

Committee for protecting children from sexud exploitation

1.
2.

2 U DQUHEGXFOMRQDIEP LQDU/IMAKRROMGEHMY
HVIRDEEIGRVEHEDQ) HUDAQ) (RXUT WDMQ) CHRME2 U DQUHLY. DIHQHW
VRALHW

$ WP SWEIOP [VEHRFFXUHQPHRIVH, XDB[SGMMRQZ W SRIFH]
DAMMBQRHSXUWXHEHEX G UWDRGIE] MDMDDY. CWDMEYHHY (]
SXQLVKHVEERVHZIKRIERP P MEHVHIFW

5 DVHIRHIY. DUHQHWRIRXUERX Q) HMEQQ) VITHIWHVIGH KERWDGL
DARRVHDYIQ) [IQRXUERP P XQW

Note: this committee only includes children aged 16-18

B. Anti- Discrimination Committee

1
2
3.
4

woeoN U

@)

. " HP RQVADMIY DIQWARBUDQP
. 7KHUHMKRXGEHTHQGH T X DOV

D@ DOAMHGQVRIP LODWRQ

. NIRUKHUD KWTRZ QHIKIS [DQGH) DOQAMHAVAUIP IQDARQEHY HHQLT  $V

WHRITH HQADMR QDDA

QWFUP LQDARQELDIMQ) (3R] P CIMDERP RWVIDW 2 THUDIY. DLHOHW
UHVROMRG DQGIAVAXWHVELRSH ERQIGFW

* ILONKRXGQRWDLL), [AYRXQ) (I H

* |LONKRXGIRRIFKRRO

+DYHIDEXE ORUTILY

OR\VIDGIILORKRX GIKDHRRXVHKRGEKRUAVIDRUGH IR UL Y KDYH]
WP HIBAXG

Educationa Committee

el

7 \D.QWHWDFKHRQIMHQHZ CFXUIEXOP
FRQGXPAXSIFKRRAIKIQFARQV - 1 * 2 VIIGRU DQL DARQVD HRIR@BZ
HXUHIIHHEGXFOWRQIMAKRRY 6

(TXLS [DQGGHYHRS WFKRRAERIDRUHY

" The older children were more articulate and elaborate in their proposals.



5. FRP P MWHIBDUHQN GHP DQGVIIRP DIANGHQWT] HRUHDVHIBDRKHY
XS CINHWDRKHA VKRXGTH XOUY (IRARZ

6. FRP RMIBHFXUHIRHIHRX UFHVIRDEIRYIGHIR URHANGHOW

7. XSONHBWDRKHYDGXU HRHP DR AHMHAXGHOMIQIOITRRG - RARZ
RXWIL}Z D\ [GHYRIGRITEDGE RXWIQJ [Z KIFKB DNHVIRHWAXGHQMGLRS
VFKRRO

8. )RWP [DMANGHWRP P WHHIRDUWHS LHVHWHAXGHQW

9. ( QURTBRIGEUHYIMEKRRO

10. %LGMU HFKRRY  +DYHIEZ HIAMGHONMSHEIDAMRRP

11. DYHIHFUHDARQDUEWYMHVIDMKRRO  +

12. 7 HDAHUYKRX GRDYHDITRRGIBYHEIEGXFOWRQIDGIKRX G
VEXDARQHQGHMBQGIMHEKIGEUHY

13. / HARQVEKRX GIQREAVK\SHOGHGIEXUQ) (IHSIRFHWRITHS @AQ) (D]
7 HDAHWIZ KR BDYHYKRX GERRUEQDWMZI W MHIQHZ, CWDRKHWC \WDRKHU
XS IMHEDWIDOSIRSH.P1DQQHU - LQRUGH IR TRQRZ

14. 7 HDAHUVIKRX GIQRERP] DAKR [MKRX QR HOWQIR [EHDMIX GHOW
DQGIKRXGIQREFEDWH [TRURTHIRQ

15. Y EDUFAEHDAY) [RIMNGHOVIKRX GRS

16. DCE GITRUIRN GHQWL YRRNVIDHIRUTHHEXVEH\, CWKRXGEHP! DGHLY
DQGIKRXGEHIIITRRGERQGMRQ

17. 6FKRRONKRXGKDYHEDDQEDWIRRP VIQGISRWEGIZIDMJ

18. GIGKDYHIDY -&MWURRP VIKRXGEHZHD

19. 7KHZIQGRZ VIKRXGEHII HGNR MDWIQGRHVICRRP HID

D. Committee for protecting children deprived of ther families

1. RRQWFRIEKDQD HVIDGIWRHP DR HIRURHVHEKIGEUHY

2. $ NIRHIHDAYHVRI W HVHEKIGUHQWR ENHEDUHIRURHP

3. $ VR DQL DARQVIVR IOMDMIDPRY WAVITR R HVHEK LGUHQIDRUGHURSXVT]
WHP [T D\ [IIRP DIMHAHHW

Note: this committee only includes children aged 16-18

E. Freedoms Committee

RDURUTHHGRP [RIH SIHWMRQ

QRWIHINELIW) DIFMRQY  &DARUDZVHXMHRIMHHGRP [
SURSHUITHHGRP [CDQGE2 U DQUHHEXFDWRQDIEP LODU/MKDEHIQHVT]
DFFHSWDEGIZID\ VRIREWQQ) CIKIVITIHHGRP

4. ([SOQWHE SRUBQFHRIMHHGRP [DOGIVYMIRGIDIRP Q) CWH
FRP P XQUWOINURX] KIKHXMHRIKIMRUFDBIDP SOV

) UHHERP DRMDYHO

FKLEUHQIIMHIDVSRLD  * HIEEDGMAQIDQEKICUHRE H-ED HKHL
DQGIKRVHIDEDOMAMH

W

I



7.
8.
0.

DKRP HDQGIDRUGHUESIDAWHRXUID KW 5KVl
5 1J K VBIKDYHIRRGRRXMQJ
5 1J K VETAHDGSIRWAMRQ

10. 5UKWIKHOMAOWH

Note: this committee only includes children above 12

F. Committee for solving children's problems

1.

N

ouhw

&ROPEDAMFVRQMHQXP EHURIZ RINQ) [FKICGUHOMHIREVIRH\ (DHT
RLQ) HHITWHHREVIDHKDLP IXQGIINKH\, (UHERP SDAEGIZIWND]
\WH.USK\ IFDEGIP! HQBEDS DAMAY

7 DNHSKRWRVRIWHVHEKIGHQIDOGIKRZ CWHP CIRIERQFH.QHGISDUAMIT]
RQVMYDWINHERSHRITP SLRYLQ) CIWHEKIGUHY

* LYHIXLGDQPHIREKIGLHY

9 IMVRICAHYDHEP HIQRLGH IRNORZ [DERXVEHFRADBRQGMRQY
YQGUDLM.Q) [FDP SDU QURRHS INHVHEKIGEUHQ

YROQWHURRIIHIT ] H 3URMLGHP! RIDERSSRURLRHVHEKIGHH
VAKROWAM\RUDY

Note: this committee only includes children aged 16-18

G. Natondity Committee

, WIRKXUID KMITKDY HOQIGHQY (FDUG
3DBGMAQDQ 7KH EKIGEKDVIMHID KVRIKDYHDIGHMYY CFDUGL

Note: this committee only includes children below 16



CHILDREN'STHOUGHTS

- ORIDFOGHGITHUHDARQDIFWIMAVEXFK VALY Q) [IRGI 7KHIZIRUINVKRSVID
7KHSDUARS DQVMZ HHDWHGIRZ MWDV SO\ LQ) [EDOAQ) (OGMQ) Q)
7KHEKIGUHQXMHGIMH Z HINGULY. CVRP HWIQ) CIMDEEMVAUEHVRIHP
SURGXFHGIP! DMUDIRUTMRGXAQ) [FDFK[RWHU

0 RVETY 1Q) VIHGPMGIKHLEYHIRUSDBMQHIGGUHDP CRITHAY
$TVDP! RVTXHIGI T 7KH\ [BUHZ CWHEDOMAQDQIMY [P DS RIZDOMAHEIO
6RP HDGGHG KHDURMWNHUODP HDAQHHEGIDQGEDOGMQHDMHRNH
DQGIIXUQEEDBMQHP \ [Z MKIVIRTH  \WIWP HQMGH, ITHHUELD? Q) V
2 WHUGLDZ LQ) VIHYHDOGIMHLU T Z HZIGRRSHIX@ [IHMUQMREDBMAGH 301
AHZ O0GZ HVIDGHMWRHAD  RYHIRUDX HEHYHDDGRSHYVSDRH

HF

,QIHHDE R WRLG HQRERMGTHHLUDP HDY HSMFHRITHMGHOAH
2 \WHMZ HHP! RIHHDER DMIIMHLZIUMY) Y DQGIVFKRREYHAIADIQQ)

?  [YHIQOE \ HOURGIUIRP [ CKUC@BUHGEDP S IRWM - 8OO
$ QRDWERSHIRUVWRTHMUWWRE \ [0  FRXQW, [Z KIFKIVICRWIOH

IOHINQ) (IQ7HEDQRQ , [Z WKIRURZ [Z K KRP HDQGIQGIIHVEINGRZ [IW
\RIKDYHYRP HRIP \ [GHP DQGVIDVIZ HIWARVHRI RWH_EKIGEUHQID ]

, 2 WKORYHVHXUHY OUHH CZ MKRXVEDU.— H] LOHMNHP! HOHD@ HG
" D (HVDQGIDY MMRQ

? [YHZIWDE \ (DXQMKHOGGHG  RGOWMYHVIQBEDEWD -\HU  %8DQ
0\ (MXQWIDXQXUHDAMIDL] 0\ OOWQGP RWHUMID™ DQGIIDQGP RWHU
GINHWBBDUIFRP SXWMLY LQMP HADM'© | CRXGIHGIXIQWIKRH] KRVSLEO
WO

?  HORMAWIRP [HIEQORGER) (KDVOGAS®P DIDIXK -\HU : DAG
+HO-HVSOFHRIRW IQIVERH  QAMMMYRFDWRQDEDIQIQ) (1B 15: $@
P HP EHWP! \ IDKH.OOGKIV] P \ [I0P L IMFRQWMMMGRIEDGGHG
, IXIHUIRP (Y ER\VIGO : HOHO Z LHP\ (lYHVIEQQ) VDG
" OFNRIZRWN

? NG\ [DFFRXQWQ CEXVIQHAE \FDOWREG P 9\ [QDP HIVGDWD13
,NHZIPPIQ)  CYRFDWRQDWDIQQ) (MMM @ DO HP HQMA5 ]
0\ CYSHADEXDOWC , (RDYHIUHQGVIIRP [GIIHHQMIHIIRXSY — UHDAQ)
" QIGGMRQITIP [CFXWM [MDWRYHDGEKHS SHRSO!



Participants List:

? : RUNVKRSO

" DM $SUm]

9HQXH 6XP P RXGRIHQMUIIDUMV] - %-AMDED
&DP S[HLXW

) DLODRU 0 D\ (3-DGAG

SWIMBQUDFODRLY 6DEDKDP DGBRDQDBEHKDG-KIDGD]
6KDDEDQ

9LGRTIP Y [SKRWIWSK\  Maha Damaj

SHSRUWU 6DP IDZIDEDL

Twelve children participated. They came from different parts of Beirut: (A) Shdtila,
Mar Elias, and Borj El Bargneh camps, (B) Gaza gathering for the displaced (C) other
aessinthecity:

1. +XWHLQ
2. o%H,DQ
3. Ibtissam, 17
4, enuD
5. $PLAK
6. 0 LGKKDW
7. 6DP HJ
8. *KDGD
9. 6DP U
10. DKPRXG O
11. ORKDP P HG
12. : DAG
?  : RUNWKRSO
' DM oD\O
9HQXH %D HIEDP S[2 BRI $VWRAD/RQIIDNEHK I DKULD
QRUNI/HEDQRQ
) CAODVRU 0 D\ 3-DGEG
SWIMBQIDFRIVRLY/ 6D\\HGDHIDADP P DG - 1DKOLKDE@RDI( O
3KRWIUDSK\ Maher Rabih
S5HSRWWHU 6DP IDZIDEDUL

Twenty-four children participated.  All were from Nahr El-Bared camp:

+XGD
10P LCH
D 9qX
aDuD

$ @F
$@
+HED

NoUhAWNE



8. ) DWMQ

9. =DKLD

10. -LKDQ

11. $PDO

12. ORKDP P HG

13. /LD

14. 8@ p

15.  +DQH

16. 8M

17. ORKDP P HG

18. =HQDE

19. $KP DG

20. )LDv

21. EUXP

22. 0D\D@D

23. 1RXUHAH

24. EUXP

? : RUNVKRSI

' DM ob\d

9HQXH +HAHK [=FKDWDQLDQDIDQRX@YUDIRXQEMRQUIQ D
VRXWI/HEDQRQ FDP SIAIGRQ]

) DAODRU 0 D\ 3-DG3DG

SWIMBQWL Sahar Al-Khatib, Hiba Shartih, Fatmeh Al-Asadi, Haitham Al-

IDHRIDWR/ Hussein, Fatmeh Saleh, Lama Lamis, & Zaher Sayyah

3KRWJIUDSK\ LamaLamis

5HSRWVHU 6DP IDZIDEDL

+HZ HKIEDP S-$ @HHIIRP [ 10 ROHEKIGUHASDUAASDMG-7 Z HQWN

1. ODKPXG
2. $WD

3. $@

4. 0DEZD
5. 6DHHG
6. 2PDO
7. $EGX@KO
8. $\D

9. 6D

10. 0LKD
11. <D ICH
12.  +DWDQ
13. @WD

14. $KP DG
15. D qX
16. 5LKDP

17.  $KP DG




18.
19.
20.
21.

0O RKDP P HG
+BD
O RKDP P HG



