Update: UN Study on Violence Against Children 

July 17, 2003

· NGO Advisory Panel meeting in Geneva/New Concept Paper

· Meeting with Paulo Pinheiro

· Subgroup on Violence against Children – Meeting minutes

· World Forum in South Africa

NGO Advisory Panel Meeting: 

From June 22-24, members of the NGO Advisory Panel for the UN Study on Violence Against Children met in Geneva. Nineteen of the members attended, coming from countries including Brazil, Kenya, Philippines, Tanzania, South Africa, Switzerland, the United States, the United Kingdom, and Yemen. Unfortunately, additional members of the panel were not able to participate, due to lack of funding.  

The panel spent two fruitful days discussing key aspects of the study, including its scope, research agenda, participation of children, regional consultations, and plans for follow-up. Based on these discussions, the panel developed the attached concept outline, which presents the advisory panel’s vision for the study. 

The panel presented the outline to Paulo Pinheiro, the independent expert for the study, and to representatives of UNICEF, the World Health Organization, and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Professor Pinheiro responded very positively, and indicated that the concept outline was very similar to his own thoughts for the study, and a separate paper he was preparing together with the UN agencies. The panel also presented the paper to members of the NGO Subgroup on Children and Violence for discussion. Revisions were made on the basis of comments from both Pinheiro and the Subgroup. 

The advisory panel also prepared a brief document (attached) with specific recommendations regarding the relationship between the panel and Professor Pinheiro and his team, as well as staffing issues related to the secretariat. The document also outlines several additional tasks currently being undertaken by the advisory panel, including a briefing paper to encourage national-level action related to the study, planning for child participation in the advisory panel, and papers related to regional consultations and the development of a “core research instrument” that could be used as part of the study. These should be completed by early September. 

Meeting with Professor Pinheiro: 

The advisory panel met for two hours with Professor Pinheiro. In addition to discussing the advisory panel’s concept outline, Professor Pinheiro discussed the status of the study with the group. He stated that: 

· he hopes the study’s secretariat will be operational by early October; 

· a budget would be finalized and fundraising will begin very shortly; 

· the secretariat will consist of a director (selected through an open search) with perhaps up to five additional people in the team. He expects one staff person seconded from each of the three agencies -- UNICEF, OHCHR and WHO. In addition there will be a writer for the report and a web specialist. He is also very interested in the possibility of additional people seconded to the secretariat from NGOs and from other UN agencies beyond the three previously mentioned;
· the Secretariat will definitely be based in Geneva and possibly at the headquarters of the Inter-Parliamentary Union; 

· the two-year period for which the GA has mandated the study begins when the Secretariat is operational. It is as yet clear when the report would be due to be reported to the GA though it is hoped that it is December 2006, not 2005.

· the Secretariat would not undertake any new research on the issue by secretariat staff, although he hopes that the study will stimulate new research by others. 

· he is committed to regional consultations and agreed that the 7 UNICEF regions might be a better way to divide the regions than the 6 traditionally used by the UN (which does not recognise the Middle East and North Africa). 

· He reiterated his view of NGOs as “equal partners” in the study, and his openness to working with NGOs and receiving their inputs. 

Subgroup on Children and Violence: 

The Subgroup met on June 25th, discussing the bibliography and programme mapping projects initiated by the subgroup, the advisory panel’s concept paper, child participation, and the advisory panel’s meeting with Professor Pinheiro. The full minutes of this meeting are attached. The next meeting of the subgroup (for members that are able to be in Geneva) will be September 17 at 2 pm at the NGO Group office in Geneva. 

Child Welfare World Forum, Cape Town South Africa, October 2003: 

The International Forum for Child Welfare’s WorldForum 2003 will be held in Cape Town, South Africa from 21 - 23 October 2003.  WorldForum’s overall theme this year is Creating a Child Friendly Planet: Child Welfare Challenges in a Rapidly Changing World. The event’s website address is now live at http://www.helpkids.org.za/worldforum2003, and provides additional details. Inquiries can also be directed to worldforum2003@globalconferencesikapa.co.za. 
