UN Study on Violence Against Children

Update: March 14, 2003

· Expert formally appointed

· Upcoming events at the Commission on Human Rights

· Subgroup on Violence and Children: Agenda for March 27 meeting; minutes from last meeting

· Bibliography in French and Spanish

Pinheiro formally appointed:

Following a lengthy delay, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro has been appointed formally as the Secretary General’s independent expert for the UN Study on Violence Against Children. The mandate has also been given the title of Assistant Secretary General, which will facilitate the expert’s work within the United Nations. 

Fundraising for the study has still not begun, and a director for the study’s secretariat has not yet been named, although it has been agreed that the secretariat will be located in Geneva. Because of the time needed for fundraising, it will likely be some months yet before the secretariat is operational. 

Events with Prof. Pinheiro during the Commission on Human Rights: 

Professor Pinheiro has agreed to participate in two events with NGOs during the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva. The first, scheduled for 1 to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, April 2, will be a roundtable to discuss the Violence Study, including Professor Pinheiro, UN agencies, and NGOs. Jaap Doek of the Committee on the Rights of the Child is also invited.  The second event will be a more informal meeting with Professor Pinheiro just for NGOs, tentatively set for 10 a.m to 1 p.m. on April 3. 

Subgroup on Children and Violence:

The NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child’s Subgroup on Violence and Children will meet on March 27, from 1-3 p.m. at the Palais des Nations (UN) in Geneva and is open to all interested NGOs. The draft agenda includes: 

· An update on the expert for the study

· Update regarding the NGO advisory panel for the study 

· Preparation for the April 3 meeting between Professor Pinheiro and NGOs

· Commission on Human Rights: the rights of the child resolution; related events

· Violence against Children matrix (developed by Save the Children) 

The minutes from the January 20 meeting of the Subgroup are attached. 

Violence Against Children Bibliography: 

In December, we distributed a request for information on existing research that is relevant to the UN Study on Violence Against Children, particularly material produced by NGOs based on their work. We propose to create a resource list or bibliography of material that may be useful to the study’s expert and secretariat, as well as to NGOs that work on issues of violence against children. Eventually, we hope to have it posted on the web, with links to many of the resources listed. 

We sent information in English on how to submit information for the bibliography. Thanks to International Federation Terre des Hommes and Casa Alianza, this information is now translated into French and Spanish. Attached, please find all three language versions. Please circulate these through your networks and invite submissions. 

Best wishes, 

Jo Becker (Human Rights Watch; beckerj@hrw.org) 

Melanie Gow (World Vision International; Melanie_Gow@wvi.org)

Co-conveners, Subgroup on Children and Violence 

* * * 

Joining this list: This list is the primary means of communication for NGOs interested in the UN Study on Violence Against Children and for the Subgroup on Children and Violence. Those who would like to be added should send a blank e-mail to childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk. You will then receive a message asking you to confirm your participation. To confirm, one simply clicks “reply.”

