Opportunities for NGO Involvement in the UN Study on Violence Against Children: 

There will be many opportunities for involvement in the UN study by non-governmental organizations. In fact, involvement by the full range of NGOs will be essential for the study’s success, including organizations involved in children’s rights and welfare, professional organizations, child- and young people-led organizations, faith groups, human rights institutions, academic institutions and so on. 

Opportunities to involvement include the following:  

· National Networks and Coalitions: National NGOs are encouraged to form and/or use existing national networks or coalitions to begin collecting relevant information for the study, prepare consultations about violence against children in their country, and plan ways to follow-up the study and its recommendations. 

· Violence against Children E-mail list: An e-mail list has been set up to facilitate communication with NGOs about the study. The e-mail list provides information on how NGOs can contribute to the study, regular updates as the study progresses, and information on regional consultations and other related events. During 2003, updates have been sent about once a month. To sign up to the e-mail list, send a blank message to childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk. You will receive a message asking you to confirm your subscription; simply click “reply” to this message. 
· Sub-group on Violence and Children: The NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child has established a subgroup on violence against children. The subgroup will work to engage NGOs in the preparation and follow-up to the study, to engage the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other UN mechanisms on violence against children, and to seek ways to ensure that commitments made related to violence against children at the UN Special Session on Children are fulfilled. The subgroup meets regularly in Geneva, Switzerland. Meetings are announced through the e-mail list above. 

· NGO Advisory Panel: An advisory panel of about 25 members has been formed to advise on all aspects of the establishment of the Study, provide the independent expert and study secretariat with input on the study's content, process and outcomes, encourage and facilitate broad and effective NGO involvement in the study, and help mobilize effective follow-up to the study. Members were chosen to ensure regional and gender balance, expertise across the range of topics to be covered by the study, and representation of different sectors of NGOs, including advocacy, operational, professional, children and youth-led organizations, human rights institutions, etc.  

