Mapping of Activities relevant to the UN Study on Violence against Children.

In 2001 the UN General Assembly requested the Secretary- General to conduct an in-depth study on violence against children. This request followed a recommendation for such a study from the Committee on the Rights of the Child, based on its two days of general discussion on violence against children held in 2000 and 2001.

The proposed objectives of the study should be:

 to raise the international visibility of all forms of violence against children 

 to better understand the causes of the problem and its impact on children, adults and societies

 to assess existing mechanisms addressing violence against children 

 to develop an international action plan to effectively end the abuses  

The Committee recommended that the scope of the study cover violence against children within the family and homes, in schools, in care and residential institutions both private and state, in work situations, in the streets, in detention facilities and prisons, violence by police, and the use of capital and physical punishment. The Committee recommended further that the study include all forms of physical, mental violence or sexual violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, including bullying in schools, and corporal punishment. 

The study will identify and analyse/assess “Good Practices” in projects and research relevant to this study. In order to draw on previous and present experience and good models, we need to identify these practices within the members of the NGO Sub group on Children and Violence through a mapping exercise. The attached matrix has been developed to facilitate this exercise. Please study the attached matrix and list recent and/or ongoing projects by filling in the appropriate information as indicated for this exercise. It is essential that the projects you list in the matrix be relevant to the study and constitute in your opinion, an example of “good practices”. This means that not all projects you consider relevant should be listed. 

Please see below for some clarifications / suggestions on the categories we have selected in the matrix. However, since definitions and/or descriptions of violence vary, please feel free to use the terminology or concepts used by your organisation. 

Please send the completed matrix to: Eva Åhlén (eva.ahlen@rb.se) and/or 

Dora Giusti (dci-childlabour@tiscalinet.ch) 

Deadline for submission is July 31 2003.

Guidance notes for filling in the matrix:

The matrix has been designed to try and gain as much quality information about your selected project(s) as possible whilst trying to maintain a format that is easy to compile. It consists of a combination of short ‘tick-box’ answers as well as room for longer descriptions. It attempts to draw out the problems you initially identified in relation to violence against children, the causes of these problems, and the particular actions you are undertaking to address these problems. For the ‘lessons learned’ section, it is very useful to know about things that went wrong (and how they were corrected) as well as things that went right. Due to technical constraints, the matrix is only available as a file in ‘Word 2000’. If you have problems opening the file by email, please contact Eva Åhlén (eva.ahlen@rb.se) and/or Dora Giusti (dci-childlabour@tiscalinet.ch) for a faxed or postal version.

‘Children’:

The term ‘children’ as used here in the English language version refers to all under-18s, in line with the CRC.

Target groups:

These are some clarifications / suggestions for filling in the ‘target groups’ in relation to actions taken as part of your project. It would help us if you could add notes to the matrix to indicate more specifically who your actions are targeting: i.e.

 ‘Children’ could include: individual children or groups directly involved in the project, peer groups, youth groups, child-led organisations etc

 ‘Family’ could be: mother, father, siblings, step-parents, extended family, foster carers etc

 ‘Academic / schools’ could be: teachers, other school staff, university research departments etc 

 ‘Community’ could include: clubs, institutions, shopkeepers, employers, service providers (doctors, nurses, traditional health workers, social workers) etc

 ‘NGOs’: could be international, regional or local or non-governmental organisations providing help or services 

 ’Government’ could be: local, state, national, specific Ministries or departments such as the Department of Social Welfare, Health etc 

 ‘Law enforcement / judiciary / private security’ could include: police, lawyers, private security guards, judges, probation officers, prosecutors, Ministry of Justice etc

 ‘Religious / faith’ could be: religious leaders, religious school staff, people attending places of worship etc

 ‘Military’ could be: soldiers, commanders, military school staff etc

 ‘General public’ could include: wide audiences for mass media campaigns at local, national or international level etc

 ‘Media’ could include: print and broadcast media, journalists, local, national or international level etc

 ‘International agencies’ could be: specific UN agencies – e.g. UNICEF, WHO, UNHCR, peace-keeping personnel, World Bank etc

 ‘Other’ could include: refugee camp personnel, institution staff (e.g. orphanages, children’s homes), criminal gang leaders, trade unions, particular ethnic / racial / minority groups  etc

Children’s participation:

Please indicate to what extent children themselves are involved in your project, e.g. are they: consulted (at the planning stage only or on a regular, ongoing basis?), represented (e.g. in management decisions, meetings), acting as spokespersons for the project etc…. Is the project adult or child-initiated? Etc
