Recommendation from the Committee on the Rights of the Child for a UN Study on Violence Against Children:

Recommendation for an international study on violence against children, adopted at its 749th meeting on 12 October 2001: 

(7) 
In accordance with the provisions of article 45(c) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Committee recommends that the Secretary-General be requested, through the General Assembly, to conduct an in-depth international study on violence against children. The study should be as thorough and influential as the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children: Report of the expert of the Secretary-General, Mrs. Graça Machel” (A/51/306 of 26 August 1996). Such a study should:

(a) Be guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international standards and take full account of the recommendations adopted by the Committee at its days of general discussion, held in 2000 and 2001.

(b) Document the different types of violence of which children are victims, the prevalence of such violence and its impact on children, adults and societies. Areas of study should include violence within the family and home, in schools and care or residential institutions both State and private, in work situations and in the streets, in detention facilities and prisons, violence by police and the use of capital and physical punishment. Violence should include all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, including sexual abuse, bullying in schools and corporal punishment. Attention should be paid to the impact of discrimination (including inter alia, discrimination based on gender, race, economic status, etc) on the patterns of violence and vulnerability experienced by children.

(c) Seek to identify the causes of and contributing factors to violence against children, including factors – such as the role of legislation, public education and training of professionals - that contribute to or obstruct prevention, protection and recovery, and explore the links between different provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international human rights treaties in relation to violence against children. 

(d) Draw primarily on existing research and documentation, including reports to and of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Special Rapporteurs and other UN and UN-related bodies, including UNESCO, UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNFPA and WHO, and studies conducted by academics, research institutions and non-governmental organizations. The study should collect information on different human rights mechanisms and UN bodies and agencies and the extent to which the problem of violence against children is addressed in those activities from a human rights perspective.

(e) Be conducted in collaboration with all UN agencies and bodies, and particularly the Committee on the Rights of the Child, OHCHR and the UN human rights mechanisms, UNICEF, WHO, UNESCO, as well as with relevant non-governmental organizations, academic institutions and international professional organizations, and involving children themselves. 

On this basis, and taking into account information on the effectiveness of existing approaches, the study should lead to the development of strategies aimed at effectively preventing and combating all forms of violence against children, outlining steps to be taken at the international level as well as by States to provide effective prevention, protection, intervention, treatment, recovery and reintegration.

