NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Sub-Group on Child Labour

Report to the NGO Group on Activities May 2003 - May 2004

1. Background

The Sub-Group on Child Labour aims to raise awareness of the exploitation of Child Labour.   It promotes the effective implementation of relevant international Conventions, and facilitates the exchange of information between NGOs and the UN and ILO. It met twice during the reporting period, on 15 May 2003 and 19 November 2003.    

The Convenor of the Sub-Group during this period was Catherine Turner, Child Labour Officer, Anti-Slavery International. 

Other Sub-Group members were: Associated Country Women of the World (Meg Berruex-Bryant/ Joanna Koch), Consortium for Street Children, (Marie Wernham/Tom Feeney), Defence for Children International (Dora Giusti/Sandrine Létard/Usha Selvaraju), ECPAT International (Jo de Linde/Carmen Madrinan), Education International (Frederique Boni), Friends World Committee for Consultation (Rachel Brett), Human Rights Watch (Jo Becker/Lois Whitman), International Alliance of Women (Hélène Sackstein), International Catholic Child Bureau (Monique Mclellan), International Council of Women (Brigitte Polonovski Vauclair), International Federation of Social Workers (Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol), International Federation "Terre des Hommes" (Eylah Kadjar-Hamouda), Intervida World Alliance (Angela Escallon), Kindernothilfe (Barbara Duennweller), Mani Tese (Mariarosa Cutillo), Save the Children –Sweden (Eva Geidenmark/Anna Lindenfors), Save the Children – UK (Bill Bell/Emily Delap), Werkstatt Oekonomie (Klaus Heidel), World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (Georgina Peek), World Federation of Methodist And Uniting Church Women (Renate Bloem), World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations (Ursula Barter Hemmerich), World Vision International (Melanie Gow/Jennifer Philpot-Nissen).

Observers were: NGO Group for the CRC Liaison Unit (Denise Allen/Laura Theytaz-Bergman), 

International Labour Organisation (Yoshie Noguchi/Joost Kooijmans), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Paolo David) UNICEF (Lesley Miller). 

The Sub-Group on Child Labour aimed to fulfill its mission statement over the period by focusing its activities particularly on the International Labour Organisation, but also UNGASS, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the UN Study on Violence against Children and the UN Commission on Human Rights.   Specific objectives were set for each of these.

2. Objectives/Activities

1. ILO 
Objective:  continue to inform and support civil society involvement in promoting ratification and implementation of ILO Convention 182; continue collaboration with IPEC where required.  

As the ILO is core to the Sub-Group’s mission, the year’s activities were focused on this area.  Although NGOs are encouraged to contribute to the ILO Convention 182 procedure, very few NGOs in fact do.  The Sub-Group therefore aimed to encourage NGOs to participate in the process.  To this end, Anna Biondi Bird, Assistant Director of the Geneva Office of the International Confederation of Free Trades Unions (ICFTU) was invited to speak at the Sub-Group’s May meeting.  At the previous meeting, Joost Kooijmans from the ILO had explained the procedure for submitting information relevant to Convention 182 information to the ILO, but that the most effective way for NGOs to contribute material was in cooperation with trade unions, the tripartite member likely to be most responsive to NGO concerns.  Anna Biondi explained in practical terms how NGOs could do this.  

In order to disseminate this practical advice more widely, the Sub-Group convenor updated an existing briefing paper for NGOs on submitting material to the ILO on Convention 182 issues to include practical advice on collaborating with trade unions.   The NGO Group Liaison Unit then circulated this updated version among National Coalitions and added to the Sub-Group’s page on the CRIN website.

Moreover, over June and July 2003, the Sub-Group on Child Labour prepared a joint submission with the Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement on the recruitment of child soldiers into armed opposition groups in the Philippines and Sri Lanka under ILO Convention 182.     These were submitted to the ICFTU in July, who agreed to take up the issue and made their submissions to the ILO in September 2003.   As expected, the submissions did not appear in the ILO Committee of Experts Annual Report in March 2004.  It is likely consideration of the submissions was carried over for the following year (November/December 2004 session – for possible mention in the March 2005 report) as the September submission time did not leave the respective governments sufficient time to respond before the ILO Committee of Experts November/December 2003 session. Nevertheless this has been a positive exercise, and the Sub-Groups might wish to consider further submissions in the future.      

Following the success of the Sub-Group’s side event at the International Labour Conference (ILC) in June 2002, members planned to hold a similar event on child labour and indigenous children at the 2003 ILC to link it with the Convention on the Rights of the Child discussion day at the 2003.  However, this was regrettably cancelled at the last minute when IPEC’s application for a room was turned down due to a reduced allocation of rooms that year.   

The Sub-Group is very appreciative of the support and collaboration received from non-Sub-Group members, notably in this reporting period from ILO/IPEC, the ICFTU, Mr Peter Billie Larson (ILO Consultant) and members of the Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement.     

2. UNGASS

Objective: promote follow up to UNGASS, in particular the integration of National Plans of Action.   In the event the Sub-Group did not make a combined contribution to this, and decided not to include it in the following year’s workplan.  

3. CRC

Objective:  make the CRC Committee’s Concluding Observations on child labour more accessible to and useful for local activists. DCI continued to share summaries of all CRC discussions and concluding observations on child labour with Sub-Group members during the period of this activity report.  

4. UN Study on Violence against Children

Objective: collaborate to impact on the UN Study on Violence against Children. The Sub-Group noted that child labour issues are not currently included in the study and are considering contributing material regarding the sexual exploitation of child domestic workers.  Members were also encouraged to keep informed about developments by subscribing to the relevant email list-serve: childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk. 
5. UN Commission on Human Rights 

Objective: promote child labour issues at the CHR.  The Sub-Group made suggestions for the child labour paragraphs in the NGO alternative omnibus Child Rights Resolution.  

6. Sub-Group internal affairs

Objective:   ensure Sub-Group functions effectively; providing best possible service to members; ensure membership represents wide range of issues and geographical areas; ensure high level information exchange. 

The Sub-Group has been mainly concerned with the election of a new convenor as Anti-Slavery International’s term was due for completion at the end of this reporting period.  In April, Sub-Group members nominated Klaus Heidel, Werkstatt Oekonomie as their next chair/convenor.  

3. Concluding Comments

The Sub-Group has been particularly successful in promoting the implementation of ILO Convention 182 and encouraging greater cooperation between NGOs and ILO/IPEC and trade unions.  The Sub-Group has been less active in promoting child labour issues in other fora – in part because limited time and resources available led to the prioritisation of the Sub-Groups efforts into ILO-related work.  In part also because a clearly targeted and coordinated role for the Sub-Group has been less clear in the other areas.  


In future, the Sub-Group would like to continue its successful ILO-related work.  It would also like to develop its substantive expertise by introducing more themed discussions into meetings, and identifying key thematic areas to promote through various mechanisms. 

4. Contributions 

Human and Financial Resources May 03- May 04

May 2003 – May 2004

  US$
Anti-Slavery International staff time (23 days), travel, 

subsistence (2 trips to Geneva) (in-kind)

$ 5 000

Total

$ 5 000

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Convenor: Anti-Slavery International, Thomas Clarkson House, The Stableyard, Broomgrove Road, London SW9 9TL, UK,  

Tel: +44-207 501 8928   Fax: +44-207 738 4110

E-mail: c.turner@antislavery.org / j.blagbrough@antislavery.org
