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1. Name
Subgroup on the Child’s Right to Health
2. Mission statement 
Attached
3. Convenors 
Elaine Petitat-Côté, IBFAN-GIFA; Hélène Sackstein, IAW
4. Membership
List attached

5. Meetings

4 meetings were held in 2004 (January, March, May and November). Minutes of each meeting are available upon request.
· January: 
- preparation of a panel discussion during the 60th session of the Commission on Human Rights (30 March 2004) on Public-Private Partnerships and the impact of privatisation of health services on the child’s right to health; 
- briefing on the WHO Executive Board meeting; 
- report on a member survey undertaken in November 2003.

· March: 
- D. Ovett presented the work of her organisation: 3D(Trade-Human Rights-Equitable Economy; final preparation for the Commission on Human Rights panel as these issues were of particular relevance to the forthcoming SG panel; 
- discussion on and agreement to co-sponsor a panel event in NY on The Health of Indigenous Women and Girls: A Right Denied?. The event (17 May 2004 in NY) was organised by CORE, a Subgroup member; 
- discussion on the SG webpage; 
- decision to present a child right issue of particular concern to an individual SG member during forthcoming SG meetings.

· May: 
- presentation of the European Association for Children in Hospital (EACH) and its Charter for Children in Hospitals by H. Sieber; 
- Information and organisation of the General Discussion Day (17 September) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on “Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood”; 

- discussion and planned activities around the year’s agenda at CHR, WHO and the CRC Committee
· November:
- summary, evaluation and follow-up of the CRC Discussion Day (Presentations by EACH and IBFAN): recommendations included the topics presented by both our organisations. Summary of the meeting and recommendations had been sent to all members of the subgroup. A General Comment on the issue would be drafted and the subgroup would see if it were possible to participate in the drafting;

- presentation of the World Organisation of Women (WOW) by A. Butler;

- Subgroup website, finalisation;

- participation by subgroup members in various UN systems sessions during 2005: CRC (IBFAN), CHR (IAW), ILO (IAW, IBFAN), WHO-EB/WHA (IAW, IBFAN): a calendar of events was distributed and discussed;

- 2005 Workplan and Logical framework Analysis: explanation, discussion.

6. Objectives for 2004
Goal 1: To become a strong collective global voice

1.1. To develop and implement a communication strategy

- During three meetings the website page was discussed. By the end of the year it had been finalised. It was posted in January 2005 on the CRIN website.

1.2 To develop criteria for effective advocacy for the NGO Group as a whole and the thematic subgroups

- Both convenors participated actively in the NGO Group Coordinating Committee ad hoc groups (LUP management, review of new UN policies, ECOSOC consultative status criteria, communication material work groups).

1.4 To offer professional and technical support

- See 1.2 above.

- During the course of the year, both convenors worked on the NGO Group history booklet.

1.5 To build partnerships outside the NGO Group’s Geneva base

- As this was the first year of the subgroup’s functioning, we were proficient in extending our membership to groups such as CORE that are based abroad. Several of the subgroup’s members are not based in Geneva which is positive inasmuch as it leads to a diversity of ways of thinking, but which is negative as it means difficulties in meeting together for example. See point 9 (Partners) below.

Goal 2: To enhance effective NGO engagement with the Human Rights system for the benefit of children

2.1 To develop and strengthen networks with expertise in child’s rights

- within the context of the CRC review system, many efforts were made to involve NGOs at national and local level in the CRC members states reviews. In 2004, 16 IBFAN NGO reports were sent to the CRC Committee. Also, members of the subgroup attended the NGO Coalition subgroup’s three meetings and made contacts with NGOs based abroad.

- IAW members provided regular reports to the Committee on ESCR and CEDAW.

- IAW also collaborated with IGOs on the treatment and rehabilitation of trafficked children.

- IAW adopted a resolution to be used for lobbying purposes within the UN system on health research to enhance investment on health issues concerning women and children. 

2.2 To produce and disseminate guidelines for reporting to the CRC Committee as well as to the UN system in general

- This was done on a regular basis for all CRC sessions by IBFAN. Similar guidelines were discussed with the Committee on CESR to rationalise and improve reporting with NGOs.

2.3 To disseminate the CRC’s Concluding Observations and Recommendations

- IBFAN prepared a report after each CRC session, including a summary of discussion related to health and nutrition and Committee recommendations related to Basic health and welfare (three reports in all). They were disseminated to the whole subgroup on health, the NGO Group Coordinating Committee, as well as to IBFAN membership and other interested parties. They have also been posted on the subgroup website.

- IAW has developed its own website to inform members about the CESCR activities and recommendations.

2.4. To summarize and disseminate relevant decisions, recommendations and studies from the UN Human Rights system and specialised agencies

- In 2004, reports on WHO and ILO activities and orientations were disseminated to subgroup members as well as institutional members.

2.5. To contribute to the selection of topics of the CRC annual discussion day

- The subgroup corresponded with the CRC Committee concerning the theme of the 2004 discussion day (Early Childhood Development) and its suggestions were taken on board.

- Members of the subgroup took part actively in the discussion day, presenting papers and participating in the debate on 17 September.

Goal 3: To strengthen the NGO Group as an organisation

3.1. To revise the governance structure of the NGO Group to make it more transparent and accessible

- Both subgroup convenors participated regularly at NGO Group Coco meetings as well as in several taskforces during the course of the year. Information was sent to subgroup members and discussed at meetings.

3.2. To develop and implement strategies to enhance partnerships with complementary thematic networks and groupings within the NGO Group

- Members of the subgroup participated in meetings and activities held by other subgroups (education, national coalitions, juvenile justice, violence against children, sexual exploitation), taskforces and programmes Management Team (Liaison Unit), Resource (Focal Point Programme on Sexual exploitation, Abuse and Violence)

7. Specific Activities and Strategies
- Organisation of a panel discussion on Public-Private Partnerships and the Impact of Privatisation on Health Services on the Child’s Right to health during the 60th session of the Commission on Human Rights (30 March 2004). The round table included four speakers: health specialist from Save the Children UK, the President of the International Council of Nurses, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to health, and the Budget Director of the Government of Uganda. There were approximately 100 participants.

- Compilation of data on subgroup members for the subgroup website.

- Collaboration was strengthened with the NGO Forum for Health where IAW representative and convenor of the subgroup sits on the Steering Committee (attending monthly meetings regularly), the Special NGO Committee on Human Rights (where IAW representative and SG convenor is Vice-President),  the NGO Committee on the Status of Women which is regularly attended by an IAW representative who was rapporteur on a panel of the Beijing+10 follow-up.

- Regular communication was developed with relevant WHO, UNICEF, ILO, the Special Rapporteur on Health and UNFPA staff, as well as with government missions on matters related to the CHR resolution on health (Brazil and South Africa).
8. Evaluation
In the brief period since September 2003 when the Subgroup was launched, it has clearly been able to attract the interest of NGOs working directly and indirectly on children’s rights and/or on health-related issues, and of staff from important health-related International Organisations as indicated by the variety of participants in meetings and electronic communications. There are now Subgroup members in Asia and Africa, and periodic contacts with NGOs in Latin and North America. 
Despite the obvious enthusiasm of many members, it is evident that the subgroup has limited capacity and needs to focus its actions with care. Members are engaged in many other activities and tasks, and no one is able to devote their entire time, particularly on a voluntary basis, to the subgroup, although there would be sufficient scope for full-time efforts at many levels. This issue may warrant some serious discussion at a future meeting, not only of the SG, but perhaps of the NGO Group, in particular regarding its engagement in concrete projects.

Considerable efforts were put into the panel discussion and the CRC Committee General Discussion Day, as well as to attending and reporting on longer sessions such as those of the CHR and the CRC, WHA and related health activities.
9. Partners
The subgroup is still young, and had not reached its cruising speed at the end of 2004. However, it had achieved considerable outreach, beyond the boundaries of the NGO Group and had established meaningful collaboration with NGO networks such as the NGO Forum for Health (FFH), UNICEF network on girls and the Committee on Indigenous Health, as well as trade unions such as Public Service International which includes associations of health personnel (medical and paramedical) around the world. Finally, contacts with UN organs and specialised agencies such as the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Special Rapporteur on Health, UNICEF, WHO.

10.Contributions
- Special financial expenses incurred in 2004 for the panel organised during the Commission of Human Rights were provided by IBFAN-GIFA, the NGO Forum for Health and WAGGGS (CHF 600.-). IAW, WAGGS, ICN and Save the Children-UK provided time and input to the panel. The Subgroup also wishes to extend its thanks to UNICEF-Uganda which funded the panel participation of the Uganda Government Budget Director, to UNICEF-Geneva which provided the panel moderator and to the World Bank for its general assistance in logistics.

The representative of the IAW, as prime organiser of the panel, spent the equivalent of 2 full months of work in research, the development of content and discussions on both substance and logistics with speakers and partners.

- Similarly, IBFAN, EACH and other members of the Subgroup, provided time and input to the General Discussion Day of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, amounting also to several weeks of drafting, preparation, etc. 

- Finally, ICN and the convenors provided substantive input to the development of the Subgroup web site.
The total financial cost is easily the equivalent of CHF 7000.- for the period covering 2004. 
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