Annual Report, 2003

NGO Group for the CRC

Subgroup on the Child’s Right to Health
1) Name

Subgroup on the Child’s Right to Health

2) Mission statement 
See document attached, Annex 1
3) Convenors 

Elaine Petitat-Côté, IBFAN-GIFA

Hélène Sackstein, IAW
4) Membership

Subgroup members and observers (link to above) 
5) Objectives and activities

a) Overall objective for 2003

To set up a proactive working group of child’s rights NGOs and other interested parties intent upon stimulating exchange and channelling of information between NGOs and International Organisations as well as within the NGO Group for CRC in relation to the health and health rights of children.

b) Strategies and activities

- Launching of the subgroup took place in September 2003 and in the course of the year, many of its activities were related to this: before its creation, the two future co-convenors met informally to elaborate the Mission Statement, aims and concrete objectives of the future subgroup; plans to create the subgroup were announced at the NGO Group General Assembly in May 2003; the subgroup was convened officially for the first time in September.

- Meetings were held in September, October and November 2003.

September: development of a draft Mission Statement, of future activities and calendar of events were further elaborated and discussed.

October: representatives from WHO, UNICEF and OHCHR (office of the Special Rapporteur on Health) as well as from the Liaison Unit of the NGO Group, presented their respective organisation work and orientation as they related to child health and the child’s right to health. Areas for possible collaboration were also discussed. 

November: the subgroup decided to organise a panel discussion during the 60th session of the Commission on Human Rights (30 March 2004) on Public-Private Partnerships and the impact of privatisation of health services on the child’s right to health. A task force - Hélène Sackstein and Judith – was set up for its preparation and became operational in November.

 - Other activities: preliminary work on the subgroup website; compilation of data on subgroup member organisations; correspondence with the CRC Committee concerning the theme of the 2004 discussion day (September 2004); participation in CRC Session 34 (September 03) and reporting on the health issues discussed during the country reviews; preparation for participation in the January session of WHO Executive Board meeting. 

c) Evaluation

- In the brief period between September and December 2003, the new subgroup was clearly able to attract the interest of members of NGOs working directly and indirectly on children’s rights and/or on health related issues, and of staff from important health-related International Organisations: various different people attended the meetings that were organised, responded to emails and proposed to take on responsibility in upcoming activities and events. It appears that there is a need to develop links and a willingness to proceed. 

- Several projects were discussed and preliminary actions taken towards their organisation in 2004: CHR panel discussion and follow-up in partnerships with the NGO Forum for Health; CRC discussion day; subgroup website; discussion lists; co-sponsorship of an event on the right to health of indigenous girls during the Forum on Indigenous people in May 2004. The 2004 report will describe these activities thoroughly.
d) Partners

As the subgroup is in its infancy, we are still in the process of establishing our membership. A core group of members is emerging; it includes important international NGO networks such as CORE, EACH, IAW, IBFAN, ICN, Save the Children and WAGGGS for example. 

Finally, we are developing contacts both with NGOs – concrete activities were already undertaken in 2003 with the NGO Forum for Health (FFH) and the Committee on Indigenous Health (COIH) – and with international organisations, such as, for example, the CRC, the Special Rapporteur on Health, UNICEF, WHO.
6. Concluding comments

The convenors of this new subgroup feel that there was indeed a need for its creation. However, given it is very young, we realise that we are still in the process of seeking the Subgroup identity, and exploring  how we can work together efficiently and productively for the interest of all its members. 

During 2004 we plan to strengthen the core group of active members, expand our outreach, work closely with UN organisations (CRC, WHO, and the Special Rapporteur on Health), as well as tap local expertise in academia.

7. Contributions

In 2003, the convenors and the task force for the panel provided supplies and photocopies equivalent to CHF 200.-

In-kind contributions (time devoted to Subgroup work) can be roughly tallied as follows: 

- IAW - H. Sackstein: 10 full working days 
- IBFAN - Elaine Petitat-Côté: 8 full working days

- ICN - Sheila Hayes: preparation for the 2004 Panel discussion and the development of the website (has not been estimated).
- WAGGGS - J. Verkooijen: 5 full working days

Financial expenses were incurred in 2004 and will be included in the next report.

8. Adoption of the 2003 Annual Report

The report for 2003 was officially adopted by the subgroup at its meeting on 7 May 2004.

The convenors would like to thank in particular J. Verkooijen of WAGGGS) for her enthusiasm, availability and assistance from the launch of the subgroup in September.
Geneva, 10 May 2004

Elaine Petitat-Côté, Hélène Sackstein
8. Workplan, 2004

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child
Sub-Group on the Child’s Right to Health

Work Plan for 2004

As the Sub-Group is in its very premises and membership is still uncertain, this work plan may change relatively to the interest of members. Presently work will focus more specifically on the health and nutrition of infants and young children, health of adolescents, violence against girls.

Objectives:

· ensure ongoing exchange of information 1) within the NGO Group and its members’ outreach, 2) within CONGO’s Forum for Health, 3) with WHO and UNICEF staff, as well as 4) with the new Special Rapporteur on Health, interested CRC Committee members and other relevant experts;

· promote a coherent country coverage of the child’s right to health in all NGO alternative reports to the CRC Committee, as well as in resolutions of the CHR, its Sub-Commission, treaty bodies and other relevant organs of the UN and specialised agencies;

· assist national and regional NGOs to use the CRC Committee’s Concluding Observations as a tool for advocacy, implementation and the formulation of national plans of action;

· monitor the development of the Study on Violence against children and provide, as needed, NGO input on the role of health in both the prevention of violence against children and the treatment of victims.
Activities:

· follow and participate actively (input in resolutions, advocacy, lobbying) in various relevant UN meetings, Assemblies, Commissions and Sessions (CESCR, CHR, CRC, ILC, UNHCR, WHA/EB, etc.);

· meet regularly and develop working forms of collaboration with WHO and UNICEF staff, members of the CRC Committee, the Special Rapporteurs on Health, on Food, on Violence against women and girls, CONGO, etc;

· raise awareness of national and local NGOs in relation to CRC and CHR, specifically concerning child’s right to health; monitor their use of the Concluding Observations as a tool to improve their government’s progress in implementing the COs;

· monitor UN Study on Violence against Children and inform all interested parties; 

· report on participation in various assemblies and disseminate the information largely to all interested parties (NGO Group Secretariat and members, other Sub-Groups, etc.).

Budget:

· Time of co-convenors and participants donated in kind;

· Office space for meetings provided by DCI.

Co-convenors:

Elaine Petitat-Côté (elaine.cote@gifa.org)   Hélène Sackstein (hsack@free.fr)
