MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SUB-GROUP ON NATIONAL COALITIONS

Date: October 8, 2003

Venue: DCI Office, Geneva

Participants: See appendix.

Introduction

The participants introduced themselves. In addition to representatives from NGO Group members, there were representatives from national child rights coalitions in India and Indonesia that were in Geneva for the pre-sessional meeting of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The national coalition from Slovenia should have come, but had to catch an early flight back home.

Introducing human rights to children and young people

Franziska Surber from the International Service for Human Rights, Geneva introduced us to their training programme on human rights to children and young people through a card game.

The International Service for Human Rights runs two training programmes; one focuses on human rights courses for international organisations. In addition to general human rights courses, they also offer courses on HR in specific countries (for ex the Sudan) and in relation to specific themes. The other programme is the one on human rights for children and young people. This programme is quite new and specifically focusing on the Swiss context. 

Franziska also promoted some interesting training materials on human rights. Information on these materials could be found on their website: www.ishr.org.

Panel presentations

The representatives from the national coalitions made presentations on the situation of children in their country and what they had specifically highlighted in their alternative reports.

India

The representatives from India, who in fact represented four various coalitions in the country, highlighted the following issues in their alternative report:

· The shortfalls of the State Party report: it is only a one ministry report without any collaboration with other departments within the ministry let alone with other ministries.

· The lack of analysis of the impact of economic changes and natural disasters in the country.

· Issues relating to discrimination due to gender, caste, class, ethnicity.

· The fact that the country is using a needs-based approach to resolving children’s problems instead of a rights-based.

· The country has not followed up the concluding observations from the previous report.

· The reporting process was not participatory.

· There was a lack of information.

· Considerable lack of mechanisms to follow child rights.

· The allocation of resources and its effects on child rights.

· The definition of a child and various conflics that it entails.

The delegation from India included two young people from the child labour movement. They particularly draw our attention to the following shortcomings in the implementation of the CRC:

· Participating rights need to be further emphasised.

· Working children are not valued, for ex their right to quality education is denied.

· Corporal punishment is common in schools.

· Working children are not protected, for ex they have to work long hours, they are beaten, harassed by the police and no one take their views into account.

· Working children are put into jail which stigmatises their families.

· Children are not enough protected in their homes.

· Lack of infrastructure to make children’s lives secure.

· Many children take care of their siblings which prevent them from going to school.

· Important to listen to children in matters concerning them, because they knew their reality best.

Indonesia

The National Coalition of Indonesia was set up about five years ago. They have 36 members. The main focus of their work is child trafficking, child labour, sexual exploitation and indigenous children.

Their alternative report particularly brings up the following issues:

· The fact that the CRC was ratified by a presidential decree and not by the parliament.

· The seven reservations made by Indonesia and their implications on the implementation of child rights.

· The definition of the child and the contradictions and conflicts that it brings about. There are age limits between 8 years up to 21 years.

· The security registration and its implications on child rights.

· The fact that many children are not registered at birth.

· Gender discrepancy in education.

· Lack of implementation of article 29.

· Juvenile justice and the age of criminal responsibility.

· The high incidence of sexual abuse, commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking.

· The situation of refugee children.

The alternative reports will be available on www.crin.org when the State Party reports have been examined by the Committee on the Rights of the Child provided that the national coalitions give their approval for publication.

Child rights programming and children’s environmental rights

As a follow-up to the previous meeting of the sub-group, when the main concepts of child rights programming were discussed, Eva Geidenmark presented a leaflet on children’s environmental rights as an example of child rights programming in practice. The leaflet highlights what rights could be considered as children’s environmental rights, for ex the right to adequate housing and the right to water and sanitation. Schools; their location and structure are important features of a child’s right to education as a long way to school and poor school buildings will have an effect on the enjoyment of the right to education. The leaflet also discusses the role of the various duty-bearers and how a supportive environment could be set up. The leaflet is available on the website of Save the Children Sweden: www.rb.se.

International mechanisms

The sub-group on Sexual Exploitation of Children of the NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child has published a guide for national NGOs on International Mechanisms to Combat Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. The handbook is available from the NGO Group on the CRC.

Approaches to promoting regional meetings

The sub-group on National Coalitions has been involved in the organisation of regional meetings of child rights NGO coalitions in Europe. So far, there have been three meeting. The last one took place in Vilnius last year. The Belgian coalition has offered to host the next regional meeting next year. A committee will be set up to further plan the programme of the meeting. 

The feasibility of organisating similar meetings in other regions was discussed. There have been regional meetings in Africa, Asia and Latin America in the 90’s. We discussed other up-coming meetings like SAARC meetings in Asia, World Social Forum also in Asia in January 2004, the meeting on birth registration organised by UNICEF among others in Dakar in January 2004, etc,  to which a meeting of national coalitions could be linked.  There was a general feeling among the representatives from Asia that it would be worthwile to look into the possibilities of organising a meeting of coalitions in the region with a special focus on those that have recently reported to the Committee on the CRC or are about to report to exchange experiences and strategies on how to follow-up the concluding observations, advocacy work, etc. Such a meeting could be linked to another meeting, but also be an event in itself. The question of financial resources needs also to be considered.

The sub-group on National Coalitions will look further into the question both in terms of what is going on in the regions as well as possibilities for financing.

Work plan for 2004

The work plan of the sub-group for 2004 will mainly focus on facilitating and encouraging exchange of experiences between national child rights coalitions, for ex support to organisation of regional meetings, organisation of meetings of national coalitions when in Geneva and documentation and dissemination of experiences of CRC work through CRIN and other relevant channels. 

Next meeting

The next meeting of the Sub-group on National Coalitions will take place in the first week of February 2004  in connection with the next pre-sessional meeting of the Committee on the Rights of Child.

Eva Geidenmark

Convenor of the Sub-group on National Child Rights Coalitions

Save the Children Sweden

on behalf of the International Save the Children Alliance
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