Minutes of the meeting of the sub group on National Coalitions June 12, 2003

1. Eva Geidenmark welcomed the participants and there was a round of presentations.

2. Eva  made a short presentation of child rights programming (see appendix) and how organisations can use a rights-perspective in their work. She also mentioned that the International Save the Children Alliance has produced a handbook on child rights programming, which will be circulated to the participants.

3. Representatives from the national coalitions made presentations on their present work and future challenges. All of them were in Geneva to present their alternative reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

Pakistan: Ms Khalida Salimi talked about the social and cultural context of Pakistan where women are totally surpressed. A lot of money is still spent on defence and many children have to start working from the age of 5-6 years.  They do not have any access to education. Many spend their time on the streets and are picked up by the police under the Vagrancy Act.   There is no tradition of child participation. However, there is some progress and initiatives for development.

New Zealand:  Ms Alison J Blaiklock and Mr John Hancock gave a summary of the main points of  their alternative report. It focuses on the situation of minority groups of the country that are of maoric, pacific and Asian origin. These groups face a number of violations of their rights to education, best possible health, nationality, etc. The government has elaborated a national agenda for children. NGOs have made their own analysis which shows that there is a chronic lack of resources, lack of understanding of the rights of the child and that the CRC is still considered controversaial. At the end of their presentation the New Zealand coalition was asked whether they could produce a list of actions that they intend to do as a follow-up to their alternative report to share with other coalitions/networks. They will write such a list and the sub group will circulate it.

Madagascar: Mr Mosa Justin and Mr Hery Francis talked about the situation of children in Madagascar. There is a big difference between government rhetoric and practical actions. Children are seen as the future of the country, but the parents do not have the means to ensure a minimum standard for the children. There is a big informal sector and poverty is spreading. HIV/Aids is a growing problem. People are ignorant of the rights of the child. There is no child rights coalition in Madagascar but there is a human rights coalition. Violations of the child’s right to education and health are frequent.

4. Denise Allen gave a summary of a recent survey on national coalitions that has recently been finalized (see appendix).

5. The sub group on national coalitions has a web page on CRIN which is continuously up-dated. It contains information on the work of the sub group, various documents related to the work of national coalitions, etc.

6. Denise Allen also circulated an up-dated list of addresses, contact people etc of national coalitions worldwide.

7. Eva Geidenmark made short presentation of the work plan 2003 for the sub group (see appendix).

8. Elaine Petitat mentioned that she has gone through a large number of concluding observations and noted that breast-feeding and related issues to nutrition are mentioned in many of them. She thinks that this is due to the fact that her organisation brings up the issue for each state party when their report is going to be considered.

9. The next meeting of the sub group will take place in October in connection with the pre-sessional meeting of the Committee.
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