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NGO Group for the CRC
SUBGROUP ON THE CHILD’S RIGHT TO HEALTH

Annual Work Plan – 2005
1. NAME
Subgroup on the Child’s Right to Health (SG-CRTH)

2. MISSION STATEMENT
Through networking and the use of the NGO Group structure and outreach (items are not listed in order of priority):

· ensure an ongoing exchange of information with the NGO Group in general, interested Sub-Groups and members’ outreach;

· ensure complementary exchanges with CONGO’s Forum for Health and encourage the mainstreaming of children’s health issues in their own programme; 

· aim for a coherent country coverage of the child’s right to health in all NGO alternative reports to the Committee or through additional input and assist national and regional NGOs to use the Committee’s Concluding Observations as a tool for advocacy, implementation and the formulation of national plans of action;

· aim for a similar coherent coverage of  the child’s right to health in resolutions of the CHR, its Sub-Commission, treaty bodies and other relevant organs of the UN and specialised agencies;

· monitor the development of the Study on Violence against children and provide, as needed, NGO  input on the role of  health in both the prevention of violence against children and the treatment of victims;

Through the participation of relevant observers;

· engage WHO and UNICEF staff, the new Special Rapporteur on health, specific interested CRC Committee members and other relevant and interested experts  in pro-active exchanges with members of the Sub-Group.
3. CONVENORS
Elaine Petitat-Côté – IBFAN, and Hélène Sackstein – IAW

4. MEMBERSHIP
Denise Allen – NGO Group for the CRC - Secretariat

Ursula Barter-Hemmerich - World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations

Angela Escallon Emiliani - Intervida World Alliance

Anwar Fazal – World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action

Jacqueline Galley - Soroptimist

Tesfamicael Gheebrehiwet – International Council of Nurses

Sheila Hayes – International Council of Nurses

Rachael Heath – World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 
Elisabeth Helsing – World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action

Pat Hughes – International Council of Nurses

Eyla Kadjar-Hamouda - International Federation Terre des Hommes
Gudrun Haupter – International Alliance of Women

Regina Keith – Save the Children-UK

George Kent – World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action

Joanna Koch – Associated Country Women of the World; International Federation of Home Economics

Roy Laifungbam - Centre for Organisation Research and Education

Véronique Lerch – SOS-Kinderdorf International

Sandrine Létard – Defence for Children International (Child Labour)

Davinia Ovett – 3D(Trade-Human Rights-Equitable Economy

Elaine Petitat-Côté – International Baby Food Action Network

Brigitte Polonovski-Vauclair – International Council of Women

Berhane Ras-Work – Inter-African Committee

Hélène Sackstein – International Alliance of Women

Annemarie Schlack – SOS-Kinderdorf International

Hanne Sieber – EACH European Association for Children in Hiospital

Soon Young Yoon – NGO UNICEF Committee on Girls – Working Group on Health and International Alliance of Women

Judith Verkooijen – World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

Observers

NGO Forum for Health: Christine Hurlimann
OHCHR Special Rapporteur on the right to health: Paul Hunt; Lisa Oldring

UNICEF: Lesley Miller

UNFPA: Ana Angarit

WHO: Marcus Stahlhofer, Helena Nygren-krug

Afton Beutler – Worldwide Organization for Women

Manjit Dosanjh – CERN (works on bioethics)

Fanou-Ako – Enfants Solidaires d’Afrique et du Monde - Benin

Myrna Lachenal - World Federation of Mental Health

Davinia Ovett – 3D(Trade-Human Rights-Equitable Economy

Nance Upham– Peoples’ Health Movement
5. MEETINGS
The Subgroup meets approximately every two or three months to coincide with the NGO Group General Assembly, WHO events or the Commission on Human Rights. Electronic contacts are kept up regularly.

6. OBJECTIVES FOR 2005
Goal 1: To become a strong collective global voice
1.1 To develop and implement a communication strategy

-
Set up and update the Subgroup web page as needed to ensure it can serve as an information tool;

-
Participate in the subgroup leaflet and other documents as needed.

1.2 To coordinate and/or actively participate in major international events

-
Emory University Conference: “Lessons Learned from Rights Based Approaches to Health”, April 2005

-
People’s Health Assembly, July 2005
1.5 To build up partnerships outside the NGO Group’s Geneva base

-
Collaborate closely with networks beyond the NGO Group (NGO Forum for Health, network on Indigenous women and children, UNICEF network on girls, trade unions dealing with the right to health; the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, etc.

Goal 2: To enhance effective NGO engagement with the Human Rights system for the benefit of children

2.1 To develop and/or strengthen networks with expertise in children’s rights
· See 1.5 above.
2.2 To influence the working methods and processes of the CRC Committee and other relevant treaty bodies

Committee on the Rights of the Child
· Prepare a list of specific questions related to health matters for submission to the CRC Committee, the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) and other treaty bodies for eventual use in their concluding observations
· Attend CRC sessions and meet with members of the CRC Committee
· Monitor the General Comment on adolescent health and development.
WHO Executive Board and World Health Assembly
· Strengthen dialogue with relevant WHO departments dealing with aspects of young child and adolescent nutrition and health;

· Assist in drafting of resolutions if relevant and feasible; prepare statements.

Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health

-
Continue close collaboration.

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

-
Develop a closer dialogue with the Committee to ensure systematic mainstreaming of children’s right to health in all aspects of its work.
2.3 To influence the decisions and recommendations of the CRC Committee

-
Give input to a General Comment on Early Childhood Development
2.4 To disseminate information and decisions from the CRC Committee and other treaty bodies

-
Compile reports following each CRC session and send to membership

-
Provide relevant information on the recommendations of the CESCR

Goal 3: To strengthen the NGO Group as an organisation

3.2 To enhance partnerships with complementary networks and groupings within the NGO Group
-
Hold join meetings whenever relevant, particularly with those dealing with fundamental rights such as education, violence, sexual exploitation
7. SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND STRATEGIES
-
In close collaboration with the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, develop a close dialogue with Government delegations interested in health issues, in order to a) ensure the inclusion of child health into the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) resolution on health, and b) improve the visibility of child health as a fundamental right throughout the CHR omnibus resolution on children;
-
Monitor WHO activities with a view to improving the Organisation’s consideration of the child’s right to health in all relevant aspects of its work;
-
Follow-up the recommendations of the panel on the privatisation of health services organised in March 2004 by the Subgroup;
-
Prepare a list of specific questions related to health matters for submission to the CRC Committee, the CESCR Committee and other treaty bodies for eventual use in their concluding observations, as noted in 2.2 above.
8. BUDGET
Until now the co-convenors and members of the Subgroup have provided their time and all the funds needed to carry out Subgroup activities with the exception of special events such as the panel organised during the CHR for which funds were raised through partner networks. The Subgroup will proceed similarly in 2005.
