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1. Name

Subgroup on Children and Violence

2. Mission statement 
Around the world children are being abused, beaten, violated and exploited. For NGOs working to protect children from such violence, urgent action is needed. The Sub Group on Children and Violence aims to take action that will promote violence prevention strategies and protect children who are vulnerable. In particular the Sub Group focuses on the framework provided by the CRC and works towards the implementation of this instrument as a  legal obligation for governments and as a core protection tool for children. 
3. Convenors

Jo Becker, Human Rights Watch and Melanie Gow, World Vision International

4. Membership

Please see attached membership list. In addition, there is a much larger list of NGOs and observers who have subscribed to the information list-serve (childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk) that is overseen by the Co-Convenors of the Sub Group.

5.Meetings

The Sub Group meets every two-three months

6.Background Activities

The Sub Group was created in response to a growing interest from NGO Group members on issues of violence against children. The Sub Group’s development followed the two days of General Discussion held by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on this theme and contains many of the same members that formed a caucus on the issues at the UNGA Special Session on Children. The Sub Group has primarily been focused on influencing and informing NGOs about the Secretary-General’s Study on Children and Violence. The Sub Group has also been active through the Commission on Human Rights and in working with the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

7. Objectives

Overall Objective:

Provide an effective forum for NGOs to influence the UN Study on Children and Violence, emphasizing a rights based approach and the role of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Through this to promote the NGO Group as a global voice for child rights.

a) Objectives for 2005

Committee on the Rights of the Child

· The Committee systematically consider violence issues in Concluding Observations

· A General Comment on CAV is developed

UN Study

· Actively engage in, inform and influence the UN Study on violence against children. 

· Inform and facilitate the involvement of the wider NGO Group in the UN study

Commission on Human Rights

· Work closely in support of the Sub Group on the Commission on Human Rights to bring about better protection for children from violence

· Ensure that the Sub Group has a strong and ongoing relationship with a number of the relevant Special Rapporteurs. 

Partnership

· Collaborate closely with other NGO Sub-Groups on common objectives, in particular regarding Child Labour, Children in Armed Conflict and Displaced Children, Commission on Human Rights and Juvenile Justice. 
· Encourage Sub Group members to work with their national and regional affiliates to actively engage in both the UN study on violence against children and in alternate reports to the CRC that highlight violence against children
· Seek to engage and influence the Special Expert for the UN study and his office
· Create influential relationships with various UN agencies, in particular Committee for the CRC, UNICEF, WHO and OHCHR

b)
Strategies and activities:
Committee on the Rights of the Child

· Encourage national NGOs to highlight violence against children in alternate reports

· Promote the role of the CR Committee in the UN Study on Children and Violence

· Encourage the development of a General Comment on an aspect of Children and Violence

UN Study

· Hold meetings with the Special Expert and Secretariat staff 
·  Write letters and hold briefings to seek to influence the UN study
· Ensure  yearly meetings are held between the Sub Group and the Advisory Group
· Send out regular updates to the wider NGO community about the Study
· Meet with UNICEF, OHCHR and WHO to discuss the Study and its process
· Develop specific projects – matrix, child protection training – to submit to the Study Secretariat
· Encourage NGO participation in the Regional Consultations planned for 2005
Commission on Human Rights

· Hold joint meeting with the SG on the CHR to determine joint strategies

· Attend and contribute to the child rights caucus during the Commission

· Hold a panel discussion/briefing on children and violence/the study

· Meet with the UN study Special Expert during the Commission

Partnerships

· Hold regular joint meetings with other Sub Groups

· Meet regularly with UN agency representatives 

· Send regular updates on the UN study to a wide listserve

· Work with staff from the FPP and LUP to ensure national coalitions and regional facilitators are informed about the UN study process and opp engagement

8. Contributions

In-kind contributions (time devoted to Subgroup work) is roughly estimated as follows:

Time of Convenors:  Jo Becker (HRW) and Melanie Gow (WVI): 15 full working days / year

Members involved both in production of tools (eg: programme matrix, bibliography, etc) and in meetings: 6 full working days

All active members participating in meetings and sending inputs:  3 full working days

CRIN (Veronica Yates):  updating of webpage as required

Total direct costs (telecommunications, printing, etc.) covered by HRW, World Vision International  and the NGO Group at around CHF1000.- 

9. Work-plan adopted via email by members of the Sub Group, October 2004

