NGO Group for the CRC
Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement

Work Plan for the year 2005 

1. NAME

Subgroup on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement

2. MISSION STATEMENT

The Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement is a network of international NGOs working for the rights of children affected by armed conflict and displacement. 

The Sub-Group’s main objectives are 
• To facilitate planning of  joint activities 
• To be a platform for information sharing among NGOs and with relevant UN agencies and the ICRC 
• To gradually become an “NGO focal point” on children and armed conflict for UN agencies 
• To develop outreach at national level 

The Sub-Group engages in different activities that include advocacy, expert advise and participation in international forums. 

To achieve its objectives, the Sub-Group works in close collaboration with other networks such as the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers and the New York based NGO Committee on UNICEF/Sub-Working Group on Children in Armed Conflict. 

The Sub-Group is currently chaired by World Vision and ICCB. It is a subsidiary body of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The NGO Group is a coalition of international non-governmental organisations, which work together to facilitate the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. It was originally formed in 1983 as the Informal Ad Hoc NGO Group for the Drafting of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It has been credited with having a constructive influence on the Convention’s final text. After the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the United Nations General Assembly, the 
NGO Group reorganized itself in order to assist in the monitoring and implementation of the Convention. 

3. CONVENORS

Jennifer Philpot-Nissen (World Vision International) & Maggie McCallin (International Catholic Child Bureau

4. MEMBERSHIP

The Sub-Group is based in Geneva and is currently composed of 19 NGO members. Other observers regularly meetings of the Sub-Group. 

5. MEETINGS

The Subgroup meets every three/four months. In particular meetings are planned to provide input to UNHCR’s Standing Committee; Pre-Excom and Excom meetings; and the Children’s Caucus during the Commission on Human Rights

6. OBJECTIVES FOR 2005

1. Overall objectives 

• To be a platform for information sharing among NGOs and with relevant UN agencies

   and the ICRC 
• To facilitate joint NGO strategies and activities 
• To impact on the policy of relevant UN agencies regarding children and armed conflicts 
• To brainstorm on issues relating to children affected by armed conflicts 
• To develop outreach through collaboration with other entities of the NGO Group for the 

   Convention on the Rights of the Child and other NGO networks 

7. SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND STRATEGIES

• Child soldiers

   Supporting activities of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers regarding

  ratification, promotion and implementation of the Optional Protocol to the CRC 

• Refugee and internally displaced children

   Planning for the UNHCR Standing Committee, ExCom and Pre ExCom meetings in finding   

   appropriate ways to highlight children’s issues 

    Developing discussions on certain ‘core’ issues:

· The definition of ‘displacement’ in the context of the work of the CACD sub group 
· Rights violations as a process of risk experienced by children and young persons during violent displacement: the value of ‘context’ and ‘category’ frameworks

• Human rights mechanisms

   Planning for the Commission on Human Rights (including the children’s caucus and the   

   omnibus resolution)

   Developing a strategy for the Commission on Human Rights to address the issue of the  

   abduction of children in Africa. 

   Co-ordinating contributions of sub-group members to the UN Study on Violence against

   Children 

    Reviewing country specific mandates for the special rapporteurs

   A review of the general comments and recommendations for CERD; CEDAW; and the CRC 

   to establish areas of overlap between the three treaty bodies

• Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 

   Armed Conflict 


  Distribution of information from the Office of the SRSG, and co-ordinating input from 

  sub-group members to the Office


• Liaising with other bodies of the NGO Group for the CRC and other networks 

   NGO Group for the CRC: to encourage participation of new NGO Group members 

   CRIN: working on the web page for CACD Sub-Group 

8. BUDGET

The convenorship of this sub-group changed in June 2004. Up to this time all costs were covered by the former convenor – Terre des Hommes. 

The time spent by the new convenors will be given in kind by their respective organizations. Due to work-associated travel, it has not been possible to determine how specific costs for communication and administration will be shared by the two organizations, but this will finalized in time for the General Assembly of the NGO Group for the CRC.
This work plan is provisional until approved by the members, who will be asked to reply by e-mail before the General Assembly
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