NGO Group for the CRC
Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement

Work Plan for the year 2004
General exchange of views and experience regarding innovative programs for the protection of children affected by armed conflicts.
Child soldiers
· Supporting activities of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers regarding ratification, promotion and implementation of the Optional Protocol to the CRC 
· Follow-up to the joint submission on child soldiers to the ILO Committee of Experts 

Refugee and internally displaced children
· Planning for the UNHCR Standing Committee, ExCom and Pre ExCom meetings in finding appropriate ways to highlight children's issues 

· Monitoring changes regarding the mainstreaming of refugee children's issues within UNHCR 

· Facilitating follow-up to the three evaluations 

· Work on the issue of statelessness 

Human rights mechanisms 

· Planning for the Commission on Human Rights (including the child caucus and the omnibus resolution) 
· Making contribution to the UN Study on Violence against Children 

Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
· Spreading information from the Office of the SRSG 
· Coordinating Sub-Groups input for the drafting of the report of the Secretary-General on protection of children affected by armed conflict 

Liasing with other bodies of the NGO Group for the CRC and other networks
Activities
Under the current convenorship of Terre des Hommes, the subgroup on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement attracts a range of NGOs that are interested and working on themes related to armed conflicts. The subgroup serves as a platform for information exchange and facilitates NGO planning and action mostly on child soldiers and refugee children's issues. The work of the subgroup emanates from several articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child particularly article 22 on refugee children, article 38 on armed conflict and article on rehabilitative care. The more recently the UN Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Children in Armed Conflict forms another important framework for the subgroup's work.

The subgroup works closely with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and consistently makes contributions to important events (such as the annual UNHCR Executive Committee) and HCR programmes/processes. Through these endeavours the subgroup aims to ensure that the children's issues are given due attention and understood within the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Owing to these efforts the subgroup is regarded by HCR as an NGO focal point on refugee and internally displaced children's issues. The subgroup: 
· has been consulted on the Independent Evaluation on the impact of UNHCR activities in relation to the rights and protection needs of refugee children; 
· made an input to the NGO statement for the UNHCR Executive Committee regarding child protection and assistance. 

The subgroup actively supports the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, a campaign the objectives of which are to prevent the recruitment and use of children as soldiers, to secure their demobilisation and to ensure their rehabilitation and reintegration into society. 
The Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflicts recognises the subgroup as an international-NGO focal point. Consequently the subgroup has ongoing collaborations, ensuring that NGOs are kept appraised of significant developments and contributes to their work. 
The Sub-Group is kept informed of all international events regarding children affected by armed conflicts, for example by the International Committee of the Red Cross regarding the Red Cross conference.

Connection to the United Nations
Through the Liaison Unit Programme, the Sub-Group is regularly kept informed about the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
