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Annual Report, 2003-2004

1. Name

Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement

2. Mission statement 
See document attached
3. Convenor

Eylah Kadjar-Hamouda, International Federation Terre des Hommes

4. Membership

See list attached

5. Objectives and activities

a) Overall objective for 2003-2004 (as agreed in the Sub-Group’s  workplan)

· To be a platform for information sharing among NGOs and with relevant UN agencies and the ICRC

· To facilitate joint NGO strategies and activities 

· To impact on the policy of relevant UN agencies regarding children and armed conflicts

· To brainstorm on issues relating to children affected by armed conflicts

· To develop outreach through collaboration with other entities of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights

 of the Child and other NGO network

b) Strategies and activities

· Information sharing and brainstorming
The Sub-Group is a platform where members can share information, views and expertise. 

The Sub-Group held a workshop, organised by the Quaker UN Office, on research methodology entitled “Voices of girl soldiers”. Following the workshop, the Sub-Group heard a presentation by the International Catholic Child Bureau on participatory research with children and held a discussion about how to ensure meaningful child participation in research.

The Sub-Group heard presentations from : 

Yves-Jean Duméril (ICRC) on the International Red Cross Conference

Ann Avery (Refugee Education Trust) on the task team on education for adolescents and youth which is under the auspices of the International Network for Education in Emergencies

Eva Ahlen (Save the Children-Sweden) on child protection training for Peace-Keepers

The Sub-Group submitted information to CRIN to be included in the webpage regarding the NGO Group /Sub-Groups

The Sub-Group has exchanged regular information with the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers and the New York NGO Sub-Working Group on Children in Armed Conflict.

· Planning of joint activities and developing outreach : 

The Sub-Group aims at facilitating joint activities among NGO Group members and with other organisations. 

Together with the Sub-Group on sexual exploitation of children and a UK group of NGOs, the Sub-Group participates in the “Setting the Standards” project to create a handbook and additional material on child protection.

Together with the Sub-Group on child labour the Sub-Group prepared a joint submission on the recruitment of child soldiers into armed opposition groups in the Philippines and Sri Lanka under ILO Convention 182. They were submitted to the ICFTU in July, who agreed to take up the issue and made their submission to the ILO in September 2003.

Together with the child rights caucus at the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Group organised morning briefings including one on why do adolescent volunteer as soldiers. The Sub-Group also provided comments for the part of the draft omnibus resolution regarding children affected by armed conflicts.

· Impact on the policy of relevant UN agencies

The Sub-Group engages in active dialogue with relevant UN agencies to impact on policies regarding children affected by armed conflicts and to gradually become an NGO focal point for these agencies.

One of the main activities of the Sub-Group has been to input on the policy and programmes of the UNHCR regarding refugee children. A working group of the Sub-Group has been created to that effect. This working group provided input to the NGO statement at the UNHCR ExCom and participated in the follow-up of the three evaluations on women, children and community services. The Sub-Group also channelled its concern on many occasions about the need to secure appropriate measures to enhance protection rights of refugee children.

The Sub-Group provided information on the “Setting the Standards” project to the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict for the drafting of the annual report of the Secretary-General to the UN Security Council on children and armed conflict. The Sub-Group also agreed to develop its participation for the drafting of next year’s report.

The Sub-Group acted as a facilitator to channel NGO input for the assessment of the UN system response to children affected by armed conflict carried by the Office of the Internal Oversight Services.

c) Partners

· Thematic Sub-Groups of the NGO Group

· New York NGO Sub-Working Group on Children in Armed Conflict

· Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for CAC

· UNHCR

· ILO/IPEC

· UNICEF

· ICRC

· Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers

· CRIN

6. Concluding comments

The Sub-Group met four times between May 2003 and May 2004. It is composed of very active members and observers who fully participate in all its activities.

The Sub-Group intends to develop its activities of facilitating NGO exchange of information and coordination and having an input on the programmes and policies of UN agencies, especially regarding the drafting of the report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council. The Sub-Group also intends to develop exchange of field experience among its members as well as work in synergy with other NGO networks such as the New York Sub-Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict.

 7. Contributions


International Federation Terre des Hommes 




CHF 600

(postage, photocopying, fax, phone, e-mail, organisation on meetings)

Time of Convenor donated in kind

Office space provided by the NGO Group 

8. Adoption of the 2003-2004 Annual Report

The report has been discussed and adopted at the Sub-Group’s meeting of May 4, 2004.
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NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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mission statement

The Sub-Group on Children in Armed Conflict and Displacement is a network of international NGOs working for the rights of children affected by armed conflict and displacement.

The Sub-Group's main objectives are

· To facilitate planning of joint activities

· To be a platform for information sharing among NGOs and with relevant UN agencies and the ICRC

· To gradually become an "NGO focal point" on children and armed conflict for UN agencies

· To develop outreach at national level

The Sub-Group engages in different activities that include advocacy, expert advise and participation in international forums.

To achieve its objectives, the Sub-Group works in close collaboration with other networks such as the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers and the New York based NGO Committee on UNICEF/Sub-Working Group on Children in Armed Conflict.

The Sub-Group is based in Geneva and is currently composed of 19 NGO members. Other observers regularly attend Sub-Group's meetings. 

The Sub-Group is currently chaired by the International Federation Terre des Hommes.

The Sub-Group is a subsidiary body of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The NGO Group is a coalition of international non-governmental organisations, which work together to facilitate the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. It was originally formed in 1983 as the Informal Ad Hoc NGO Group for the Drafting of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It has been credited with having a constructive influence on the Convention's final text.

After the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the United Nations General Assembly, the NGO Group reorganized itself in order to assist in the monitoring and implementation of the Convention.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Convenor : International Federation Terre des Hommes, 31 chemin Frank-Thomas, CH-1208 Geneva, Tel: +41.22. 736.33.72+  Fax: +41.22. 736.15.10+    E-mail   intl-rel@iftdh.org
Sub-Group on Refugee Children and Children in Armed Conflict

Members

Arigatou Foundation, A. Ucko

Associated Country Women of the World, M. Berruex Bryant

Christian Children’s Fund European Office 

Defence for Children International, 

Jesuit Refugee Services, C. Bloch

Human’s Rights Watch, J. Becker& L. Freih

International Catholic Child Bureau, M. McClellan & M. McCallin

International Council of Women (ICW) Coalition against trafficking in Women (CATW), B. Polonovski Vauclair

International Council of Jewish Women, R. Babecoff

International Federation of Social Workers, E. Mouravieff-Apostol

International Federation Terre des Hommes, E. Kadjar Hamouda

International Save the Children Alliance, H. Gezelius

International Social Service, R. Widmer

Lutheran World Federation, M. Immonen

Norwegian Refugee Council, E. Rasmusson

Quaker UN Office, R. Brett

Save the Children - Norway, E.Jareg

Save the Children – Sweden, E. Ahlen

World Organization Against Torture, S. Jacomi

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organization, U. Barter-Hemmerich

World Vision International, M. Gow

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women, R. Bloem

Observers

Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, C. Kelso

International Committee of the Red Cross, 

ICVA, E. Schenkenberg

ILO/IPEC, J. Kooijmans

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, J. Muller

Landmine Survivors Network, K. Young

Living values : An educational Program, H. Sayers

NGO Group for the CRC, D. Allen, L. Theytaz-Bergmann 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, P. David & A.Clarke

UNHCR, B. Bergersen

UNICEF, L. Miller

World Council of Churches, M. Kifle & B. Ferris & R. Lee

Others included in mailing

Antislavery International, C. Turner

Red Barnet, L. Falk

Save the Children UK, 

Save the Children USA, 

Office of the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, H. Haggstrom

Sub-Working Group on Children in Armed Conflict, A. Johnson

Refugee Education Trust, A. Avery
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