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National Assembly of Women marks International Day of the Child 2006

The National Assembly of Women marks the International Day of the Child on 20 November with the publication of a revised Policy Statement on Children and Young People (see www.sisters.org.uk). The NAW wants to see a greater emphasis on gender in public policies affecting children and young people; it reminds policy makers of the resolution of the United Nation’s 4th World Conference on Women held in 1995, which states that “measures to protect and promote the human rights of women and girl-children as an integral part of universal human rights must underlie all action”. More than a decade since the call was issued, the NAW believes that the time has come to revisit and update it to reflect the changing, particular needs of the girl child.
Barbara Switzer, NAW President, says: “The National Assembly of Women stands for a social policy for children and young people that is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and wants to see it fully implemented in the UK. The NAW is also aligned but not restricted to the government’s Every Child Matters and Youth Matters agendas. There are, however, additional issues which underpin their desired outcomes, such as equal access to play and leisure opportunities and use of public spaces, and the need to reduce the incidence of wars and improve the environment, all of which also contribute to a good childhood. We want to see policy makers take the needs of girls and young women into account, to ensure that they can grow up in a society where they enjoy equal access to the whole range of opportunities. It is important to obtain the views of young women themselves and give them more control and more say over community aspects that affect them; they should have a right to participate at all levels of society. 
“The NAW wants to see empowerment of, increased respect for, and a democratic voice for all children and young people – with an emphasis on girls and young women – accompanied by good, well-resourced services which properly and holistically support the development of the next generation in the here and now.”

*** ends ***

Notes to the editor:

1. The National Assembly of Women was founded in 1952 to work for full social, economic, legal, political and cultural independence and equality for women irrespective of age, race, religion, philosophical belief, sexual orientation or nationality. It is a membership organisation with affiliations from many local organisations such as women’s groups, trade unions and their women’s structures, training centres, Trades Union Councils, local authorities equal opportunities teams, and trade union branches

2. The NAW has developed policies on a range of issues including pensions, equality at work, domestic abuse, children and young people, and social exclusion. It contributes to important public discussions and consultations on a broad range of issues.

3. The NAW publishes the quarterly journal Sisters.

4. The NAW is a Founding Sponsor of the Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Committee which is campaigning to erect a statue in her memory opposite the Palace of Westminster.

5. For further information and to arrange interviews please contact Barbara Switzer by telephone 01983 385061 (until 20 November 16.00h only) or email her on naw@sisters.org.uk
6. By resolution 836(IX) of 14 December 1954, the General Assembly recommended that all countries institute a Universal Children's Day, to be observed as a day of worldwide fraternity and understanding between children. It recommended that the Day was to be observed also as a day of activity devoted to promoting the ideals and objectives of the Charter and the welfare of the children of the world. The Assembly suggested to governments that the Day be observed on the date and in the way which each considers appropriate. 

The date 20 November marks the day on which the Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, in 1959, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in 1989. The 2006 International Day of the Child marks the 17th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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