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Foreword

After more than twenty years of civil unrest and violent conflict, peace
has been restored, an elected government is in place, and Liberians are
moving forward to rebuild the country. Liberians can now live in a
relatively peaceful environment that affords them the opportunity to
design strategies and plan programs that promote the rights of children.

These Regulations and Tools are designed to create the basis for
reforming welfare institutions, thereby protecting children and providing
opportunities for those living in alternative care. The appropriate use of
forms of alternative care such as foster care, kinship care and
institutionalization constitutes a demonstration of our joint commitment
and willingness to work with our partners for a more promising future in
the best interest of Liberian children.

Enforcement of these Regulations will facilitate the deinstitutionalization
of children who are in institutions primarily due to the socio-economic
conditions of their parents and families. Hence, these Regulations will
guide us in the reunification of children and the empowerment of their
families and communities to ensure strong family preservation. Our
vision is to have an improved and effective system that provides
opportunities for all children to develop their fullest potential.

The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare shares this vision with our
partners in the international development community. It is our hope that
the new Regulations and Tools will become an inspiration for all partners
and stakeholders providing care for children in Liberia. We ask that you
join us as we embark on our journey towards providing the most
appropriate regulations to protect and care for our children. This will
assist us in realizing our vision, as children are our future and the path to
a brighter Liberia.

Walter T. Gwenigale, M.D./Minister
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare






