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Paraguay ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 25 September 1990. On 12 January 2010, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) examined the third periodic report of Paraguay. It was last examined on 8 October 2001. 

Opening Comments

The delegation of Paraguay was led by Ms Liz Cristina Torres, Minister of the National Secretariat for Children and Adolescents (Secretaría Nacional de la Niñez y la Adolescencia - SNNA). She was supported by a delegation consisting of representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Public Defence, Supreme Court of Justice, Ministry of Public Health and Social Well-Being, National Secretariat for Children and Adolescents (SNNA) and the Permanent Mission in Geneva.

Ms Torres emphasised the government’s commitment to human and children’s rights. Paraguay had ratified the CRC the same year that the dictatorship ended. Since then, considerable efforts had been made to protect the rights of the child through State policies and actions (especially since 2008) by translating the normative framework into protection for child rights. The SNNA was central to articulating public policies through the State system. She also highlighted the social protection programme called Sasö Pyajhu-Paraguay Solidario (2009), which aimed to better use and deploy existing and new resources and provide public services to target groups. She added that Paraguay was moderately affected by the global economic crisis and foresaw economic growth in 2010. Thus, the State’s social investment in children had increased, as illustrated by a 24% increase of the 2008 central administrative budget in children as well as an eightfold increase of the SNNA’s 2009 budget. These changes had a positive impact on vulnerable children. In addition, to promote the rights to health, the State was establishing policies to reduce and eliminate the cost of medical care. It was starting to provide free healthcare throughout the country in public health establishments. Children and adolescent could have an important role in monitoring the national plan as well as participate more actively in their local communities. 

The Vice Ministry for the Protection of Human Rights, that depended on the Ministries of Labour and Justice, would ensure the coordination and articulation of policies and programmes stemming from the Executive, such as drawing up Human Rights Plans. Given the many challenges in implementing the CRC, the recommendations of the Committee would be essential for the next steps of the government. Ms Torres concluded by stating that the respect of child, their rights and their best interest were central to the government’s policies.

In his introductory remarks, Mr Jean Zermatten, the Country Rapporteur, highlighted that while 43% of children lived in rural areas, most services were concentrated in the capital. In addition, indigenous people’s (an estimated 110 000 people) rights were often neglected in term of care and respect (this inequality was often brought up by other treaty bodies). For instance, 16% of the indigenous population lived in extreme poverty while others lived in poverty. In addition to the food and economic crisis, there was inequality of wealth distribution, a weak taxation culture, a dependency on agriculture as the main source of income, a centralised culture (despite claims to be decentralised) and corruption. However, he noted recent changes, including the hope to better respect human and children’s rights. He congratulated them on the progress made, including the adoption of the Children’s Code, laws to suppress the trade and commercial use of child pornography, laws on the education of indigenous children, and laws amending the civil registry of children. The State party had also ratified the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC), the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC), the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, the ILO Convention 138 and 182, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families. Finally, he welcomed the establishment of the SNNA and noted its status as a ministry (although it did not seem to be considered to have the same importance attached to it).

General Measures of Implementation

Legislation

The Committee asked whether domestic laws were in compliance with the CRC. It was surprised to see that the penalties for child pornography had been reduced in the new penal code in comparison with the previous law. It recommended that the criminal code be aligned with the previous law and its tougher sanctions. The delegation stressed that the SNNA did not participate in the elaboration of this criminal legislation, its promulgation or the consultations held by the State. It added that the State was trying to reform the legislation in terms of structural, institutional and normative changes.

The Committee also noted that previous Concluding Observations stressed the need to ban corporal punishment, as it was tolerated in society as a form of discipline. It asked about the measures taken to ban it in the work place, school and home. The delegation responded that the SNNA and the National Council had prepared a draft law on all forms of ill treatment which had been submitted to Parliament. It was closely linked to the approach of listening to children. In addition, there was a campaign on ‘learning without fear’, which aimed to work with teachers and pupils to change disciplinary practices in schools.

Regarding international treaties, the Committee asked whether the State had signed the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. It also asked why it had not ratified the Hague Convention on the Law Applicable to Maintenance Obligations. The delegation responded that the Convention on Enforced Disappearances was in the process of approval by Parliament. 

Implementation

The Committee asked whether the National Action Plan for Children and Adolescents (2003-2008) had been evaluated and if a new one was being drafted. It also enquired about the nature of the Plan and asked for details regarding the children’s issues that it would cover. The delegation answered that it was difficult to evaluate the Plan, as there were no indicators to quantify progress. There had been consultations with civil society to pinpoint key issues. This consultation resulted in the establishment of a charter signed by the President, and another National Plan. The latter had been drafted and included inputs from the previous plan and other bodies. This new plan addressed issues affecting children. The delegation added that transparency would be central to the implementation of this Plan. The Committee enquired if children knew of the existence of the Office of the Ombudsman (Defensoria del Pueblo) and whether there were plans to set up an Ombudsman for children and adolescents. It wanted to know if it had conducted any investigations and whether the results or conclusions were made available to the public. The delegation explained that the municipal counsellor for child and adolescents affairs had a similar role to an ombudsman, as he had an official position as promoter of rights. However, he was not as independent as an ombudsman as he worked through the Municipal Advisory Boards for the Rights of Children and Adolescents (CODENIs). The State party was considering establishing an ombudsperson, as it would ensure a higher authority to promote children’s rights.

The Committee enquired about the follow-up to calls made to the Helpline and the referral system for cases. The delegation responded that the Helpline (Fono Ayuda) was created to protect children from ill treatment. Callers were referred to special facilities through a reference centre. There were many cases, so it was challenging to follow them up. They were planning to establish service networks at local level to ensure better follow-up and results. 

While the Committee welcomed the increase in the budget allocated to children, it wanted to know if it was sustainable. It also requested more transparency regarding the funds allocated to children. The delegation emphasised the transparent use of resources. With the support of the United Nations, the State had improved its information system on beneficiaries (the Observatory of children), ensuring more transparent management. This innovative system would ensure better cooperation among State bodies.

While welcoming the eightfold increase in resources for the SNNA, the Committee asked whether the SNNA had sufficient technical, human and financial resources to carry all the tasks (including the many new ones) that were under its responsibility. The delegation explained that efforts were made to increase the budget for training programmes and methodology, but the local investment was low. It was an issue of the actual resources at local level. In late 2009, they had been developing projects thanks to loans from the Inter-American Development Bank. In 2009, 90% of the budget had been implemented by November. However, the challenge was to set up technical teams to carry out the work. The increase in budget would allow the State to further implement the CRC. However, setting up technical teams remained a big challenge. The State party launched an initiative through the SNNA to reach out through social protection networks. This would enable communities to provide services at local level. 

Coordination and data collection

The Committee enquired about the Coordination between the SNNA and CODENIs. According to the budget, resources went to the central board and not the municipal advisory ones. The latter did not appear to have many resources and were not well coordinated. The Committee also highlighted the importance of having multidisciplinary teams in these boards. The delegation explained that both entities were focusing on the implementation of the CRC, particularly by decentralising the State’s system. CODENIs mainly consisted of volunteers, so it was difficult to coordinate their actions. The delegation added that legislation did not allow decentralisation, so the State had to find ways to transfer resources with municipal bodies that would then implement plans and projects. These contradictions implied that initiatives had to be approved by different bodies before being implemented, slowing down changes and increasing administrative costs. The delegation added that a new body to coordinate the others should be created by the Ministry of Social Affairs. 

The Committee remarked that the national system of statistics was facing challenges, especially regarding data on infant and maternal mortality. It asked about the measures to strengthen the collection of data. The delegation explained that the State needed a computerised system to collect data. It added that efforts were made to address this issue by assessing the system’s weak points and having better trained staff.

Dissemination

The Committee asked about the dissemination of the CRC. The delegation explained that they had invested in the dissemination of knowledge about rights both through the school curriculum and an annual week on children’s rights (since the mid 1990s). Children even knew their rights in parts of the country that were hard to reach. However, this still required a lot of work, especially for adults to be fully aware of these rights. 

General Principles

Non-discrimination

The Committee was concerned by the high inequality and discrimination, especially against indigenous children. It requested further information on the process of drafting a law to eliminate all forms of discrimination. It emphasised on numerous occasions the extent to which this group was the victim of discrimination. The delegation stressed the extent of their diversity, as it had 17 different communities, languages and ethnic groups. It admitted that indigenous groups were hard to reach. The State had developed projects to address this issue, by providing comprehensive assistance especially regarding food and healthcare. The State has a social debt towards its indigenous people. To further address this issue, the government launched a national programme (PRONAPI) under a presidential decree, to assist them.

Best interest of the child

The Committee welcomed the inclusion of the ‘best interest of the child’ in the Children’s Code. The State party report illustrated how this principle was applied in judicial and administrative proceedings, including adoption, protection to privacy and juvenile justice. However, it was being used to justify practices that were not in the best interest of the child, such as bypassing adoption laws to speed up the process. This led to couples, who were not the biological parents, registering a child as their own in ‘the best interest of the child’. The Committee wanted to know if the principle was incorporated in all laws concerning children.

Right to life

The Committee noted the broad use of pesticides, which had adversely affected indigenous people. It also wanted to know about the provisions in the criminal justice system in relation to the use of pesticides and other toxic substances. The delegation admitted the litigious situation. The criminal code included the violation of collective rights. The use of certain chemical products could lead to sanctions including fines and the depravation of liberty.

Right to be heard

The Committee welcomed the information on the respect of the right to be heard. It noted that it clearly said that the voice of the child should be heard in the family, community and judicial proceedings. However, the Committee had also received information that children were not being heard, as it was hard to elect representatives in school administration and they were not invited to join local councils. The Committee therefore asked how the State planned to further involve the child at all level. The delegation stressed the importance of child participation. According to the law, children had special representation in departmental and municipal boards. Meanwhile, in the National Council for the Rights of Children and Adolescents, children only had the right to speak, not to vote. They were in the process of carrying out legislative changes to ensure that children and adolescents organisations could fully participate in the National Council. There was a big focus on meaningful child participation. The Committee asked how children were elected to sit on the National Council and which issues they could address. The delegation responded that 2 representatives could take part in Council meetings and they were heard on all subjects under discussion. Since August 2008, there was a protagonist national direction body which made it possible for children who were not part of the National Children’s Platform of Paraguay to participate, including indigenous children, children with disabilities, children of African decent. The delegation also highlighted a meeting that the President and certain ministries had with children. Other initiatives included the project ‘listen to our voices’ to ensure that public health officials listen to children when they need healthcare. In addition, the Committee noted that despite the government’s promotion of child participation, there was often a lot of resistance of families, teachers and judges to adapt to this new relationship between children and adults. It asked how these issues were addressed. The delegation remarked that it was a challenge and highlighted the need for proper interaction with children for changes in daily life. The State was making efforts to ensure that children were in a position to be heard regardless of their ages or stages of development. The delegation added that the State emphasised meaningful participation, not through adult organisations. The right to be heard was important for the government. Further improvements were needed to improve the interaction between children and their families.

Civil Rights and Freedoms 

Birth registration

The Committee noted that in the previous COs, birth registration was a particular concern. According to the State party report, over 500’000 children were still unregistered, so the Committee asked about the measures to address the situation. Moreover it enquired on the nature of registration when the parents were not the biological ones. The delegation replied that obstacles to birth registration still existed in the normative and other spheres, as the law on birth registration was enacted in 1987. Efforts were made to keep the legislation in line with the provisions of the CRC. Regarding adopted children or children born to unmarried parents, the delegation said that the importance of family ties was stressed during birth registration. Efforts were made to ensure full registration of every child by providing parenthood documents (blood ties, kinship, marital relations or adoption papers) when registering. The delegation added that schools were also emphasising the importance of birth registration by registering children and raising awareness among parents. Moreover the Ministry of Education initiated a project to identify unregistered school children, by training teachers about the importance of birth registration. However, a child could attend school even if he/she was not registered. Other initiatives could include campaigns on the issue.

Family Environment and Alternative Care 

The Committee asked about the measures in place to ensure that children were safe at home, in school and in the community. It specifically wanted to know about the mechanisms to detect child abuse and neglect, services to remedy abuse and programmes targeting abusive parents to make them more supportive. The delegation responded that the CODENIs supported and followed up cases of ill treatment. They also had prevention campaigns as well as protection and service networks. One of the models they used to train parents were ‘fathers’ schools’ in communities as well as engaging with local and religious communities.

Adoption and pre-adoptive care

While a law (1997) addressed trafficking of children, a new problem was the temporary or pre-adoptive care (which was probably an abuse of the law). The Committee asked if the law permitted this misinterpretation of the law, as the latter would need to be changed if it was the case. The delegation responded that there had been problems in the past that were linked to high levels of trafficking. This was combated through the adoption of legislation. However, it provided for the possibility of guardianship in a family, but adoption was not specifically addressed in the legislation. Nearly 90% of adoptions were not going through the official process. Pre-adoptive care was considered to be a mechanism for the best interest of the child, but it did not provide safeguards. Since 2008, there had been meetings with the Supreme Court of Justice and Ministry of Social Affairs to discuss the review of the law on adoption. They were trying to ensure that adoptions were done in a way to reduce the number of institutions that children had to pass through. They were also trying to close down transitional bodies where children were placed during the administrative proceedings for adoption. There was a technical team under the jurisdiction of the adoption centre, which was trained to maintain links with the family and the adoptive family. The delegation also noted that children with disabilities or adolescents were rarely adopted.

Alternatives forms of care

The Committee asked about foster care in the context of out of family care. In the Children’s Code, article 8 prohibited the separation of a child from his family. The Committee therefore asked about the preventive measures to strengthen families and how decisions were made regarding out of home placements. It also requested more information on foster care, such as plans to strengthen the foster care network, the recruitment of foster parents and whether indigenous families were recruited to care for indigenous children. In addition, the Committee asked if pre-adoption placements were a form of foster care. It specifically wanted to know if parents were trained in foster care before they could adopt.

Basic Health and Welfare

The Committee asked whether the State had plans to establish free universal health care, especially for vulnerable communities. The delegation admitted that 50% of its population did not benefit from health care. To address this issue, the State party launched a healthcare strategy providing poor families with health units. This strategy aimed to care for the most excluded people. Moreover, the State was trying to provide better care, such as systematic vaccinations. To curb infant mortality rates, they were focusing on improving hospital care (e.g. train staff on reanimation) and working through a family unit approach for prevention.

The Committee also asked about the steps to stop clandestine abortions, as it was leading to high levels of maternal mortality. The delegation stated that an estimated 20% of maternal mortality was related to these abortions. There were groups that were resisting the law. 

Children with disabilities

Despite some progress, most of the previous Concluding Observations (2001) related to children with disabilities had not been followed up. The Committee asked if there were detailed plans, policies or programmes for children with disabilities. The delegation explained that this issue used to be ignored. However, the Institute of Social Welfare under the Ministry of Health had policies for persons with disabilities. These included the promotion of active participation of organisations or persons with disabilities in society, the workplace, and a draft law on all forms of discrimination. Moreover, the Ministry of Health was working on a pilot project on the early care of children with disabilities. The project aimed at diagnosing disabilities at a young age to provide early stimulation. There was also, a compulsive test in all 18 districts to help diagnose mental disabilities. The Ministry of Health and the SNNA coordinated actions concerning children with disabilities, but the Ministry of Education and other institutions were involved. The focus was on integrating them in the workplace and education but the main problems were linked to the lack of infrastructure.

Mental health

The Committee asked about the multidisciplinary technical commission, including its plans, working methods and evaluation of their work. In addition, there was a planned health database for children, so the Committee asked how they would ensure data protection, especially for drug and alcohol abuse. Furthermore, it asked for data on mental health problems of children and their families, particularly suicide and substance abuse. The delegation explained that it tried to demystify the idea of mental health. More staff was getting trained to provide special care to patients and refer them on to the next level. Regarding substance and drug abuse, the State could provide detoxification programmes.

Breastfeeding

The Committee was concerned by the low rate of breastfeeding in the first 6 months (only 7%). As breastfeeding was an effective way to combat infant mortality, the Committee asked about the State’s policy to promote breastfeeding. The delegation stated that despite the low figures, the State was working closely with the national institute for nutrition to promote breastfeeding. It was also undergoing reforms to establish norms under the labour code to ensure working mothers could breastfeed during the working day. The delegation added that breastfeeding was being introduced in the universities’ curriculum and efforts were being made to have child friendly hospitals and to create milk banks for premature babies. 

HIV/AIDS

The Committee asked about preventive measures for HIV/AIDS. It enquired whether culture or religion affected prevention. The SNNA launched a campaign about reproductive health in order to combat HIV/AIDS. However the delegation explained that there were still issues regarding communication and more efforts were needed.

Poverty

The Committee noted that poverty was a recurrent issue in the State party report as well as other sources of information. It included difficulty in accessing water, lack of sanitary and hygiene equipment as well as the exacerbated vulnerability of indigenous people and those living in remote areas. The Committee therefore requested an update on policies and programmes to combat poverty. The delegation answered that poverty was very challenging for the State. It planned to have redistributive policies and increase the budget dedicated to children. 

Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities

The Committee noted that only a small number of children attended early childhood facilities (3% attendance in day-nurseries and 9% in kindergartens). It noted that early childhood education and care could prepare children, especially if they were from disadvantaged groups. It appeared that the ones who had access were mostly from middle-income families. The Committee therefore asked how the State planned to expand early childhood care to disadvantaged groups, especially in rural areas. The delegation noted that the National Council had approved a national plan for childhood. 

The Committee commended the efforts to improve the educational system such as the higher enrolment and children staying longer in school. However, there were serious concerns about repetition, dropouts, the quality of education, and insufficient training of teachers. The Committee welcomed the increase in the budget education although it did not cover all the costs of schools. It therefore asked how they planned to address these issues. It also requested details on school fee, as there appeared to be hidden costs. It specifically wanted to know if poor families received support to cover these cost. In addition, it wanted to know if children who live or work in the street had access to education even if they did not go to school, such as vocational training that could be combined with work. The delegation stated that education was free, as stated in the Constitution. However, there were sometimes hidden costs, such as uniforms and school material. The Ministry of Education had a lot of civil servants. In order for schools to reach all sectors, they needed a system to regularise the civil servants. Efforts were made to promote vocational training, for example apprenticeship for different trades. They were planning to raise the quality of education by improving teacher training and infrastructure, especially in rural areas. 

Special Protection Measures

Sexual violence

The Committee was concerned by the domestic and sexual violence against girls and women. It asked about the measures to address these issues. The delegation responded that research on intra-family violence had been carried out with the help of UNICEF and an NGO. 

Children working and living in the street

The Committee asked about the measures in place to protect children living in the street from the national police, as there were reports of violent behaviour. It also enquired how the State prevented these children from forced labour. Regarding the violent attitude of police officials, the delegation answered that it would combat this phenomenon through a complaints mechanism. However, people sometimes did not report abuses due to the fear of reprisal. This was a challenge for the government and they needed to have facilities that were trustworthy for these children. It had also developed a social policy, called Abrazo, which offered comprehensive protection in centres throughout the country to stop children from working in the street. The delegation explained that they had a programme for children living in the street to develop agro-technical centres, as they often did not have families to return to. Children were also placed in centres, but these shelters were not always registered with the CODENIs. They also provided support and comprehensive care within the communities. Trained social workers and civil society representatives were involved in ensuring the protection of children living in the street.

Child trafficking

The Committee enquired about the measures in place to control children crossing borders, especially with Brazil. It also wanted to know how the State cooperated with neighbouring countries, Spain and Interpol on these issues. The delegation explained that it had an agreement with Brazil to protect children by coordinating efforts to implement instruments that were universal and regional. The Committee asked whether it enacted specific laws to eradicate this scourge. The delegation explained that trafficking was tightly linked to adoption. The fight against trafficking was tackled by strengthening the legislation on adoption. Before this legislation, 90% of adoption cases were not official. The system now ensured the best interest of the child was respected and as such the issue of child trafficking was improved. The Committee then added that by putting an end to trafficking a new issue was created: pre-adoptive care. 

There was also an initiative whereby both countries shared a database with the whereabouts of vulnerable children to combat the sale of children for sexual purposes. This database was used both at a regional level and at border areas. These regional efforts were combined with ongoing collaboration with Interpol and especially trained police forces were dealing with these issues.

Child labour and exploitation

The Committee was concerned about the young age at which children began to work and asked for more details and statistics on working children. This was of particular concern, as there was a lack of monitoring and controls, so child labour existed both in the formal and informal sectors. It was unclear what the penalties were for employers who had children who were working for them, so the Committee asked if there was a law that included sanctions for the use of child labour. The delegation stated that a decree of the executive branch prohibited and criminalised the worst forms of child labour. This decree enabled stricter sanctions, for example, by closing down a company employing children. Child labour was also addressed by the Ministries of Justice and Labour through the National Commission for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Labour and Protection of Adolescent Labour (CONAETI). In addition, stricter sanctions for employing children were laid out in a new bill, which they hoped would be adopted during the Parliament’s March session. They were also looking to promote the institution of advisors of child rights at provincial level. The Committee was also concerned that children who were entrusted to people were often getting exploited for labour or sexually. It therefore asked if there was a law to prohibit this practice even if it was considered to be a cultural practice. 

While commending the efforts to end all forms of child labour, the Committee noted that it was an intricate problem. It wanted to know if children were involved in discussions on how to end child labour. As these children often worked in the informal sector, it was difficult to control what was going on. The Committee also emphasised the need to provide educational opportunities for these children. The delegation responded that they were collecting data and producing tools to enhance the vigilance of civil society. There were discussions about work in the street and its risks. They were not talking of eradication but of a progressive solution. In relation to the interpretation of ILO Convention 138, adolescents had raised questions about the minimum wage being applied to them. They wanted administrative norms and standards for good working conditions. Technical and vocational training provided working adolescents with training and apprenticeships in different trades. 

Refugee children

While there was a law relevant to refugee children, it was unclear what was being done for refugee and asylum seeker children. The Committee asked which institution coordinated work with these children. In addition, it wanted to know whether there were stateless children in the country. As such it asked for more details. The delegation said refugees were taken care of by the National Council for Refugees. It added that this council registered only a few requests, as such refugee children were not an issue and neither did they have cases of statelessness.

Indigenous children

The Committee was concerned by the high vulnerability of indigenous children, as they were less likely to enjoy their rights, access food, healthcare and education and more likely to die in infancy and be exploited. The delegation noted that they were often abandoned by the State, especially if the indigenous communities were dispersed. A national programme for indigenous people (Programa Nacional de Atención de Pueblos Indígenas - PRONAPI) had been established by Presidential decree. It worked mostly with urban indigenous people. They worked with the family unit teams to reach out to the communities and develop public policies. One of the groups was dying out. Regarding the health of indigenous children, the State party was trying to respond to their needs by working directly with indigenous groups to provide comprehensive care. There were programmes with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Agriculture that covered issues such as food, territorial sovereignty and water. 

Recruitment of children

The Committee asked if there were any measure to prevent the recruitment of children into the army. It also enquired how the State could prevent the recruitment of children, as 22% of Paraguayans did not have documentation, so it was difficult to ensure that children under 18 were not recruited into the army. The delegation stated that due to poverty and a lack of awareness, adolescents found themselves easy targets for recruitment. They acknowledged that there could be a risk of drafting them due to a lack of documents. They were working with the Ministry of Defence to try and avoid these situations. The State had been developing solutions to prevent children’s recruitment into the army.

Juvenile justice

The Committee enquired if there were special courts or tribunals to deal with young offenders. It wanted to know if children were parties to a case, and needed to be heard as witnesses, the judges used the CRC as a legal basis to back up a court decision. The delegation noted that thanks to laws under the Code for Children and Adolescents, courts were better regulated and judges received special training to hear children. There were working bureaux that trained judges. The Committee further enquired about the percentage of judges who received training. The delegation responded that very few judges had special training. However, there were specialised councils. It admitted that it was a serious gap that should be addressed. Some courts had a special team for youth offenders, composed of psychologists, social workers and legal advisors. The training on child participation was work in progress. In judicial proceedings on issues relevant to children, they always took into account article 12. Judges also considered other types of evidences such as psychological reports, so that the decisions respected the best interest of the child. 

The Committee also enquired about the procedure if there was no local specialised court or tribunal. It also wanted further information on the detention of children, including whether they were detained with adults. It especially wanted to know how investigations were carried out in places of detention. The delegation explained that, with the help of UNICEF, it had managed to separate children from adults in one city (aimed to do it nationwide). It was a challenging issue, however changes were taking place. While there were specialised courts in the country, the juvenile justice system was not sufficiently compliant with the CRC. There was a unit that visited places of detention for youth offenders. The administration of places of detention needed clarifying, as did the approaches used with adolescents, so that they could be reinserted into society through social rehabilitation programmes. The idea was to have specialised teams for youth offenders composed of psychologists, social workers and legal advisors, but these were only available in three courts. The idea was to have these teams and specialised courts throughout the country. The delegation noted that it would be helpful to have a recommendation to this effect. The delegation also acknowledged that they did not have many judges specialised in issues of juvenile justice. 

Concluding Remarks

The country Rapporteur thanked the delegation for the rich dialogue. Paraguay had had a gigantic paradigm shift in terms of coordination, national policies, national system for comprehensive protection and promotion. However, issues related to health, education and poverty were limiting the scope of the country’s efforts. Mr Zermatten suggested that the State verify the sustainability of new projects before their implementation. Reforms initiated by the State to further implement the CRC and human rights in general were encouraging. The main challenges were the financial and human resources. Moreover the legal framework needed to be harmonised. To conclude, the country Rapporteur congratulated the State party for its many areas of progress and said that he felt optimistic for the future of Paraguay.The head of delegation thanked the Committee for the fruitful dialogue. It requested the recommendations and technical support of the Committee and stated that the dialogue was an important tool to help address challenges in Paraguay.
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