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I. Introductions

II. Bangladesh’s experience of preparing an alterative report and meeting the Committee during the pre-session
III. NGO experience on the reporting process to the CRC
IV. Contributing to other treaty bodies
_____________________________________________________________

The following is an informal record of the meeting:

I. Introductions
II. Bangladesh’s experience and advice 

a. Preparing the alternative report

i. Need to inform all staff and contributors about the report preparation process. For example, NGOs often discussed their own organizations and did not follow CRC guidelines.

ii. Alternative reports should be based on the state party report (rather than the exploratory report). Analysed how the state party report compared with findings from NGO research, focus groups, and secondary sources so that the alternative report provided different information to the Committee.

iii. There were six reports from different organizations and perspectives, and they needed to be comprehensive and cooperative. All reporting parties were called to a single meeting place, where they agreed to present as a group and to make common recommendations. A working group put together all the recommendations to avoid overlapping and contradictory information, and presented their conclusions to the entire group.  

b. During the session

i. Decided to present findings, recent developments, and recommendations. Questions were grouped, prioritized and answered by the relevant reporting parties. Making a heading like “adoption” helped in efficiently providing responses.

ii. Found that most of the questions came from state party reports; important to be familiar with this information.

iii. There were some issues they intentionally informed the Committee about during the question and answer session.

III. Further experiences

a. France

i. Had to choose between the reporting rules outlined by the Committee and the reporting plan of the state—not always an easy choice. But it is essential to bring a point of view that the government did not address. 

b. Sweden

i. Reports based on questions asked by children during hearings with government representatives. The main questions were selected and further developed by adults. Still need to improve cooperation between NGOs and solidify child participation in the reporting process. 

c. Niger

i. Difficulty in drafting the report had to do with the coordination of stakeholders. 

ii. Rebellion in the north of Niger made it difficult to gather holistic statistical data on the rights of the child, though UNICEF could help with data collecting. Also, the state denies the existence of child labour and was hostile towards NGOs trying to gather information on this phenomenon. 

d. Romania

i. UNICEF offered some resources in organizing meetings and conducting research, but did not work with NGOs from a methodological point of view and did not offer access to their data. 

ii. Difficult to respond to a 180-page government report in only 30 pages. 

iii. There was a significant lack of data, particularly in areas where the government did not provide any figures (to avoid drawing attention to neglected issues).

e. Bangladesh

i. Main objective was to increase the presence of children’s voices in forums and to raise awareness of the identity gaps between children and adults. One lesson was that there was a big gap in perspectives, in part because information was not adequately disseminated and children were unaware of potentially helpful services. 

ii. Another challenge was deciding how children could contribute to the report, as many were illiterate. Drawings, photographs, simple cartoons and symbols became a part of the process. Also found big, child-friendly sheets of paper produced better results with children. 

iii. Age group of children was generally 10-18; children younger than 10 were difficult to work with. There were 84 children in the working group who took photos and created simple videos. 

f. Romania

i. Children who participated in the preparation of the report were between the ages of 15-18, in school. Financial resources from the EU, given to the National Authority for Child Protection, sustained the preparation of the report. A second report was comprised of interviews with more than 40,000 school-going children between the ages of 12-18.   

g. Sweden

i. Participants at the hearings were between 7-18 years and adults were not allowed to speak. The preparation group consisted of six youth between 13-18 years. The network was made up of 60 different organizations, many of which were youth-based, so many thousands were working together to prepare questions before the hearing. 

IV. Contributing to other treaty bodies

a. There are eight treaty bodies that cover many cross-cutting issues relevant to children. There are a number of ways to contribute: (Please see attached forms A and B). 
i. Promote the ratification of the treaty

ii. Monitor the state party reports and obligations, and send information to treaty bodies and participate in their sessions. (Only the CRC, CEDAW and CESCR allow NGOs to present oral information during pre-sessions)

iii. Follow-up on concluding observations and submit individual complaints

b. Before submitting information, first make sure the state party has ratified the instrument and then check when the next report is due. It’s good to get familiarized with the context of the situation, previous observations, state party reports, and the list of issues to be targeted. 

i. Note: Each Committee has its own reporting guidelines. The report should be brief and concise; it is difficult for committee members to read many pages of information. 

c. Differences in interpretation of the rights of the child

i. Right to education: can focus on article 13, paragraph 2 which speaks about free education

ii. Some groups do not have the same knowledge that CRC has regarding child rights, and thus recommendations are not as specific and precise as those from the CRC.  

d. Committee on Migrant Workers: The convention came into force in July 2003 and has 40 state parties to date. The structure was inspired by the NGO Group for the CRC. 

i. Can contact NGOs in respective countries and encourage them to pass information onto the Committee; always encourage groups to present a unique report. 

ii. Even if your states are not parties to the Convention, you can still send information on temporary migrants in your country. 

iii. Visit www.ipmwc.net or www.dec18.net for more information. 

e. Can also contribute to the Committee Against Torture

*NGO Group is compiling a tool with the Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights to offer guidance on furthering child participation in the reporting process. 

For more information, please contact Lisa Myers at myers@childrightsnet.org.  

A: Relevant articles of CESCR and ICERD in relation to children’s rights

A number of international human rights bodies contribute to improving respect for the rights of the child in their particular areas of competence, including CESCR and CERD.

Key articles of CESCR:

· Right to non-discrimination:  art2.2

· Right to work: art 6

· Just and favorable conditions of work: art 7

· Trade unions rights: art 8

· Right to social security and social protection: art 9

· Protection of the family: art 10.3 (specific to children)

· Right to adequate standard of living: art 11

· Right to health: art. 12.2 (a) (specific to children)

· Right to education: art 13.2 (a and b) (specific to children)

· Right to participate in cultural life: art 15

CESCR has paid particular attention to child labour, the living conditions of children, children with disabilities, trafficking in children, early marriage, protection of children from sexual exploitation, children malnutrition, diarrheal dehydration caused by a lack of safe drinking water among others. See examples of recent adopted concluding observations: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/cescrs41.htm
Key articles ICERD:

· Right to non-discrimination based on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin: art.1

· Obligations of State Parties to pursue policies of eliminating all forms of racial discrimination and to promote interracial understanding: art. 2.1

· Prohibition of racial segregation and apartheid: art 3

· Equality before the law, notable in civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Art 5

Civil and political rights:

· Equal treatment before justice;

· Right to security and protection against violence;

· Political rights:  right to participate in elections and to vote and to stand for an election;

· Civil rights:

Right to freedom of movement and residence;

Right to leave any country;

Right to nationality;

Right to marriage;

Right to own property;

Right to inherit;

Right to freedom of thought, conscious and religion;

right to  freedom of opinion;

Right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association;

e.   Economic, social and cultural rights:

Right to work and free choice of employment;

Right to form and join trade unions;

Right to housing;

Right to public health and social security and services;

Right to education;

Right to equal participation in cultural activities and

Right of access to any public service.

.1 Effective judicial protection and remedies against any acts of racial discrimination as well as just and adequate reparatio​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​n.​​​: art 6

.2 Measures to combat racial prejudices in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information   and dissemination of the content of the Convention: art 7

CERD has paid particular attention to indigenous children, migrant children, Roma children, refugee’s children, IDP’s children, among others. See examples of recent adopted concluding observations:

 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/sessions.htm
Participation of NGOs to Treaty bodies:

NGOs are usually not required to be in consultative status with ECOSOC in order to work with treaty bodies.

There are a number of ways in which NGOs can work with treaty bodies: 

Promoting the ratification of a treaty ;

Monitoring compliance by States parties with the reporting obligations;

Submitting written information and material, including NGO report;

Depending on the rules of the treaty body, participating in its sessions as observers or through NGO oral submissions ;

Following up on treaty bodies’ concluding observations;

Submitting an individual complaint to treaty bodies (Human Rights Committee, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, Committee against Torture, Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families) 

To learn more about the working methods of treaty bodies relating to the State party reporting process, see the Report on the working methods of the human rights treaty bodies relating the State party reporting process (HRI/MC/2005/4).

How can NGOs work with Treaty bodies? 

Working with treaty bodies has proved to be a very effective way for NGOs to contribute to the implementation of human rights and the development of concrete human rights guidelines. NGOs are encouraged to contribute to the reporting procedure under human rights treaties. Treaty bodies value the information provided by NGOs at the various stages of the reporting cycle for use in treaty processes such as submissions, petitions, inquiries or early warning. NGOs may also submit information about alleged violations of certain treaties. 

The modalities for NGO interaction vary from one treaty body to another. The following diagram indicates how NGOs can officially interact with each treaty body at present. Please note that provisions for individual complaints require States parties to have recognized the committees’ competence to receive such complaints. 

[image: image1.emf]
Submitting written information and material 

Throughout the reporting cycle, committees welcome additional information on all areas covered by the relevant treaty in order to effectively monitor its implementation in a country. The best way for NGOs to submit additional written information is through what is known as an NGO report. 

Before submitting any form of written information, it is important for the NGO to check: 

· Whether the State has ratified or acceded to the relevant instrument, and, if so, the extent of any reservations the State has made to its provisions. (Generally, reservations do not prevent NGOs from addressing specific issues and bringing them to the attention of the committee.) 

· When the next State report is due and when the next session of the relevant committee is scheduled. The dates are subject to change at short notice so it is important for NGOs to be in regular contact with the respective committee secretariat in the months leading up to each session. 

· The main issues which are or have been under consideration. It is important for NGOs to familiarize themselves with the contents of previous State parties’ reports, as well as the previous concluding observations and previous lists of issues. 

· The reporting guidelines of each treaty body (so that NGOs can help monitor the extent to which States parties’ 

What is an NGO report? 

The most useful way for NGOs to submit information to treaty bodies is by producing a full-fledged report alongside the State report. These are sometimes called alternative or shadow reports. 

Before NGOs begin drafting the report, they are advised to familiarize themselves with the treaty body’s specific reporting guidelines. NGO reports should aim, as far as possible, to resemble in structure the official State reports. The aim of NGO reports should be to undertake a systematic analysis of the extent to which law, policy and practice in the State party comply with the principles and standards of the treaty. They should highlight what they see as problems in implementation and make concrete recommendations for improving the situation in a given country. 

NGO reports should be submitted as early as possible before the committees’ sessions. This allows treaty bodies to take them into consideration when preparing for their sessions and when drafting their concluding observations. Multiple copies and an electronic version of the report should be provided to the secretariat of the committees. 

The most effective reports are those born out of the cooperation and coordination of many NGOs. NGOs are encouraged to submit one joint report per country. At present, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families have permanent structures to assist national NGOs in the coordination of their submissions. Refer to section E of this chapter for further details.

Guidelines for written submissions 

• The information NGOs provide must be country-specific and relevant to the mandate of the treaty body to which it is addressed. When possible, it should make direct reference to the article of the treaty providing the specific right which is allegedly violated. 

• Allegations of human rights violations should always be supported by relevant evidence and documentation. 

• All information should be correctly referenced. When referencing a United Nations document, paragraph numbers should be referred to, as page numbers vary from one language to another. This should apply also to citations of State reports, which must be referred to in their official United Nations version. 

• The information should be clear and concise. 

• An electronic version and multiple hard copies should be provided, as the secretariat does not have the capacity to reproduce NGO materials. For further information on the number of hard copies to be submitted to each secretariat, see section E of this chapter. 

• Documents that contain language deemed to be abusive will not be accepted. 

Information should be submitted in the working language(s) of the respective committee. To find out which ones these are, NGOs are encouraged to contact the respective committee secretariat before submitting information.

Informal briefings: Committee sessions normally offer opportunities for informal meetings with committee members. Informal briefings may be organized by NGOs as side events outside official meeting times, most often during the lunch break, which normally takes place from 1 to 3 p.m. Their focus should be on the issues and countries that the committee is addressing. NGO informal briefings normally take place on the day before, or the same day of, the consideration of the State report of the relevant country. In some instances, committee secretariats may facilitate the arrangement of such briefings, by providing rooms, the necessary equipment and by informing the committee members of these happenings. Please note that no interpretation facilities are available for “lunchtime” briefings. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMW) expressly envisage a role for “other competent bodies”, including NGOs, in the work of the treaty body. However, all treaty bodies have developed modalities for interaction with NGOs. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the Rights of the Child have adopted specific guidelines on NGO participation in their work.  Efforts are under way to harmonize treaty bodies’ working methods and practices, in particular with regard to NGO participation.

***

B: Handout for the participants of the informal meeting of the 

CRC Pre-session Working Group

Tuesday, 10 June 2008

Secretariat of the NGO Group for the CRC

I. THE CORE INTERNATIONAL TREATY BODIES 

A ‘treaty’, ‘convention’ or a ‘covenant’ is an international legal instrument. A treaty imposes legal obligations upon a State who is a party to that treaty. When a State becomes party to a treaty, it is obligated under international law to uphold and implement the provisions of the relevant treaty. This implies that the domestic legislation of the State party must be in conformity with the provisions of the treaty and cannot contradict them in any way. 

Some of the international human rights treaties have been expanded upon by the creation of an optional protocol, which may increase protection in a particular area, or contain additional procedures that allow for further monitoring or receipt of individual communications. In order to be bound by an optional protocol, a State must ratify it separately in the same manner that it ratifies a treaty or a convention. 

The current seven core international human rights treaties are: 

· International Covenant on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) 

· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 

· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

· Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) 

· Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

· International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families (ICRMW) 

Two new conventions are presently open for ratification. These new instruments will enter into force after the requisite number of States has ratified them. These new instruments are: 

· Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (2006)1 

· Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) 

While the two new conventions are not yet in force, they also provide for the creation of committees, or treaty bodies to monitor the implementation of the conventions by State parties. The committees will be established after the respective conventions come into force. 

For more information see www.ohchr.org or download the Simple Guide to Treaty Bodies at http://www.ishr.ch/.

MANDATE OF THE TREATY BODIES 

The treaty bodies were created in order to monitor and encourage States to uphold and implement their international obligations under the international human rights treaties. The implementation of each of the international treaties is monitored by its own committee (refer to Table I). At present, there are eight treaty bodies/committees monitoring the implementation of the seven core international human rights conventions.

Table I: International conventions and their treaty bodies

	TREATY 
	RELATED TREATY BODY 

	ICERD 
	Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

	ICCPR 
	Human Rights Committee (HRC) 

	ICESCR 
	Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 

	CEDAW 
	Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

	CAT 
	Committee against Torture (CAT) 

	CRC 
	Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

	ICRMW 
	Committee on the Protection of Migrant Workers (CMW) 


For more information on each of the treaty bodies and an overview of their primary activities and procedures see www.ohchr.org or download the Simple Guide to Treaty Bodies at http://www.ishr.ch/.

Table II: Composition and sessions 

	TREATY 

BODY 
	COMPOSITION 
	NUMBER & DURATION OF SESSIONS 
	SESSIONS 

	
	
	
	PERIOD 
	LOCATION 

	CERD 
	18 
	2 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration each 
	February and August 
	Geneva 

	HRC 
	18 
	3 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration each 
	March, 

July and 

November 
	New York 

Geneva 

Geneva 

	CESCR 
	18 
	2 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration 

1 week for pre-sessional working group 
	May and 

November 
	Geneva 

	CEDAW 
	23 
	2 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration each; 

OPCEDAW prior to each session for 3-5 days 

Pre-sessional working group for 5 days immediately after each session to prepare lists of issues and questions for following session 
	January and 

July 
	New York* 

	CAT 
	10 
	2 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration each 
	May and 

November 
	Geneva 

	CRC 
	18 
	3 sessions per year, of 3 weeks duration each 
	January, 

May and 

September 
	Geneva 

	CMW 
	10 ** 
	Approximately 2 sessions per year, of around 1 week duration each 
	April and 

November/ 

December 
	Geneva 


* CEDAW has already begun meeting in Geneva since 2008. 

** Membership of CMW will increase to 14 when the Convention has 41 State parties. 

WHAT DO THE TREATY BODIES DO? 

The treaty bodies are mandated to carry out several activities in fulfilling their function of monitoring the implementation of State parties’ obligations under the treaties. 

All treaty bodies (except SPT) can: 

· Receive and consider reports submitted by State parties 

· Issue concluding observations/recommendations to assist State parties in implementing their obligations 

· Develop general comments/recommendations interpreting provisions of their respective treaties both substantively as well as procedurally 

Some treaty bodies may be mandated to perform additional functions, such as: 

· Consider individual communications 

· Consider inter-State complaints 

· Conduct or initiate inquiries 

· Conduct investigations through country visits 

These functions and activities will be discussed in further detail below, and have also been summarised in Table IV at the end of this chapter. 

Table III: Periodicity of reporting

	TREATY BODY 
	PERIODICITY OF STATE REPORTS 

	
	INITIAL REPORT 
	PERIODIC REPORT 

	CERD 
	1 year 
	Every 2 years (but in practice every 4 years) and whenever CERD requests 

	CESCR 
	2 years 
	Every 5 years 

	HRC 
	1 year 
	Every 4 years, or whenever requested by the HRC 

	CEDAW 
	1 year 
	Every 4 years, or whenever requested by CEDAW 

	CAT 
	1 year 
	Every 4 years, and any other reports requested by CAT 

	CRC 
	2 years 
	Every 5 years, and any other information requested by CRC 

	CMW 
	1 year 
	Every 5 years, and whenever requested by CMW 

	CRC-OPSC 
	2 years 
	Every 5 years or with next CRC report 

	CRC-OPAC 
	2 years 
	Every 5 years or with next CRC report 


MONITORING STATE OBLIGATIONS

The process of monitoring States’ obligations through the reporting process follows several stages (although all treaty bodies may not follow all the stages): 

· Preparation of the report at the national level

· Pre-sessional preparation for the plenary session 

· Consideration of the report in the plenary session of the concerned treaty body 

· Issuing of concluding observations 

· Follow-up on implementation of the concluding observations 

Pre-sessional preparation

All the committees carry out certain activities in preparation for their main plenary sessions. 

Pre-sessional working groups 

A pre-sessional working group is convened prior to the main session of some of the treaty bodies. The aim of the pre-sessional working group is to draft a list of issues and questions (CEDAW, CESCR, CRC) for the next session, or to consider individual communications (HRC, CAT). The pre-sessional working groups are usually held in private, with the exception of the pre-sessional working group of CESCR, which is public and open to NGO participation. 

List of issues and questions 

Most of the treaty bodies prepare lists of issues and questions prior to their sessions, which generally follow the structure of the relevant treaty. However, practices for developing the list and the use of the list vary across the different treaty bodies. 

The list of issues and questions can provide an opportunity for the treaty body to receive relevant information absent in the report. 

Additional sources of information 

In addition to the State report the treaty bodies also receive additional information from other sources such as national, regional or international NGOs and any other civil society actors. There is no requirement for UN accreditation for NGOs to submit information to the treaty bodies. Reports from national NGOs (commonly referred to as ‘shadow’, parallel or alternative reports) are of particular value to the treaty bodies in examining State reports, as they provide an alternative source of information on the human rights situation in a particular country. 

Additionally, the Secretariat of the relevant treaty body prepares a country dossier, containing all available relevant information on the situation in the concerned country from within the UN system. 

Additional information, generally of a confidential nature, may also be submitted by the UN specialised agencies such as UNICEF, UNHCR, the ILO, and the WHO. 

For more information on each of the treaty bodies and an overview of their primary activities and procedures see www.ohchr.org or download the Simple Guide to Treaty Bodies at http://www.ishr.ch/.

II. HOW CAN NGOS ENGAGE WITH THE TREATY BODIES

The importance of NGO input has been at the forefront of the work of the treaty bodies. There are a number of ways in which NGOs and other civil society actors can have input into the work of the treaty bodies, in formally institutionalised ways as well as informally. Several of the treaty bodies, such as CESCR and CRC, have specific guidelines for NGO participation in their work. 

Regarding formal avenues for participation, NGOs can provide input at different stage of the work of the treaty bodies. These are discussed in further detail below. 

1. Preparation of the State report 

NGOs can be called upon to participate in national consultations preceding the drafting of the State report, if the State concerned encourages broad participation of all stakeholders. NGOs can submit valuable findings and information and make recommendations to the State regarding the drafting of the report. Unfortunately, not all States make the effort to include the participation of NGOs in national consultations, and NGO perspectives and information are often excluded from the information contained in the State party report. The treaty bodies try to encourage States to hold broad and inclusive national consultations by drawing particular attention to the consultative process employed by the State in the production of its report in the concluding observations issued by the committee after consideration of the report. 

2. Pre-sessional preparation 

Whether or not they are involved in the preparation of the State report, NGOs and other stakeholders can submit a report of their own (alternative, parallel or ‘shadow’ reports) that present information in the same format as the State report, but include their own research, findings and views on the implementation of the relevant convention in their national contexts. Such a report can help committee members achieve a more comprehensive picture of the human rights situation in a country and is therefore essential to examining the record of a State party. If an NGO does not have the time or resources to submit a comprehensive report prior to the session of the relevant treaty body, it should consider at least sending a short letter or some other brief submission of information highlighting key issues that deserve the attention of the committee. 

NGOs can make written submissions to the secretariat of the relevant treaty body at any time, even one week before the relevant committee is scheduled to consider a State party report. However, it is in the interest of NGOs to submit information as early as possible before the consideration of the report of the relevant country is considered by the committee in order to ensure that the information that they supply is taken into consideration when examining the record of the State concerned. For example, if NGOs submit their alternative reports well in advance of the session, this would give committee members the opportunity to examine the questions or information presented in their reports with closer attention. If the report has been submitted so much in advance that the situation in a particular country has changed, NGOs could also send an update to their report closer to the time of examination. 

The treaty body can and often do use the information presented in the NGO report to raise specific questions in the list of issues and questions to be sent to the State in advance of the main session and during the constructive dialogue. Also, if the information is provided in advance of the plenary session, then it will be included in the relevant country file prepared by OHCHR for each of the committee members before consideration of the concerned country. 

3. Dialogue with the concerned country 

Generally, NGOs are allowed to attend all the plenary sessions of the treaty bodies as observers. In order to attend a session of the treaty bodies, NGOs are required to obtain accreditation from the secretariat of the relevant committee in advance. While NGOs cannot participate in the dialogues with the concerned State during plenary sessions, NGOs may make oral submissions during an allotted time period either at the end of a session or in a pre-sessional meeting. 

4. Briefings 

NGOs can also participate in briefings either before, during or in-between the treaty body sessions. For example, CESCR holds a pre-sessional briefing that is open to NGOs, who can present oral or written submissions. Some of the treaty bodies, such as CAT for example, allow for NGO representatives to brief committee members orally during a session. In the case of the HRC and CERD, NGOs can also request the OHCHR to hold ‘lunch-time’ briefings, which committee members are invited to attend. As the lunch time-slot is considered to be outside the formal working period of the committee members, it is left up to committee members to decide if they want to attend the briefing. 

Table VI: NGO participation in treaty body briefings

	TREATY BODY 
	TYPE OF BRIEFING 

	CERD 
	NGOs do not brief during the plenary session 

Lunch-time briefings with NGOs for country-specific information 



	CESCR 
	Oral briefing by NGOs during pre-sessional working group 

First day of session devoted to NGO oral briefings (open) 



	HRC 
	First day of session devoted to NGO oral briefings 

Lunch-time briefings with NGOs for country-specific information 

	CEDAW 
	Oral briefing by NGOs during pre-sessional working group 

Beginning of first and second week of session (open) 



	CAT 
	NGO oral briefing to committee on day before State report is considered during plenary session (private) 



	CRC 
	Oral briefing by NGOs during pre-sessional working group 

May allow NGOs to brief committee during session 

NGOs can request private meetings with the Committee 




SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION 

NGOS also play a vital role in the submission of information to the treaty bodies, at nearly every stage of their work, such as during an inquiry procedure, or as part of an early-warning or urgent action procedure. In cases where no State report has been presented and a State is being examined under the review procedure, NGO reports are of even more significance. The submission of information is a key way for NGOs to assist the work of the treaty bodies, especially since committee members rely on the submission of information in order to examine the human rights record of the concerned country as they do not conduct country visits to the respective State parties in order to gather their own information on a regular basis. 

OTHER 

NGO coalitions may also play a unique and vital role in assisting the work of the treaty bodies. NGO coalitions or NGO networks can play a key role in coordinating the drafting of shadow reports and other activities pertaining to the treaty bodies at the national or regional level. 

The NGO Group for the CRC, for example, works together with over 60 international NGOs to promote the implementation of the CRC, coordinate NGO written submissions and to undertake other such specific tasks to assist the work of the Committee. Another international organisation, IWRAW-Asia Pacific, convenes training sessions for NGOs in parallel to the sessions of CEDAW in New York and also coordinates the submission of NGO reports to the Committee. 

NGO coordination is vital to maximise the limited space and time given to NGOs to interact with the treaty bodies, and is also a way to give added weight to information submitted to them. 

III. TREATY BODIES & THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

The Human Rights Council, the main human rights body of the United Nations was created by General Assembly Resolution 60/251. It is an inter-governmental, political body that replaced the Commission on Human Rights in 2006. The mandate of the Council is more generally to protect and promote human rights.

The treaty bodies interact with the Council through two of its procedures-the newly created universal periodic review (UPR) and the special procedures mandate holders.

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW MECHANISM (UPR)

The UPR, as its name suggests, is a process by which the human rights record of every State, whether members or non-members of the Council, will be examined by a working group, consisting of all the members of the Council, every four years. The main premise of the UPR process is to ‘ensure universal coverage and equal treatment of all States’, in order to avoid the allegations of ‘selectivity’ and ‘politicisation’ that infected the work of the former Commission on Human Rights. It is an inter-governmental process that is intended to complement and not duplicate the work of other human rights mechanisms. 

The NGO Group encourages child rights NGOs and coalitions to get involved in the new UPR process by lobbying their government for their involvement in the preparation of the information or by preparing their own submission.

By taking part in the UPR, child rights NGOs can ensure that, priority child rights issues are reflected in the HRC agenda and that the implementation of  the CRC in their country is promoted at international level. Since the  examination of the initial countries in April, it was apparent that child rights were more prominent when NGOs prepared good submissions.

Unlike the CRC reporting, the UPR requires less time and effort, as the submission is shorter and can be based on the alternative report. The submission should be no more than 5 pages for individual NGO. The information should highlight key child rights issues and violations. As theconclusions and recommendations from CRC will be used for the UPR, it is  important that you do not duplicate this information. Instead, you should reinforce the recommendations of the CRC Committee.

As the scope of the review is rather broad and the required length of the submissions is relatively short, NGOs should consider submitting information on the most serious and representative examples of violations of child rights. The OHCHR sets up deadlines for the submission of the NGO information. This date will be communicated with the NGOs in due course.

For more information about the UPR and the participation of NGOs in the UPR process see: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRmain.aspx

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRmain.aspx"
  

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/NoteNGO.aspx"
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/NoteNGO.aspx

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRmain.aspx"
. 
http://www.upr-info.org/NGOs-and-the-UPR.html.

A toolkit has been designed for child rights NGOs to help them participate in the new UPR mechanism. The pdf version of the toolkit can be accessed  through the link http://www.crin.org/docs/VeryFinalUPRToolkit[1]PDF.pdf

 HYPERLINK "http://www.crin.org/docs/VeryFinalUPRToolkit%5B1%5DPDF.pdf"
. An online version is available at: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=17366&flag=report 


�	 The information is extracted from the Simple Guide to Treaty Bodies developed by the International Service for Human Rights available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishr.ch/"��http://www.ishr.ch/�.


�	The information is extracted from Simple Guide to Treaty Bodies available at http://www.ishr.ch/







