NGO GROUP FOR THE

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Subgroup on National Child Rights Coalitions

Meeting and Forum

Wednesday 13 June 2007, 14:30– 18:30
AGENDA

1. Apologies and introductions
2. The NGO Group, its LUP and Subgroup on National Coalitions
3. Country presentations by NGO representatives from the countries participating in the Committee on the Rights of the Child pre-session working group meeting (46th Session: September 2007)
Consideration of State Reports: Sierra Leone, Venezuela
Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC): Bulgaria, France, Spain
Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC): Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Ireland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Qatar, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic

4. Follow-up after country reviews: how to implement the Committee recommendations

5. Presentation of Subgroup for child’s right to health reporting project

6. Any Other Business

*47th Session pre-session Working Group (October 2007 for February 2008): to date the following countries have been scheduled: State reports: Bhutan, Dominican Republic, Georgia, Timor Leste; OPSC: Chile, Kuwait, Timor Leste; OPAC: Chile, Germany, Ireland, Kuwait, Timor Leste.

1. Apologies and introductions
Due to illness, at the very last minute the co-convenor of the Subgroup (SG) on National Coalitions, Elaine Petitat-Côté, was unable to attend the meeting. Carolyne Willow, based in the UK was also unable to attend. Carole Zuber and Hélène Sackstein (Sub group on child’s right to health) and Bruno Romazzotti (NGO Group Secretariat) kindly stepped in and ensured that the meeting went as smoothly as possible. The following notes are a very brief summary of what was discussed.

The original agenda was shortened to include only points 1, 3 and 5. 
There were few participants from abroad, partly because few NGO coalitions came to Geneva for the pre-session. Moreover, amongst those who did, several travelled to Geneva, met the CRC Committee in pre-session and returned home all in the same day. Only representatives from Sierra Leone and Venezuela, who had come in relation to the general country review were present at the Forum ; no-one came to Geneva for OPAC and those coming for OPSC returned home the same day.

2.
Country presentations by some NGO representatives from the countries participating in the Committee on the Rights of the Child pre-session working group meeting (46th Session: September 2007)
Sierra Leone: 

Sierra Leone was represented by two people. It will be reviewed in September for its 2nd report. 

This is one of the poorest countries of the world; and civil war has paid its toll on its people, the economy, infrastructure, etc. Concerning the government report to the CRC, the national coalition was part of the drafting process.
Amongst the challenges mentioned during the meeting:

· poverty;

· political instability – is peace sustainable?
· reconstruction of the country is difficult because of, for example,  the relative instability as well as brain drain;

· contrast between urban and rural areas has led to gaps in housing, education, health systems, employment – in fact in all aspects of life. Rural areas are underdeveloped, lacking in basic infrastructure, professional assistance, etc.;
· health is a major issue: high rates of child and maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS, inadequate  health system, brain drain of health professionals, lack of qualified professional doctors found mostly in cities, lack of hospitals;

· inadequacy of the education system, lack of schools, and of qualified teachers. Moreover, few teachers in rural areas, mostly concentrated in cities and towns. 
· brain drain is a major problem because professionals are trained abroad and do not return to the country.

Venezuela: 

Two representatives from Venezuela attended the Forum. Venezuela will be reporting to the Committee for the send time. The NGO Coalition brought up the following points:
· authoritarian figure of the President making it difficult to implement changes if an issue is not valued by him;
· general lack of political interest in the rights of children. Following ratification of the Convention and the initial report, the issue was relatively high on the agenda, but recently it has been downgraded and proof of this is that child’s rights are now the responsibility of an under Secretary.  
· This is explained in part by fact that improving the situation of children, and implementing the convention are long-term efforts; they call for profound changes that are not immediately visible – and this is not politically favourable or encouraging;
· NGOs were not included in the drafting process of the government report.
3.
Presentation of Subgroup for child’s right to health reporting project

The NGO Group Subgroup on health was invited to attend the Forum to explain to representatives from national coalitions the project they have been working on for several months as it concerns preparation of alternative reports. Also they were interested in receiving feedback from national coalitions concerning their project, suggestions, etc.

Briefly, the project intends to determine the gaps in health issues brought up and discussed by the Committee and government officials during country reviews, and accordingly, to underline gaps in the Concluding Observations.  The aim is to improve both government reporting and alternative reporting, by identifying and filling these gaps. Hopefully this will also help to identify new health issues as they appear.

Participants were divided into two groups (English- and Spanish-speaking) and the discussions evolved differently in each group. In the Spanish-speaking group participants suggested discussing the project with their counterparts in Venezuela upon returning to their country. In the English-speaking group, both representatives found it a timely and relevant initiative, and said they would present the questionnaire to their colleagues at home and provide input after consulting with them. It was also suggested that the health subgroup better underline how the project could be a useful tool for NGO coalitions.  
4.
A.O.B. (next meeting date: October 2007, in connection with the pre-session meeting of the 47th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child*)

The next meeting will take place during the pre-session in October 2007. The precise date and time will be scheduled later. We plan to organize a slightly different meeting (an informal “get-together” following the exchange of information) so that NGOs from abroad have the occasion to meet more NGOs representatives based in Geneva (including members of the NGO Group) and thus make more numerous personal contacts.

* Countries to be reviewed are:
Consideration of State Reports: Bhutan, Dominican Republic, Georgia, Timor Leste
Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC): Chile, Kuwait, Timor Leste
Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC):Chile, Germany, Ireland, Kuwait, Timor Leste
