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Notes of the National Coalition Forum, 3 October 2006

1. Apologies and introductions

The co-convenor of the Subgroup (SG) on National Coalitions and chair, Elaine Petitat-Côté, welcomed the participants from Chile, Honduras, Kenya, Mali and Suriname. She presented apologies from the delegates from Maldives and members from other NGOs stationed in Geneva, as well as from the co-covenor of the SG, Carolyne Willows (based in the UK). 

Participants, including Alison Philips, the new Director of the NGO Group, introduced themselves (See Annex 1: List of participants).
2.
The NGO Group and the Subgroup on National Coalitions
The roles and functions of the NGO Group, its programmes and its working groups were explained in order to clarify, for visiting NGO Coalitions, the levels at which we can work together.

1) NGO Group: worldwide association of approximately 75 NGO working on child rights issues; some members are national coalitions. The NGO Group objectives are, amongst others, to facilitate work with the CRC Committee, mainstream child rights in the human rights discourse, widen outreach to work with new allies, become a stronger force in the child rights movement. Its Secretariat is based in Geneva. 

2) Programmes: There are 2 programmes at the Secretariat of the NGO Group:

- FP on sexual exploitation (FPP)

- Liaison Unit Programme (LUP): Works in close collaboration with the Committee on the CRC, sending in alternative reports from NGOs and National Coalitions, covering the sessions and reporting afterwards, facilitating stay in Geneva of NGOs and National Coalitions during the pre-sessions, etc. Thus, within the Secretariat of the NGO Group, the LUP is the direct link to the National Coalitions (Laura Theytaz, Lisa Myers). 

3) 12 subgroups within the association working on a number of issues: violence, children without parental care, indigenous children, education, sexual exploitation, health, juvenile justice, HR Council, labour, armed conflict, etc.

Subgroup on National Coalitions: is one of the above subgroups. During each of the CRC pre-sessions (3 times yearly) it organises a Forum, inviting NGOs and National Coalitions attending the pre-session to exchange information about the situation of child rights in their country, as well as other NGOs belonging to the NGO Group. Two convenors: Carolyne Willows, Elaine Petitat-Côté.

The SG has been re-orienting its work and during 2007 hopes to develop different projects aimed at bringing "added value" to the work of both the National Coalitions and the LUP: 1) identification of the membership of the different national coalitions working on child rights, with the intention of creating a database of expertise. 2) Collection of ways that National Coalitions and NGOs have been using the CRC Committee recommendations after their country review.

Moreover, the SG on National Coalitions will continue to invite other SGs to each of the 3 Forums organised every year to explain their work and projects (SG on violence, on health, etc.) 
3.
The Human Rights Council: explaining changes and its new role: Philippe Dam, CONGO
See summary in Annex 2: Human Rights Council. Concerning the involvement of the NGO Group, see Annex 3.

4.
Country presentations by NGO representatives attending the CRC pre-session
1) Chile: 

OMCT: Main issue for this group is state violence against children: police detentions, repression against demonstrators, special incarceration techniques; violence also within the school system. In fact, there is a very authoritarian culture in Chile, 73% of the children experiencing violence in their life. Many things are put aside, ignored: few speak about children tortured during the dictatorship, children abused by police, street children, trafficked and sexually exploited children. 

Red de Infancia Chile: Works with the poorest children in the country. A recent study describes the very difficult situation that children live in but that statistics generally do not show since they show averages, not extremes or widening gaps. Inequality is rampant in Chile. Life expectancy in an Indian quarter is 42 years of age. Education for example, has not improved over the years and remains very unequal: for the majority of children it is of very poor quality, too many children in classes, whereas rich children get good education through private schooling. Child begging is very common.

The Coalition is also concerned by child participation: people's opinions are not heard in Chile, either children or adults. Children do not have the right to share their opinions or be heard in courts, in schools, etc.

There are a number of institutional problems too: for example, today the Chilean constitution is the same as the one under Pinochet. Economic neo-liberal development is considered the way to proceed. Moreover, Chile is often seen in the region as a model, a good example for other countries (such as Suriname for example). And yet, though Chile seems to be a liberal country, in reality it is poor, inequality is not dealt with, and there is little possibility to expose problems. 

Child rights are not a priority in the country. A work plan for 2000-2010 was drafted but not implemented; setting up a child Parliament was decided but not implemented. However it is hoped that by addressing the issues of child participation and economic inequality things will change in Chile: there is the sense that a new dialogue on children seems to be emerging.
2) Honduras: 

50% of the population in Honduras is under 25.

This is the third review of Honduras and the third alternative report sent to the CRC Committee, prepared thanks to pressure of civil society on the state.

COIPRODEN who presented the alternative report to the Committee, is a network that deals with questions regarding medicine, health, and education for children.
Although Honduras gives much importance to the rights' status of children there are still enormous difficulties regarding poverty and public services: 

- 80% of the population are poor, or which 60% are extremely poor. Even when most members of the family work, they are unable to reach an acceptable standard of living.

- Public services are generally inadequate, do not cover the whole country, and do not even meet minimum standards for the entire population. 

Another very important issue is violence. There are numerous gangs, composed of young people and poor people. These gangs are often accused of being the cause of the violence (350 deaths in 2006), and are more and more stigmatised at such. In order to address the issue of violence, the government is seeking to lower the age of punishment (age 16). This will not attack the root cause, but only one of the visible consequences of poverty; moreover it does not follow CRC provisions.

Still another difficult issue is the geographic proximity to the U.S. Hondurans accept many negative aspects of the US culture, such as violence, the circulation of violent video games, poor eating habits, etc.
Children are the most affected by this situation. Civil society has a role to play to improve the situation, on the one hand by providing services to fill in gaps for things that are lacking; on the other, at the political level, by denouncing the state to bring about social change.

3) Kenya:
CRC NGO Coalition began early, even before Kenya ratified the Convention, with NGOs pressuring the government to ratify it in 1990. It is now composed of 25 NGOs that meet on a monthly basis. Much of their work is to make the CRC understandable, to implement it into domestic law, and to check on government progress.

A new Children's Act has been adopted, which clearly defines the child. 

This is the third time the Coalition works on a report for the country review: the first was part of the initial government report, the second was also part of the government report, but this third is different as children have participated in its drafting.

Child participation is one important challenge: it is not part of traditional African culture. Examples of participation include: Global Movement for Children, AIDS day, forums for children to discuss issues by region, participation in drafting of alternative report, participation in international meetings.

The second challenge relates to justice for children: there is very little access to child courts as there are only two in the country; in the other courts adult cases are always the priority and no special treatment for children; neither magistrates nor police are trained in CRC, or in child psychology; children are detained with adults though by law they are entitled to separate quarters. Moreover, legal aid, though free by law is not free in reality, and NGOs have set up free legal aid clinics for children.

The third challenge is HIV/AIDS and its impact on children. Prevalence of the disease if very high, at 9.4%; but it is decreasing. Numbers of orphans are increasing and one of the government priorities is to protect young parents by distributing medication (250,000 parents need it but only 80,000 have been getting the treatment). 100,000 children have HIV and 40% of these suffer from AIDS. Only 6,700 get ARVs. MTCT (mother-to-child-transmission) is also a challenge.

Violence against children is another reality; it involves police, families, schools.
4) Mali: 
COMADE is the 60-member coalition working on child rights (including churches, children, workers). It sometimes follows government policy and works with the government in tandem. However, it has written both alternative and complementary reports for CRC reviews.

Mali is a very poor country; there is little work and because of this much population displacement from the countryside to the city. Poverty is a big issue. More and more children are forced to work; though the State has taken measures, few really help children.

Another challenge in Mali is birth registration: if children are not registered they do not exist and cannot achieve their rights.

Another challenge relates to formal and informal education; schooling is of poor quality; moreover it is not relevant to the employment market. Much begging.

Concerning violence, the Coalition works to protect children, fighting police brutality, assisting street children, victims of abuse and trafficking, female genital mutilation, abused children, and children whose rights have been violated by the government.

5) Suriname: 

The Foundation for Human Development attended the pre-session.

Suriname is a country of multilingual and multiethnic populations that benefits from a rich cultural inheritance. At the same time it is poor, with 80% of the population living in poverty and the gaps between rich and poor widening. Their situation goes from relatively better to relatively worse depending on if they live in the city, in the country or in the peripheral regions. Descendants of slaves live in shanty-towns on the outskirts of the cities. 

The situation in Suriname is particularly precarious for the indigenous people who live under very poor circumstances; their children are deprived of education, healthcare. 

The first main challenge is to bring the government to give more attention to poverty reduction in the context of the family environment. Poverty is such that parents give their children away to what they hope will be "better care": as there is no legislation or other form of control, these children are often abused, lost, not cared for, exploited, etc. As a result, domestic work, corporal punishment, sexual exploitation, prostitution are widespread. The government has to give more attention to early childhood development, violence, alternative care, and change its legislation to meet the CRC standards.

The second main challenge is to better provide for children in conflict with the law, regarding for example, children in prison. As most children live in poverty, are poorly educated, are exploited there is a high proportion of juvenile delinquency. Criminal majority is 16; girls are incarcerated with adults with the result of prostitution in prisons; there are few rehabilitation programmes and counselling programmes; there is no special judge for children; detainees have to wait for months in detention for petty crimes before going to court.

The third challenge is violence against children, be it domestic violence in families, corporal punishment in schools, police brutality especially against street children, and other institutional violence.

Another issue is child participation.
4.
Guidelines to improve the reporting of violence against children in NGO reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child  (see Annex 4) 

Christine Cornwell (African Child Policy Forum) belonging to the NGO Group subgroup on violence, spoke of the project her SG is working on: development of guidelines to assist national coalitions in better reporting on violence-related issues in their alternative reports. As there was little time to discuss in more detail the project itself, and given that during the country presentations there had been much discussion on the issue of violence (serious problem in all of the countries), this became more of a point for information. The meeting was informed about the UN Study on Violence against Children and the NGO Group for the CRC lobbying efforts concerning the omnibus resolution to be adopted by the UN General Assembly at its present session. Copies of the NGO statement on the resolution and of the UNSG’s report were made available to the participants with a request that they undertake advocacy efforts once they returned home. Annex 3 is the document distributed to the group prior to the meeting. Coalition expressed their interest in being part of the project.

5.
National Coalition plans after their country review

Often once NGOs and national coalitions have reported to the CRC (alternative report) and followed the country review, they do not follow-up on the Committee recommendations nor on progress made at country level. We discussed plans for follow-up that the coalitions intended to pursue in 2007. 

Chile: together with UNICEF, the local coalitions will present the government report, the alternative report as well as the CRC recommendations and will discuss a monitoring system. They would like to set up an Observatory of child rights as well as a special Ombudsman for children within the next few years.

Honduras: intend to continue working between now and the next report and plan to make an official event in Congress.

Kenya: intend to send children to the review in January. They intend to disseminate the recommendations but do not know how to reach the most vulnerable people. Will focus on child-friendly media people. Will also work on collecting data for the next alternative report (have begun to do so). As Kenya is entering an election period the recommendations can be used in the election campaign.

Mali: intend to meet the relevant Ministers to discuss the various recommendations.

Suriname: every month on the 5th of the month there will be a campaign focusing on a specific recommendation. They intend to work with the Woman's and Child's Desk in Parliament, as well as with the media.

6. AOB

The next meeting will take place during the pre-session in February 2007. 

The SubGroup on the child's right to health has been invited to discuss its project related to reporting on health in the alternative reports.

Special thanks to Katerina Papacosma for taking notes of the meeting.
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ANNEX 2: Presentation to the NGO Group on the Rights of the Child

Subgroup on National Child Rights Coalitions - Tuesday 3 October 2006

What will be changed with the new Human Rights Council?
1) Main Features of the new Human Rights Council

For the past 60 years the Commission on Human Rights was the main intergovernmental human rights body within the United Nations. In particular, it produced international law and standards, including related to the rights of the child, and developed a well-recognised system of Special Procedures. However, criticisms regarding its asserted politicization, lack of objectivity and use of double standards, paved the ground for a major reform of the UN human rights machinery. The General Assembly, under the resolution 60/251, adopted on 15 March 2006, decided to abolish the Commission and to replace it by a Human Rights Council with a higher position within the United Nations.

Membership: slightly less than under the Commission: 47 Members elected at the absolute majority by the General Assembly. No re-election after two consecutive terms;

Meeting time: longer than during the Commission: minimum of three sessions for at least ten weeks each year;

Reporting: Ability to report directly to the General Assembly;

NGO participation: at least the same level as during the Commission;

New mechanisms:
- Universal Periodic Review (UPR): it is the response to the alleged selectivity and double standard of the previous commission. Under this UPR, all countries will be subject to a review of their human rights obligations and commitments. However, the modalities of this UPR have not yet been decided, since the resolution only provides basic principles, mentioning that such modalities will be developed within one year after the first session of the Council.

- Special sessions: the Council is empowered to hold special sessions “when needed, at the request of one member of the Council with the support of one third of the membership of the Council”. 

- The election of the HRC members in May 2006 has been the occasion to develop a very interesting practice: candidate States have circulated before the election a list of pledges and commitments they committed to implement during their membership term. Such pledges could be very useful lobbying tools for NGOs.

Maintained mechanisms: 

The resolution establishing the Council provided that the following mechanisms will be assumed and therefore maintained and carried over by the Council. It is however is allowed to review those mandates, functions and responsibilities within the first year after its first session. 

- Special Procedures (ex: Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography – Mr. Juan Miguel PETIT; Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children – Ms. Sigma HUDA): they examine, monitor and report to the Commission / Council on a specific thematic human rights issue or on a specific country. The system of special procedures is widely considered as the most important achievement of the Commission. 

- Expert Advice: previously organised around the Sub-Commission for the Protection and the Promotion of Human Rights (composed of independent experts elected by the Commission), the expert advice function of the Council will be maintained, but the Council will have to decide on its composition and modalities. The Sub-Commission was undertaking research, contributed to the development of human rights standards and monitored the implementation of human rights norms in a collegial manner.

- Complaint Procedure: this mechanism allows victims of human rights violations to address communications (complaints) to the Human Rights Council. It was performed during the Commission under the so-called 1503 procedure, which was widely criticised because of its confidential nature. The Council will also review the modalities of the complaint mechanism during the first year of its work.

2) Finishing the institution building of the Council 

Between June 2006 and June 2007, the Council will remain under institution building. The main institution building activities in this current first year of the Council will include:

- Universal Periodic Review: setting modalities and working methods. Need to guarantee that NGOs and NGO coalitions (international and national) will be involved in the process of reviewing States compliance with human rights obligations and commitments.

- Review and if needed rationalization of previous mandates of the Commission to be assumed by the Council (Special Procedures, Expert Advice and Complaint Procedure). Need to ensure that children oriented mandates be maintained and strengthened.

- Building of the regular agenda of the Council. Will there be a specific agenda item on Child Rights?

- Rules and Procedures.

3) Will the activities of the Committee on the Rights of the Child be affected by the establishment of the Human Rights Council?
No: treaty based committees have been established by the treaties they monitor implementation (at the only exception of the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights). There is one committee for each of the core international human rights treaties. 

On the contrary, the Human Rights Council has been created by the General Assembly, whose legal source is the UN Charter.

Therefore, the creation of the Human Rights Council will not impact on the activities of the treaty based Committees. The treaty body system and the Charter based system work complementarily.

	Treaty bodies
	Charter based Human Rights bodies

	Treaty body
	Legal source
	Legal source: UN Charter

Commission on Human Rights (until June 2006)

Human Rights Council (from June 2006)

	Human Rights Committee 
	International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
	

	Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
	Created by ECOSOC Monitoring the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
	

	Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
	Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
	

	Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
	Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
	

	Committee Against Torture
	Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
	

	Committee on the Rights of the Child 
	Convention on the Rights of the Child
	

	Committee on Migrant Workers 
	International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
	



However, it is proposed by some States (and supported by many NGOs) that the outcomes of the work of treaty body (including conclusions on States compliance with the treaties and recommendations) be used as part of the basic reliable and objective information on which the Universal Periodic Review would take place. Therefore, the activities of the Committees, including the Committee on the Rights of the Child, while not being affected by the establishment of the Human Rights Council, could even have more impact within the overall UN HR system if such a solution is adopted. 

Prepared by Philippe Dam, CONGO, October 2006

Documentation and links:

• General Assembly Resolution 60/251 establishing the Human Rights Council

http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/A.RES.60.251_En.pdf 

• Webpage of the Human Rights Council: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/ 

• Membership of the Council: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/membership.htm 

• Pledges of candidate States: http://www.un.org/ga/60/elect/hrc/ 

• Child Rights Information Network – Information on the HR Council: 

http://www.crin.org/francais/HRC.asp 

• International Service for Human Rights – “A new chapter for human rights”

http://www.ishr.ch/handbook/index.htm 

• CONGO webpage on Human Rights

http://www.ngocongo.org/index.php?what=resources&id=10136 

ANNEX 3: Rights of the Child in the new Human Rights Council
Geneva, April 2006
CALL FOR ACTION BY THE NGOs 
 ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AND BEYOND
The Convention on the Rights of the Child enjoys the status of being the most widely and speedily ratified convention in history, with 192 State parties with the exception of the United States and Somalia
. The Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises the child as an individual with his/her own rights.

The NGO subgroup
calls for the mobilization of political will and for concrete actions to be taken
1. Child Rights perspective
The NGO subgroup reaffirms:
the obligation by States parties to respect, promote and fulfil the rights of the child to protection against all forms of discrimination (article 2); the best interests of the child as a primary consideration in all actions concerning children (article 3); the right to life and development (article 6) and the right to express an opinion and to have that opinion taken into account, in any matter of procedure affecting the child. The child’s view should be given due weight (article 12).
These general principles, together, form the child rights perspective. The Convention shall serve as a tool in work to improve the conditions of children by changing attitudes, approaches and methods in various spheres of activities and at different levels in society.  Thus, efforts are needed which will raise the level of awareness of various groups in society, and children and young people themselves.
2. General measures of implementation
The NGO subgroup reaffirms: 
the responsibility of States parties to make the principles and provisions of the Convention widely known, by appropriate and active means to adults and children alike (article 42). Children should be aware of their rights. 
The NGO subgroup reaffirms:
that States parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the Convention. With regards to economic, social and cultural rights, States parties shall undertake such measures to the maximum of their available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international co-operation (article 4). 
The NGO subgroup suggests: 
that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations mechanisms, including human rights mechanisms, and all relevant organs of the United Nations system, to incorporate a strong child rights perspective throughout all activities in the fulfilment of their mandates, as well as to ensure that their staff is trained in child protection matters, and calls upon States to cooperate closely with them. It further requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to set up a well staffed and resourced child rights unit to be responsible for the coordination and effective mainstreaming of children’s rights within the office and human rights mechanisms. It further requests OHCHR to report on progress made in this respect to the Human Rights Council in 2007.
3. Ratifications and withdrawal of reservations 
Noting with appreciation the exceptionally high number of States parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the rapid pace of ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict.
The NGO subgroup recommends:
that States that have not yet done so to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child and sign, ratify and accede to its two Optional Protocols. 
The NGO subgroup:
is concerned with the great number of reservations to the Convention and to the two Optional Protocols, urges States Parties to withdraw reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and its Protocols and to consider reviewing other reservations with a view to withdrawing them.
4. Reporting by State parties

The NGO subgroup welcomes:
the relatively high reporting rate for initial reports by States parties under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (So far 187 initial reports have been submitted)
The NGO subgroup stresses: 
the crucial importance of periodic reporting by States parties, in conformity with the obligations under article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, (a) within two years after the entry into force of the Convention  for the State party concerned and (b) thereafter every five years.
The NGO subgroup calls upon: 
States parties to improve and strengthen cooperation with the Committee to comply in a timely manner with their reporting obligations under the Convention and the two Optional Protocols. As of March 2006, there are still nine countries that have not submitted their initial report, they are Afghanistan (due in 1996), Cook Islands (1999), Malaysia (1997), Nauru (1996), Niue (1998), Serbia and Montenegro (2003), Timor-Leste (2005), Tonga (1997) and Tuvalu (1997).
The NGO subgroup urges:
States parties to submit reports 

In addition, the Committee has sent reminders to the following 11 countries whose second (so far 99 second reports submitted) and third (so far 19 third reports submitted) periodic reports had not yet been submitted: Barbados, Chad, Grenada, Maldives, Namibia, St Kitt and Nevis, Sierra Leone, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zimbabwe. The Human Rights Council should urge these States parties to comply with the reporting obligations.
As of 24 April 2006, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict had been ratified or acceded to by 104 States parties and signed by 121 States. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography had been ratified or acceded to by 106 States parties and signed by 114 States. 
As of 24 April 2006, the Committee has received 17 initial State party reports under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict and 17 initial reports under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
 on the two Optional Protocols to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
5. Follow-up to Concluding Observations
The NGO subgroup urges: 
States parties to respect the Concluding Observations by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and recommends that States parties take all appropriate measures to ensure the full implementation of the present recommendations, inter alia, by translating them into national and local languages, producing child-friendly versions of them, transmitting them to the members of the Council of Ministers or the Cabinet or a similar body, the Parliament, and to provincial or State Governments and Parliaments, where applicable for appropriate consideration and further action.
The NGO subgroup urges further: 
that States parties reports, written replies and Concluding Observations adopted by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child be made widely available, including  but not exclusively through Internet, to the public at large, civil society organisations, youth groups, professional groups, and children in order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention its implementation and monitoring.
FOUR AREAS OF CONCERN BEYOND THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
For 2006 to 2007, the NGO subgroup urges the Council to focus further on the following four areas, based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child but demanding more efforts beyond CRC:
1. Violence against children, considering that the UN Study on Violence Against Children will be presented to the General Assembly by the end of 2006.
2. Sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (including on the internet), due to the fact that the Special Rapporteur is submitting his report to the Human Rights Council and 2006, being the first year of application of the Optional Protocol.
3. Children affected by armed conflict, due to the fact that the Special Rapporteur of the Secretary General on Children in armed conflict is submitting her report to the Human Rights Council and 2006, being the first year of application of the Optional protocol.
4. Children in conflict with the law should receive more focused attention, in view of the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
1. Violence against Children

a) Noting with deep concern the horrific scale of violence against children, including state-authorised and legalised violence against girls and boys, in their homes, schools, forms of alternative care, penal systems and on the streets,
b) Welcoming the increased attention given to this violence by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children, which will report to the General Assembly later this year, and encouraged by the high level of participation of girls and boys sharing their experiences, concerns, recommendations and actions for prohibiting and eliminating all violence against them, at each of the nine regional consultations held in connection with the UN Study during 2005, 
c) Believes that States must recognise and urgently respond to children’s equal right to respect for their human dignity and physical integrity and ensure that all currently lawful violence against girls and boys, including all corporal punishment, all harmful traditional practices, and all sexual violence is prohibited and effectively eliminated through awareness-raising and public education,
d) Urges States to engage with children directly in designing and building multi-sectoral and child-friendly child protection systems that are effective, work in the best interests of the child and do not add further harm to the child victims of violence,
The NGO subgroup calls upon all States
i. to ensure that children have ready access to confidential advice and advocacy and to child protection services required by law to investigate and intervene in the best interests of the child, through court action when necessary, when a child is believed to be at risk of significant harm, 
ii. to commission confidential interview research with children, parents and other carers, with appropriate ethical safeguards, to reveal the true extent of all forms of violence against girls and boys, in the home/family and in all other settings, and to enable progress towards its elimination to be measured,
iii. to involve children from various background in developing programmes to prevent and respond to violence against children - and to involve men and boys as partners in addressing root causes of violence.
2) The sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (including via the information and communications technology systems)

The NGO subgroup calls upon all States:
a) To criminalize all forms of sexual exploitation, sexual abuse and violence of children, including within the family and/or for commercial purposes, child pornography and child prostitution, child trafficking, child sex tourism, the sale of children, including via the information and communications technology systems for these purposes. 
b) To decriminalize children victims of exploitation and to ensure prosecution of offenders irrespective of nationality and legal barriers. 
c) To increase cooperation at all levels to fight against transnational criminal networks involved in child prostitution, trafficking of children, child sex tourism and child pornography.
d) To identify and address the root causes leading to the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
e) To ratify or accede to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Trans-national Organized Crime. 
3. Children affected by armed conflict and displacement

The NGO subgroup calls upon all States:
a) To address the grave violations of the rights of children affected by armed conflict, including recognition of the particular risks faced by refugee and displaced children who are separated from their families, through ensuring that child protection activities are adequately resourced and integrated into all aspects of humanitarian response and the delivery of services including food, shelter, health, water and sanitation, with particular attention given to education as an important means of protection. 
b) To support the ‘era of application’ campaign launched by the Secretary General (A/59/695-S/2005/72) and to direct their energies to enforcing the application of international standards on the ground.
c) To support a systematic and comprehensive monitoring and reporting mechanism as outlined in the Security Council Resolution 1612, 2005, designed to provide timely, objective, accurate and reliable information on the six grave child rights violations in situations of conflict and displacement identified by the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict: the killing and maiming of children; recruiting or using child soldiers; attacks against schools or hospitals; rape and other grave sexual violence against children; abduction of children; and denial of humanitarian access for children.
d) To ratify, enforce, monitor and report on international treaties created to protect children, including the Geneva Conventions, The International Criminal Court Rome Statute, Genocide Convention, International Labour Organization Convention 182, and the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.
e) To recognize that children are central to the peace and security agenda. Peacekeeping mandates should include specific provisions to protect and assist children and improve and expand child protection training for all those involved in an emergency response, including members of the armed forces. Child Protection Advisors should be part of every UN mission.
4. Children in Conflict with the Law

Noting with deep concern that worldwide, children in conflict with the law are being held under arrest, in detention or imprisonment, frequently in conditions that constitute degrading and inhumane treatment.
Noting also with concern that many States are encountering major difficulties in implementing the rights of children in conflict with the law as recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international human rights instruments
.
The NGO subgroup calls upon all States:
1. To fully comply with their specific obligations as assumed under articles 37 and 40 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international human rights instruments;
2. In particular, States in which the death penalty is still in force, to abolish immediately by law and in practice the death penalty for those aged under 18 at the time of the offence;
3. In particular States in which life imprisonment is still in force, to immediately abolish by law and in practice “life imprisonment without the possibility of release” for those aged under 18 at the time of the commission of the offence;
4. To protect children in conflict with the law from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;
5. To ensure that the arrest, (pre-trial) detention, or imprisonment of a child is used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time;
6. To develop and implement national action plans to reduce the number of children deprived of their liberty. To this end, the plans of action should focus on the child’s best interest, legal safeguards and all other appropriate measures to implement articles 37 and 40 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, including measures to promote: 
a. the collection and analysis of national data on children in conflict with the law, particularly those deprived of their liberty;
b. the development of preventive programmes for youth at risk which tackle factors causing crime;
c. diversion and the use of alternatives to institutionalization;
d. the establishment of mandatory, periodic and independent inspections of detention facilities by authorized bodies.
ANNEX 4:

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

GUIDELINES TO IMPROVE REPORTING OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN NGO REPORTS TO THE UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Introduction

· The NGO Group Focal Point on Sexual Exploitation, Violence and Abuse of Children (FPP) undertook a major review and analysis of 140 NGO reports that have been submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child from 1990 to 2005.  The focus of the analysis was on the information provided that related to violence, with the objective of making this data widely available and contributing to the findings and recommendations of the UN Study on Violence against Children.
· The FPP documents are available on the internet: Violence Against Children: What do NGOs Know? What do NGOs Say? Geneva, February 2006, and its annex: A Compilation of Extracts from NGO Reports for the Committee on the Rights of the Child relating to Violence against Children. 

www.againstsexualexploitation.org and www.crin.org/violence/
· The FPP analysis demonstrated that while some forms of violence against children are reported in nearly all NGO reports to the Committee, the availability of information is uneven (either according to subject or to region) and there is a compelling need to improve the reporting function.

· Drawing on the above work of the FPP, the Sub-Group on Children and Violence agreed, as part of its work plan for 2006, to produce short practical guidelines for NGO coalitions to support a more systematic inclusion of violence against children in their alternative reports.

· A small task force has been set up to guide the process forward.

Scope and outline of work

· The task force intends to use the “settings” approach and definitions of violence used in the UN study.
· The guidelines are intended to be short and practical, with the maximum use of checklists.
· Informal consultations with the members of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child indicated that the Committee would strongly urge the guidelines to maintain the “clusters” of issues and articles that have been set out in the Committee’s general guidelines for periodic reports – for example Cluster V is entitled Family environment and alternative care and includes articles 5, 9-11, 18, paras. 1 and 2; 19-21, 25, 27, para.4 and 39).
· Consultations (through a short questionnaire) will take place with NGO National Coalitions during the summer and fall; drafting of the guidelines will take place in the fall, after the UN Study has been released; and it is hoped to finalize them in early 2007.
Some Key Issues 

· How and to what extent the issue of violence is included in alternative reports; instruments and methods used by NGOs and NCs.

· The key role of NGOs and NCs to provide meaning behind statistics and official data.

· The importance of qualitative data.

· Difficulties encountered by NGOs and NCs in gathering data and reporting on violence

· Key partners and lessons drawn from collaborative efforts or the lack of collaboration.

· Use of model reports and collaboration with other NCs.

· Experience with monitoring mechanisms

· Experience with advocacy campaigns and how these efforts have facilitated information gathering

Some points for discussion during the Round Table

National Coalitions are invited to help the task force launch its work. 

1. How would guidelines be useful for your work on the issues of violence? What would you ideally like to have in the guidelines?

2. Are the settings and sub-themes or types of violence (see below)
 used in the UN Study adequate for your circumstances? Any comments or difficulties foreseen?  

3. Are there specific areas that you believe need special emphasis, either in terms of the prevalence of violence or on follow-up measures, budgetary provisions, difficulties of authorities to meet their obligations etc?  

4.  Do you have recommendations on specific questions that should be asked in the Task Force questionnaire that will be sent to a few National Coalitions?

5. Would you be willing to participate in the questionnaire process?
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� The NGOs are the members of the thematic subgroup on the Human Rights Council for the NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Ms Simone Ek, Save the Children Sweden, is the convenor of the subgroup: � HYPERLINK "mailto:simone.ek@rb.se" �simone.ek@rb.se�


� Both the de facto Government of Somaliland and the transitional Government of Somalia have signed and ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, but since neither government has full international recognition, the status of this commitment is unclear. 


� Information received by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights


� For further information, contact Roberta Cecchetti convenor of the subgroup on Children and Violence of the NGO Group for the CRC (Save the Children Alliance, Geneva):  � HYPERLINK "mailto:roberta@savethechildren.ch" �roberta@savethechildren.ch�


� For further information, contact Bruno Romazzotti (Focal Point Program on Sexual Exploitation of Children of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Geneva): � HYPERLINK "mailto:bromazzotti@bluewin.ch" �bromazzotti@bluewin.ch�


� For further information, contact Margaret Mc Callin, convenor of the subgroup on Children affected by Armed Conflict and Displacement of the NGO Group for the CRC, (International Catholic Child Bureau (BICE), Geneva): � HYPERLINK "mailto:margaret.maccallin@bice.org" �margaret.maccallin@bice.org� 


� For further information, contact Carlos Pampin Garcia, convenor of the subgroup on Juvenile Justice of the NGO Group for the CRC (Defence for Children International - International Secretariat, Geneva) � HYPERLINK "mailto:dci.juvenilejustice@bluewin.ch" �dci.juvenilejustice@bluewin.ch�


� United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules, 1985), United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (Riyadh Guidelines, 1990), United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty (Havana Rules, 1990). 


� 1. Violence in home and family (corporal punishment, child abuse, harmful traditional practices, neglect) 2. Violence in institutional settings (care systems, correctional institutions, shelters, children with disabilities in institutions). 3. Violence in schools (violent discipline, verbal abuse, violence in military schools, peer bullying). 4. Violence in the community (trafficking, violence by law enforcement, violence in the judiciary process, sexual exploitation). 5. Violence in the workplace (violence in domestic work, child labour, trafficking for labour, violence in street work).





