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1. Name

Subgroup on Children and Violence

2. Mission statement 
Around the world children are being abused, beaten, violated and exploited. For NGOs working to protect children from such violence, urgent action is needed. The subgroup on Children and Violence aims to take action that will promote violence prevention strategies and protect children who are vulnerable. In particular the subgroup focuses on the framework provided by the CRC and works towards the implementation of this instrument as a legal obligation for governments and as a core protection tool for children. 

3. Convenor

Roberta Cecchetti, Save the Children Alliance, Geneva

4. Membership

Please see attached members and observers list. In addition, there is a much larger list of NGOs and observers who have subscribed to the information list-serve (childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk) that is managed by CRIN and overseen by the Convenor of the subgroup.

5. Overall objectives 

a) Subgroup objectives for 2006

Committee on the Rights of the Child

· The Committee systematically consider violence issues in Concluding Observations

· A General Comment on VAC is developed

UN Study

· Actively engage in, inform and influence the UN Study on violence against children, especially in relation to its outcome and follow-up

· Inform and facilitate the involvement of the wider NGO Group in the UN study

· Serve as a focal point for sub-group members in identifying, influencing, initiating and participating in prospective follow-up activities related to the study, whether these activities are sponsored under UN, other international, national or NGO auspices

Commission on Human Rights/Human Rights Council

· Work closely in support of the subgroup on the Commission on Human Rights to bring about better protection for children from violence

· Ensure a strong and regular relationship of the subgroup with relevant thematic Special Rapporteurs 

Partnership

· Collaborate closely with other NGO subgroups on common objectives, in particular regarding National Coalitions, Child Labour, Children in Armed Conflict and Displaced Children, Sexual Exploitation, Commission on Human Rights and Juvenile Justice. 
· Encourage subgroup members to work with their national and regional affiliates to actively engage in both the UN study on violence against children and in alternative reports to the CRC that highlight violence against children
· Collaborate closely with the NGO Advisory Panel on the Study on common objectives
· Seek to engage and influence the Special Expert for the UN study, his office and the editorial board members
· Create influential relationships with various UN agencies, in particular Committee for the CRC, UNICEF, WHO and OHCHR
b) Activities and strategies

The subgroup had 4 meetings in order to plan its strategy and activities throughout the year. All the meetings saw the participation of representatives of the UN Study Secretariat (Paulo Pinheiro was present at 2 meetings), UNICEF, OHCHR and WHO.
UN Study

· Held meetings with the Independent Expert and Secretariat staff 
· Proposed a paragraph to be included in the speech of the independent expert before the GA when presenting his interim report in October 2005 and provided consolidated feedback on the key overarching recommendations to the Editorial Board in March 2006 
· The convenor participated in the December meeting of the NGO Advisory Group and extensive feedback was provided and exchange of information supported between the SG and the NGO Ad Panel
· Sent out regular updates to the wider NGO community about the Study
Over the past year the work of the Sub Group has been most focused on the Study, the Group has worked well and effectively together. 

Commission on Human Rights/Human Rights Council

· Closely liaised and worked with the Subgroup on the CHR and contributed to its strategy to advocate for children’s rights inclusion in the human rights agenda of the future Council
· Prepared a text on Violence against Children for the NGO resolution on the Rights of the Child

Several activities in relation to the Commission on Human Rights were foreseen (contribution to the children’s rights caucus, panel discussion, joint meeting with the NGO Advisory Panel, joint oral statement) but the l62nd and last session of the CHR was of a procedural nature and lasted only few hours. Therefore all substantive activities had to be cancelled.
Committee on the Rights of the Child

· The Subgroup agreed to produce short and practical guidelines for NGO coalitions to support a more systematic inclusion of violence against children in their alternative report
· A small task group coordinated by Christine Cornwell (ACPF) and including LUP, the SG on national coalitions and other SG members was formed for steering the process of producing guidelines

· A brainstorming session on the relevance of such guidelines has been set with the Committee on the Rights of the Child during its May 2006 session

Partnerships

· Held regular joint meetings with other Sub Groups – including SG on national coalitions and SG on CHR

· Met regularly with UN agency representatives 

· Sent regular updates on the UN study to a wide listserve

The email list serve continues to be an extremely effective way of sharing information and generating interest in the UN Study. 

Finally the Sub Group has also worked well in reaching various UN agencies who have been regular attendees at the meetings. These include UNICEF, OHCHR, UN Study Secretariat and WHO.

6. Concluding comments

The subgroup has been meeting regularly and has pushed forward with a series of projects including information sharing, input to the Editorial Board meeting and the setting up of a process to produce guidelines on VAC for national coalitions.

As the UN Study process will be over by the end of 2006, the final report being presented before the GA in the fall of 2006, the future of the subgroup will have to be rethought and consideration should be given to its potential activities beyond 2006. 

7. Contributions

In-kind contributions (time devoted to Subgroup work) is roughly estimated as follows:

Time of Convenors:  Roberta Cecchetti (Save the Children): 15 full working days / year

Members involved both in production of advocacy messages/strategies and in meetings: 6 full working days

All active members participating in meetings and sending inputs:  3 full working days

CRIN (Veronica Yates):  updating of webpage as required

Total direct costs (telecommunications, printing, etc.) covered by the International Save the Children Alliance and the NGO Group at around CHF1000.- 

8. Adoption of the 2005-2006 Annual Report

Adopted via email by members of the Sub Group

April 2006
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