NGO Group for the CRC

Subgroup on Children and Violence

Minutes of the meeting on the 22nd March 2006: 11h-13h

DRAFT-DRAFT-DRAFT
Agenda as adopted

1. Opening, welcome and apologies

2. Review and adoption of past minutes

3. Overarching recommendations: consolidated comments by the SG-Roberta Cecchetti

4. Input to the CHR resolution on the rights of the child-Peter Newell

5. Special Representative on VAC: update-Jo Becker

6. Proposal for youth participation in New York and the proposal for a Special Representative: Representative of the under-18 members of the NGO ad Panel (Geneva 10), Britt Hinchliff

7. Update from the UN Study Secretariat and UN agencies as relevant

8. AOB

9. Next meeting and closing

1) Opening, welcome and apologies

Roberta Cecchetti (RC) welcomed the SG members. There was a round- the-table presentation and then RC presented the apologies:

Welcome:

Roberta Cecchetti (subgroup convenor): International Save the Children Alliance: Roberta@savethechildren.ch
Ursula Barter-Hemmerich: WUCWO/UMUFC: ursula.barter@bluewin.ch
Martha Milani: International Save the Children Alliance: martha@savethechildren.ch
Jane Connors: OHCHR: jconnors@ohchr.org
Bruno Ramazzotti: FPP.NGO Group for the CRC: bromazzotti@bluewin.ch 

Agneta Ucko: Arigatou Foundation: ucko@arigatou.ch 

Caroline Bakker: UNICEF: cbakker@unicef.org
Esther Van der Velde: Secretariat of the Violence Study: vandervelde@sgsvac.org
Christine Cornwell: African Child Policy Forum: cornwell@bluewin.ch
Amaya Gillespie: UN Study on VAC: gillespie@sgsvac.org
Hélène Sackstein: IAW/SG on Health: hsack@free.fr
Denise Allen: Secretariat and LUP-NGO Group for the CRC: dallen@tiscalinet.ch
Carmen Mandrinan: ECPAT International: carmen@ecpat.net
Jo de Linde: ECPAT: jo.de.linde@wanadoo.fr
Elizabeth Jareg: Save the Children Norway (Ad Panel rep.): elizabeth.jarg@reddbarna.no
Britt Hinchliff: Youth Representative: Ad Panel: britthinch@gmail.com
Lena Karlsson: Save the Children Sweden: lena.karlsson@rb.se
Krista Oinonen: OHCHR: koinonen@ohchr.org
Ann-Kristin Vervik: Plan International: ann-kristin.vervik@plan-norge.no
Jo Becker: Human Rights Watch: beckerj@hrw.org
Carol Bower: RAPCAN, SA: carol@rapcan.org.za
Peter Newell: Global Initiative to End Corporal Punishment of Children: peter@endcorporalpunishment.org
Marco Domeniconi: IFTDH: marcod@iftdh.org
Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol: IFSW: mouravieff-apostol@econophone.ch
Apologies: 

Veronica Yates: CRIN: vyates@crin.org
Brigitte Polonovski: bpolonovski@hotmail.com
Ragne Birke Lund, Children’s Ambassador, Norway
2) Review and adoption of past minutes

There were no comments and the minutes were adopted.

3) Overarching recommendations: consolidated comments by the SG-Roberta Cecchetti

The overarching recommendations that were distributed by Amaya Gillespie (“Key Issues Emerging”) at the last SG meeting, as well as the “feedback to the draft recommendations produced by the fifth editorial board meeting” (by Save the Children), were reviewed by the SG.

Roberta told the SG that the Editorial Board meeting was planned to occur on the 23rd –24th March in Geneva. She thought that it would be nice if we could send them a consolidated feedback on these.

Concerning the overarching recommendations, Roberta has received some positive feedbacks on SC document from a few members of the Subgroup but more were expected for the meeting. The Subgroup agreed to work on the basis of SC document and to produce a consolidated feedback for the Editorial Board meeting of the day after. The Subgroup members went through the document and proposed changes and amendments. Roberta took the responsibility of consolidating them and send them to the secretariat before the end of the day.
4) Input to the CHR resolution on the rights of the child-Peter Newell

Roberta gave some background information concerning the Commission on Human Rights.

She informed the SG that the Commission this year is unpredictable. It has opened and adjourned twice already. It is now expected to open on Monday 27th of March 2006.There are rumours saying that it will be a procedural Commission, with little substance and content.

Uruguay, on behalf of GRULAC, has the initiative on the Rights of the Child Resolution this year. The aim is to have a shorter and sharper resolution, which could serve better the purpose of advancing children’s rights. The SG on CHR started working on a possible proposal which would be focusing on implementation and linked to the CRC and its concluding observations.
The NGO proposal would also have a part with different thematic foci referring to ongoing processes, including therefore the UN Study on VAC. The text to be produced by the SG on VAC had to follow the following guidelines:
· It should go beyond what is already stated in the CRC

· It should refer to the main articles of the CRC

· It should refer to ongoing processes (UN Study)

· It should be short (10 lines) and strong

Peter Newell (PN) was asked to produced the first draft for such a text and said that he had looked at the GA resolution as well as the previous Commission resolution. He found the task very difficult and he was not completely satisfied with the text. The text focused on 4 specific missing issues from the previous resolutions:
1 prohibition of all legalised violence against children, extended to include corporal punishment, traditional practices and sexual in the family. Using "girls and boys" because I feel we have to try to take advantage of the easier ride which resolutions targeted on girls and women get.

2 Involvement of children in the design and building of effective child sensitive child protection systems.

3 Access of children to a variety of services including confidential advice and advocacy. This is complex and when understood becomes controversial because giving children a right to a confidential relationship with someone independent again challenges concepts of ownership of children by parents and/or the state. The point is that we know from research with young adults that most children suffering violence and particularly sexual violence do not at the moment tell anyone about it.

4  The only sort of research that tells one anything useful about the true scale and range of violence against children - interview research with children and also with carers and parents to cover violence against babies and very young children. If states do not commission this sort of research, they have no baseline against which to measure progress towards eliminating violence.

Little comments were made on the text and the discussion moved to the GA resolution instead and what the relation would be between a possible CHR and GA resolution. Everything will depend on when the HRC will address children’s rights in its new agenda and whether that will be before the GA. Anyhow, the GA resolution should be seen as a separate process even though some text of the current NGO proposal should be used.
It was decided to keep the proposed text as it is for the time being but revert to it in due time, if necessary.
5) Special Representative on VAC: update-Jo Becker

The issue of a UN mechanism to address violence against children has been an advocacy priority for many NGOs (HRW, OMCT) in the past. The proposal had been to create a Special Rapporteur on VAC. There was not much support from governments before. The rationale for the UN Study itself has been, amongst other things, to substantiate and give evidence for the establishment of such a mechanism.

At the NGO Advisory Panel meeting in London in December 2005 the issue of a Special Representative to the Study was discussed in detail.
The reasons for appointing a Special Representative:

· Because the study on violence against children cuts across so many issues and relates to the mandates of so many UN bodies and agencies, a high-level post is needed to ensure strong leadership on the issue, and facilitate effective cooperation within the UN system; 

· A special representative reports directly to the UN Secretary-General and can more easily engage with all UN entities including the General Assembly and Security Council as well as agencies including e.g. WHO, ILO, not only those that are part of the human rights system; 

· A special representative would have a higher profile and greater influence than a special rapporteur; 

· The existing office of the Special Representative to the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict has established a precedent for such a post; establishing a Special Representative on violence against children outside of conflict situations would create a logical, parallel structure. The two posts would complement, not duplicate each other;

· Although the SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict should not be seen as a model in all respects, it has played a very important role in maintaining visibility for the children and armed conflict agenda, placing it on the Security Council agenda, and achieving significant progress on the issues through a series of Security Council resolutions.  

There has been an agreement by the UN agencies having supported the UN Study to create an inter-agency panel to ensure follow-up commitment and engagement. NGOs welcome this and see the creation of a SR as complementing such endeavour.

Professor Pinheiro was at first sceptical. Nevertheless, he has now endorsed the proposal. It shall now be a recommendation in the line of the Study.

In terms of challenges, the question concerning the addition of another mechanism, when there are plenty that are missing resources already, is pertinent. That is why NGOs are asking the procedure and its office to be established and supported firstly by voluntary contributions.
The establishment of a SR will require a specific request by the GA. This can be achieved in 2 ways: Either:
i. through the standard resolution on the rights of the child; or

ii. through an ad-hoc resolution on VAC.

The SG must start to develop an advocacy plan to create support at the GA. We could maybe approach States that have convened Regional Consultations during 2005. Roberta emphasised that all tactics are very important to consider. She also supports the need to lobby. We also need to lobby governments that can support us financially. She also proposed that we should have a group of NGO’s that are New York based, as the GA will occur over there.

An issue was raised in relation to the future of the NGO AdPanel, especially in relation to the idea of Paulo Pinheiro to have a NGO Advisory Panel linked to the office of the potential SR. The current Ad Panel would end its work in October, when the Study will be finalised. A new Ad Panel should reconstruct itself with the right people. We ought to think of potential candidates to be on the Ad Panel.

6) Proposal for youth participation in New York and the proposal for a Special Representative: Representative of the under-18 members of the NGO ad Panel (Geneva 10), Britt Hinchliff

Britt Hinchliff (BH) briefly presented herself. She said that she was working with the youth throughout the world, through the Ad Panel.

The child and youth members of the Ad Panel strongly supported the idea of establishing a SR. In addition to what Jo said, the youth think that s special representative should:

· Ensure child and youth participation

· Consult with already existing youth organisations/networks

· Have a person in her/his office who can facilitate and coordinate participation of children and young people in the work of the SR: this should be a young person who can dedicate the needed amount of time;

The children’s meeting in May will be taking place from May 23 through 25 in New York City.

The main goals of this meeting will be to consult children on child friendly documents for the study's release.  Additionally, youth will be asked if there is anything missing from the study and its recommendations.  Also, the youth will be helping to plan the launch of the study.

There will be 2 youth from each Regional Consultation invited to participate.  The selection process is being done regionally. Some regions felt that they could not have a representative process to select youth in the short amount of time, so they have declined to participate in the May meeting.  However, the documents created will be sent to them after the meeting and they will be able to give feedback.  There could be up to 30 youth at this meeting, but the number will probably be around 20-25.

Additionally, it might be possible for the youth to meet with the missions in New York City and talk about the study.  That is still being looked into at this point and is not confirmed.

The other issue is to determine which kind of child friendly materials should be produced.  There are a few ideas about how this should happen:

1-Produce a child friendly version of Professor Pinhiero's report to the General Assembly.  Then this would be included as an annex of his report  This would be considered the first official child friendly United Nations document.

2-Another idea is that there should be some kind of tool kit which would include various documents.  This would include some papers on the study, the child friendly report from Professor Pinhiero's report, some ideas of how to disseminate information about the study.  It is more of an all around packet of information as opposed to just a child friendly version of the report itself.

3-Another idea that came up was that some kind of game should be developed based on the study.

Study Launch 
In terms of what is being done at the launch, there is space available for children and youth in the main lobby entrance.  This is a big room in which there could be space to create a display for the study.  One idea was to have a section for each of the five settings (Home, school, community, etc.)  Displays would be created that communicate the study's recommendations and findings.  This is the area that people will be walking through.  Also, this is a space where the youth can hang out and conduct interviews. The youth would also be explaining the different displays to those people who are walking by.

Another idea is to invite different classes and schools to take a field trip to visit the display.  This way, more children can become aware of the study and what it is doing.  Some of the other ideas for the launch include having some sort of film festival at a local movie theater.  Here, different films having to do with youth violence would be played.  Another idea is to have some sort of play, perhaps with local New York City youth.

Some other ideas for the launch include making paper dolls (or something else) and sending them to presidents, prime ministers, kings, etc, to make a statement.  Another idea was to have ribbons or some kind of pin to represent the study or violence against children.  I think once before some youth had done safety pins with black and white beads.  This way, youth all over the world can get involved in making these and wearing them.

Regional and national launches of the study are also encouraged.  These would probably mostly take place in February or March, although they can start as soon as the study is presented in September/ October.

Amaya has made contact with a group of organizations called the Big 6 Alliance (YMCA, YWCA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc).  They are very interested in distributing the child friendly materials when the study is launched.  They reach over 300 million youth world wide!

7) Update from the UN Study Secretariat and UN agencies as relevant

UN Study Secretariat

The launch will be some time in September or October.  There is some discussion about when the launch should be.  If it were to be in September, it would be during the high level segment of the UN General Assembly.  If not, it would be in October during the Third Committee session.  There is some debate because some people feel that if it is in the high level segment that it will be overshadowed by some of the other issues that will be covered.  During the high level segment, heads of state come in to discuss key issues.  There is a lot of publicity, security, etc.  This is still being discussed and not concrete yet.

Inter-agency meeting in the New York. The meeting was very much about preparing for the launch and setting the foundations for the Study follow-up. The agencies should meet again before the launch, probably in August.

Every agency will have a focal point for communication purposes. Specifically, UNICEF has agreed to coordinate the launch the Study on Violence in New York and children will be participating. There might also be a Geneva launch, the OHCHR has proposed being responsible for that.

Regional launches were encouraged at the meeting. Bangkok has proposed launching the Study in October or November 2006.

The first national launches should take place in January 2007; hence it is very important that the Communications’ focal point should be operational soon.

In relation to the chapters and the peer review of them it has been a difficult process Indeed, not all of the chapters (there are five settings or chapters) have had peer review.

However, some chapters have already received exorbitant peer review. The problem is that not all the chapters are advancing at the same pace.

In addition to this, the chapters were not circulated to the same people for peer review each time. According to the plan, most chapters should have been reviewed by April 2006. By the end of April, the chapters should be coming out and circulating. AG apologised that the chapters aren’t available yet, although she doesn’t think that it has been a closed process and there is still some time for people to look at them.


UNICEF

the Spanish National Committee on UNICEF and the University of Toledo are organising a conference with religious leaders in August 2006. It aims at obtaining a set of recommendations to give to the Secretariat, for their inclusion in the report and a declaration on violence against children from the religious leaders.
UNHCR: There will be a small working meeting on violence against refugee and displaced children on 25th April 2006. The meeting will last one day and there will be specific inputs on refugees and displaced people.

Save the Children had a 4-day workshop in Kathmandu on advocacy strategies to adopt in relation to the UN Study, on the national and international levels. The sensitive issues of the Study were discussed, such as the Special representative on Violence and corporal punishment.

African Child Policy Forum Conference: Will take place in Addis on the 11th-12th May 2006.

Primarily Plan International, UNICEF and other cooperating organisations sponsor the event. The main topic will be violence against girls. Hopefully, Professor Pinheiro will attend.

The conference aims at coming up with an African declaration or something similar to submit to the GA from an NGO point of view.

8) AOB

1. NGO Group General Assembly has been moved to the 3rd-4th of May 2006 in Geneva.

2. Strategic planning for the subgroup activities 2006-2008, in relation to the strategic planning of the NGO Group.

1. The thematic focus of the NGO Group AGM 2006 will be the the UN Study on Violence. The idea would be to have Prof. Pinheiro attending the session: The invitation is still to be formalised.
The SG is to come up with concrete suggestions on how the 2-3 hours of the meeting will develop.

If the new versions of the overarching recommendations are out, it would be good to review them at the meeting.

The SG really ought to try and be creative and to circulate their proposals.

2. We are in the process of establishing the new strategic plan of 2007-2009. The general activities have already been suggested, although we would like to have some input on how to carry out these activities in the light of violence against children. The deadline for submittals is on the 10th of April 2006.

9) Next meeting and closing

The SG will meet at the AGM on the 3rd-4th May 2006.
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