Draft minutes of NGO Group for the CRC

Sub-Group on Children and Violence

Meeting on 18 October 2006

1. Opening, welcome and apologies 

· Introductions

· Apologies:
Brigitte Polonovski, bpolonovski@hotmail.com
Bruno Romazzotti, NGO Group, bromazzotti@bluewin.ch
Eylah Kadjar_Hamouda, IFTDH, coordinator@iftdh.org
Cécile Trochu, OMCT, ct@omct.org
Schlack Annemarie, SOS Kinderdorf, Annemarie.Schlack@sos-kd.org
Anne-Kristin Vervik, Plan International, ann-kristin.vervik@plan-norge.no
Denise Allen, WVI, denise_allen@wvi.org
Carol Bower, bower.carol@googlemail.com
Christine Bloch, JRS, christine.bloch@jrs.net
Jo De Linde, ECPAT, jo.de.linde@wanadoo.fr
· Welcomed

Yolanda Sokivi-Munn, BICE/ICCB, yolanda.sokivi-munn@bice.org
Marcello Daher, UN Study Secretariat, daher@sgsvac.org
Esther van der Velde, UN Study Secretariat, vandervelde@sgsvac.org
Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol, IFSW, mouravieff-apostol@econophone.ch
Elly Pradervand, WWSF, wwsf@wwsf.ch
Allison Phillips-Witts, NGO Group for CRC, A.phillips@bluewin.ch
Valérie Moynat, WWSF, admin@wwsf.ch
César Henriquez, Bureau of International Solidarity – Marist Br., chenriquez@fms.it
Ursula Barter Hemmerich,  UCWO, ursula.barter@bluewin.ch
Hélène Sackstein, International Alliance of Women, hsack@free.fr
Martha Milani, Save the Children, martha@savethechildren.ch
Roberta Cecchetti, Save the Children, roberta@savethechildren.ch
2. Review and adoption of past minutes: 

Correction under point 6: it should read: The Women’s World Summit Foundation’s Children Section shared its annual poster of the WORLD DAY FOR PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE – 19 November which features the 702 organizations in 114 countries that committed to mark the World Day this year.
WWSF also shared its conference program for the 17 November in Geneva with the theme: “Parenting well in the media age”, which will be followed by a one-week of activities in Geneva concerning prevention of child abuse and violence against children 17-23 November. WWSF also shared its new program – the International Clearinghouse to compile good practices of prevention programs to be shared on Internet with child rights organizations and relevant groups.

Minutes approved
3. Update on the UN Study launch in NY (Feedback from Esther and Marcelo):
Feedbacks from the UN Study launch in NY (Update by CRIN was sent to the Subgroup members)
· The launch in NY was focused on the GA. Professor Pinheiro presented his report, followed by statements by Anne Veneman, UNICEF Executive Director, WHO acting Director General and Mehr Kan Williams, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights. Jo Becker, the representative from the NGO Advisory Panel could not make her statement during the official presentation at the GA because of procedures. Cora, the child representative was allowed and her presentation was really powerful and contributed to change the tone of the interventions. There was a good participation of children – 20 children who participated in the regional consultations and other consultations previously.
· The UN Study was very well received and welcomed by all delegations/nice atmosphere. Good interaction and interventions by countries, interventions supportive of the UN Study. Feeling that there was interest by all. Generally speaking, session proved to be consensual
· Only one mention, from Singapore, on corporal punishment, but there was a feeling that everybody was trying to find a solution and go towards convergence 

· Good representation of Countries/ NGOs at High level
· Pending issue: Special Representative of SG as the follow-up mechanism. General opposition to create new mandates, but question still being discussed seriously by countries. Draft resolution is being prepared jointly by Grulac and EU, will be tabled soon. Future mechanisms will depend on the resolution
· Study on Violence against Women was briefly mentioned

· Paulo emphasized the importance of the Inter-agency collaboration
· Follow up of the UN Study was raised as an important issue, not to be overlooked
· The UN Study secretariat encouraged everyone to look at the statements by different delegations and to use them to keep the member states accountable. They were all in support of the Study and its follow-up. We have to see how this now translate into actual commitment at the GA and in countries.

12 October 2006
· After the GA presentation, a reception was hosted by Norway and UNICEF

· The 12 October round table discussion with children’s participation, very impressive and successful. High level participation of Ministers; Government representatives; Chair of CRC; Head of NGOs and Civil Society; UN agencies, etc.
· Following the round table, Save the Children organized a reception for the launch of the child friendly material with the participation of the children themselves. The Secretary General, to the big surprise of everyone, took part in the launch and received the child friendly tool kit by Professor Pinheiro.
Next

· The launch of the Book will take place in Geneva, most probably on 20 November. The format of this event still needs to be finalized. All the information will be posted on the website of the UN Study. The Subgroup expressed its willingness to take part in the event because of its involvement in and commitment to the UN Study.
· A number of countries have already organized their national/regional launches or events related to the launch of the book (a list of notified launch/related events will be posted on the website of the UN Study).

4. Future strategy and follow-up
Roberta recalled that this was the fourth time over the period of 1 year that the subgroup members were consulted in relation to the future of the Subgroup in particular and of the NGO group in general when it comes to follow-up to the UN Study on Violence against Children. The Subgroup has overall been successful in influencing the outcome and content of the UN Study as such, although the negotiations of the GA resolution are taking place in NY where the NGO group has very little outreach and capacity to carry out actual advocacy activities besides by Human Rights Watch and Save the Children. The fact that the establishment of a Special Representative to follow-up the UN Study recommendations is still pending will imply for the Subgroup to still work on different case scenarios.
Professor Pinheiro has always praised the NGOs for their involvement and contribution to the Study and expressed at several occasion the wish for such involvement to continue in its follow-up, in a coordinated and representative manner.

The NGO Advisory Panel which was created by the NGO Subgroup to advise the UN Study was dismantled because of the end of its mandate. A suggestion was made to create a NGO body which will follow-up the UN Study and that the NGO Group via the Subgroup will be involved in forming it. The new NGO body will have to ensure broad geographic representation, representation by as many of the key NGOs as possible -- advocacy, programmatic, professional, etc, a range of expertise regarding the specific issues covered by the study, the participation of the children, etc
If the resolution postpones or delays the establishment of a Special Representative, Paulo’s mandate might then be extended and the NGOs which have a presence in NY will continue the advocacy work there.

Roberta called for a discussion and sharing of ideas based on the following principles:

· What are the Geneva-based advocacy activities that we would like the Subgroup to carry out, whether there will be a Special Representative or not?
· Realism about objectives/activities and capacity/resources of the Subgroup
· Coherence with past objectives and activities

Consultation/ discussion
- It was agreed that it is important for the sub-group to stay involved. The sub-group has a major role to play and there is hope that NGOs will be involved in the follow-up
- Need for a short term strategy and a longer-term one, we don’t want to wait for a Special Representative to be appointed without being active. Need to identify possible candidates, suggest possible mandates and method of work, lobbying governments and UN agencies
-The NGO Group would need constant media coverage; constant advocacy activities on the implementation of the recommendations; benchmarking; monitoring; help national NGOs – this could done via a commonly agreed position paper
- We would need to use recurrent events every year – such as the anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – to assess achievements towards the implementation of the UN Study recommendations

- We should make use of all existing international mechanisms, events, bodies, processes (UNGASS, Special Procedures, Treaty Bodies, HRC, 3rd World Congress on Sexual Exploitation, etc) to make sure that they include the follow-up to the UN Study

- We should help national coalitions and NGOs to systematically include violence against children (in line with the UN Study recommendations) in their alternative reports to the CRC (in line with current activities). This has to be linked with similar guidelines establishment processes, i.e. the guidelines on the right to heath.
Action: It was decided to send further and concrete ideas of possible follow-up activities to Roberta by 31 October based on the criteria listed above and on the understanding that these should be collective activities by the Subgroup, therefore requiring commitment in terms of time and resources by all subgroup members. The first collection of ideas will constitute the basis for a common position paper.

5. AOB 
·  None
6. Next meeting and closing 
· Friday 24th November 2006, 14:00- 16:00, rue de Varembé, NGO Group 4th floor.
Roberta Cecchetti

Subgroup convenor

23 October 2006
