NGO Group for the CRC

Subgroup on Children and Violence

Minutes of the meeting on 15 September

Agenda as adopted

1. Welcome and apologies 
2. Review agenda

3. Updates from the UN Study Secretariat and UN agencies including (i) the regional consultations (ii) submissions (iii) progress on the reports and (iv) plans for next year.

4. Child participation in the regional consultations: update by Save the Children

5. Updates from NGOs present on (i) involvement in regional consultations (ii) submissions and (iii) plans for next year.

6. CRIN’s role, update and plans for next year.

7. Subgroup activities in 2006

8. Any other business

9. Next meeting

1. The meeting was open up by Helena Gezelius. She welcomed the presence of Paulo Pinheiro and of two under 18s, Ellena from the UK and Tirill from Norway, who took part in the regional consultation for Europe and Central Asia Apologies were received from Hélène Sackstein, Peter Newell, Gregory Brown (IRC) and Myriam Ernst (Casa Alianza).

Announcements:

a. Roberta Cecchetti as the new Save the Children Alliance Representative will take over the convenership of the Sub-Group

b. All subgroup members were asked to send their contact details to Roberta (roberta@savethechidlren.ch) in order to clean up the current mailing list

2. The agenda was adopted without any change

3. Update from the UN Study Secretariat 

a. Timeline: (Amaya)
14 October 2005: Paulo Pinheiro will present his progress report to the General Assembly in New York. The report will focus on the strategy which was adopted for the collection of information for the Study. It will be available to NGOs soon. 

Action: Paulo Pinheiro offered to the Children and the subgroup to convey a specific message (2 paragraphs) in his progress report to the GA. subgroup members to send proposition to Roberta by 1 October. Roberta to edit and collate and send the final draft to the Study Secretariat by 7 October.

By June 2006 the final report should be ready as it is to be presented before the UN GA in November 2006. The report will comprise a report to the GA documenting the policies and processes, a child friendly version of the report and the report as the full publication of findings and recommendations (the report will be published in English and French and Executive Summaries will be made available in other UN languages).

Action: The Sub-Groupsubgroup is called to provide the Secretariat with ideas of events to be organised around the day of the presentation of the reports in November 2006. These might include round tables, parallel events, exhibitions, etc.

b. Impressions on regional consultations (Paulo Pinheiro)
Paulo was very happy about the process of regional consultations because of different reasons:

· No single case of denial by Governments that violence against children exists in their countries

· The process reinforced the “good-willing” Governments and mobilised government officials

· Good presence and interaction of researchers and experts with the other actors

· The involvement of NGOs gave them legitimisation of their work, allowed to strengthen the links and helped in opening the doors sometimes in a very difficult environment. They played a decisive role for the Study Secretariat and they are considered as real interlocutors

· The participation of children: more than 260 children across all 9 regional consultations plus informal conversation between Paulo and 300/350 children. The recorded messages from them included the need for actions and not only words, their scepticism about the real impact of the study in their life, the need for the study to indicate concrete actions, their willingness of being the present and not the future. A very important and clear message is that Governments should implement structures and procedures to make children participating

· CRIN was very much appreciated as it helped enormously to make the process known, documented and clear

c. Field trips were extremely useful. They helped in documenting both the problems and the good practices. Same cases were also collected during these visits and will be included in the report

d. The responses by Governments to the questionnaire amounted to 122. It is a high rate and an indicator of the engagement by the Governments in the study. It is a huge amount of information and the analysis of them will be included in the progress report

e. The future (Paulo Pinheiro)
The plans for the future should take into account the current context of the UN reform, the limitation of the UN mechanisms and weak leaver of recommendations.

There were lots of recommendations after regional consultations that need to be taken into account.

When it comes to a follow-up mechanism we should avoid reinventing the wheel. We will have to look at how to better use the existing ones, the CRC Committee has expressed already the intention to include questions related to violence against children to governments.

Reluctance towards the establishment of a specific mechanism. There need to be recommendations on follow-up at national, regional and international level. These might include the adoption of national plan of actions and having reporting mechanism at regional level (Inter-American Commission, European Union, African Commission on Human Rights).

Lack of data and their comparability is an issue which was raised several times during the consultations. The OHCHR together with UNICEF Innocenti Centre have offered to assist on this.

4. Child participation in the regional consultations: update by Save the Children

Overview (Ravi)
260 girls and boys participated from all over the world.

The key recommendation was that they want the key players to take their recommendations seriously.

Strategies developed:

· Guidelines for children and young people’s ethical and quality participation in country and regional process were developed in  some regions which are been adapted in other regions.

· Regional committees/groups were formed for ensuring children and young people’s ethical and quality participation (E.g. Europe, Asia, Southern-Eastern Africa, Southern America, America, etc.)

· Regions developed concept note on CP in the national/ regional consolations (e.g. South Asia, South East and East Asia, Southern-Eastern Africa, etc.)

· Regional updates to the region and promote cross fertilization of experience and ideas. 
Key initiatives:

· Child friendly concept paper on the UN study on VAC has been developed together with Save the Children 

· Child friendly Q + A has been developed together with Save the Children 

· Child friendly documents like information leaflets, and video films (e.g. Uganda, South Asia, etc.)
Key recommendations by U18s: Ellena and Tirill

Home and family

“we feel that primary prevention begins in the home with proper communication between parents and children”

•Promote open dialogue

•Parents and guardians must be educated in other methods of communication

•Family-support institutions need to be revisited, revamped and restructured.

•Adults should show love and be good role models

•Awareness raising campaigns

•Encourage and help people to repot violence
School and educational settings

“ with proper education and preparation, children will be less likely to react violently to situations as they grow” 

• Every kind of violence should be prohibited

•Ensure that teachers are qualified and trained 

•Include children’s rights education in the school curriculum 

•Teachers should be taught conflict resolution skills

•Encourage parents to participate in their child’s education

•Violence report centers at school

• set up award systems that offer positive incentives 
Institutional settings

“youth and integrate them back into society rather then subject them to more violence”

•Judicial systems need to be reformed

•Combat physical, sexual, mental and emotional abuse of children and young people in juvenile settings

•Avoid placing young offenders in jail

•Children not criminals

•Follow up support
•Outside specialised staff to report on the conditions in the institutions

•Make residential institutions mores visible and more centralized

•Allow periodical visits to institutions by the media.

•Governments should fund organisations where children can participate and discuss violence in institutions
In the communities and on the streets

“In violence against children, children are the ones that are being hurt.  We have to voice out and take action in order to protect ourselves! We are children.  We can Communicate with children more easily.  We can help to reflect the view of the Victim”

•Organize spare time activities to prevent boredom

•Make the streets where children play safe

•Children should be taught about violence in the communities so that they know where to go for help, and feel able to report it to the authorities

•Educate children to embrace other cultures, styles and interests

•Provide shelter for street children
Work
“give children the right to work in security”
•Develop and implement regulations to improve working conditions for children

•Establish tougher laws

•Give working children priority access to health-care, social services and education

•Prevent children from working in dangerous working environments

•Protect children from labour exploitation 

Weaknesses of child participation in regional consultations

· Preparation: some regions were very well prepared some other less

· Length: 2 days were not enough and sessions too tiring

· Very high expectations on SC plus UNICEF and Plan. Child participation should have been mainstreamed further

· Preparation of adults to children participation. Some governments were reluctant

· Resource constraints did not allow large participation

· Child friendly material largely in English only

· Children having problems in getting back to normal life

U18s

· Pressure on children to have a say anytime

· More countries should have been represented

· Some venues were not big enough to accommodate all the U18 in one place

· What will happen with the children’s groups being formed?

· What is happening with the NGO Advisory Group?

5. Updates from NGOs

African Child Policy Forum

· Participated in the Eastern and Southern African Consultation

· Submission a country study on Ethiopia in conjunction with Save the Children Sweden. 1800 children and 700 adults were interviewed. A major feature was the high acceptability of violence

· Submission with Dignity in Detention of different case studies in Africa

· Plan to organise a Pan-African conference in May 2006 on Violence against Girls. The conference is aimed at children as key participants, in addition to NGOs and high level government officials.
Quakers

· Submission on girls in detention

· Submission on babies and children in prison with their mother

Save the Children

· Save the Children has taken the responsibility of guaranteeing and facilitating that child participation was part of the Study process and its follow-up

· Submission on Child Sexual Abuse

· Submission on Children in conflict with the Law

· Submission on Physical and Humiliating Punishment

· There will be an executive summary of the three submissions

· SC will have a workshop at the end of September with all national and focal point who have been involved in the UN Study process. The workshop will have two main objectives: looking at the lessons learnt from the process so far and identifying the way ahead in term of advocacy at national, regional and international level. SC is very much eager to work with the all subgroup members in these perspective

· It will be very important to be keep up the momentum for the Study by being present at international events such as the CRC Day of General Discussion, presentation of the progress report before the GA in New York, Commission on Human Rights (Human Rights Council), etc.

ECPAT

· Submission of situation analysis on Commercial Sexual Exploitation covering 20 countries

· Submission on violence against children in cyberspace

· Presentation during the PrepCom of WSIS on key findings in relation to violence against children in cyberspace

Global Initiative to End Corporal Punishment of Children

· A report was prepared for each consultation highlighting what human rights mechanisms were relevant to address violence against children in that specific region and analysing the legality of corporal punishment in every country of the region

· Work in progress: Report on Corporal Punishment in the Penal System. Challenging because it is difficult to collect testimonies

· Ongoing work: targeting other treaty-monitoring bodies, in particular Human Rights Committee and CEDAW

· 17 October 2005, in NY, 1.00-3.00 pm: Side event with UNESCO on Corporal Punishment

NGO Group on the CRC – Focal Point

· Work in progress: comparative analysis of 140 alternative reports submitted to the CRC of violence settings and type of violence covered. The final analysis will be submitted to the Study Secretariat as soon as ready. Key findings:

· Lack of alternative reports in the MENA region

· Institutions and schools as the settings less covered as well as violence at home and in the family

· Sexual exploitation and neglect well covered

· Very little coverage: violence in military school, violence against children in shelters, harmful traditional practices

6. CRIN’s role, update and plans for next year

Veronica attended 6 of the 9 regional consultations and covered the whole process.  Feedback received was very good. 

Getting hold of  information was sometimes challenging as some participants were suspicious about how this information would be used. 

She also covered the child participation process, including children's discussions, Questions and Answers sessions with Pinheiro, and their recommendations nd/or declarations

Professor Pihneiro stressed the high importance of CRIN as the residing memory of the process of the UN Study which does not have to be lost.

117 reports related to violence  have been submitted to CRIN and are available on the website, plus more than 100 news items, and links to relevant websites. CRIN will look at how to consolidate this information.

At the end of 2005, the hard copy issue of the CRIN newsletter will be devoted to children and violence: content will include highlights and analysis of regional consultations, child participation processes and learning, time scale (in connection with the UN Study Secretariat), and events calendar, and an annotated bibliography. This newsletter will also try to highlight certain issues, such as corporal punishment, children in conflict with the law, sexual abuse, etc. 

Plan to print 8000 copies (in English, French and Spanish) and 4000 people will be receiving it.

CRIN will aim to keep the momentum of the study alive, by complementing what organisations will be doing. Ideas for keeping the momentum up include:

· Child-friendly publications

· Follow-up package for children (seek collaboration with SC)

· Section on the web-site for young people on how recommendations can be used

All suggestions very welcome, especially from young people

7. Subgroup activities in 2006

It was felt by everyone that there is a risk that 2006 will be a very “silent” year, during which the main process will be the writing of the report itself. It will be therefore very important to seize the important events (side events around the GA, regional consultations, Commission on Human Rights, etc.) during 2006 and beyond and try to use them to keep the attention on the UN Study.

It will be very important to know and share information on who is doing what in the follow-up.

Professor Pinheiro highlighted the importance of starting off the follow-up process already in 2006. A hearing at the European Parliament will be organised during the fist half of 2006.

He also recommended that stronger attention should be put now on the outcomes that we want to see in the Study as organisations and as a group. He recommended that the process should start from the revision of the SC Discussion Paper “After the Study – what next?” and that we push the OCHCR to organise the expert meeting amongst SRs/mechanisms in connection with other UN agencies

Action: every NGO planning to organise an event/conference, to release a new publication in connection to the UN Study will send succinct information to Roberta who, in collaboration with CRIN and the Study secretariat will collate it and distribute it

Action: every NGO will submit to Roberta the issue(s) on which they would like to focus as a follow-up to the Study. Roberta to get from Amaya the grid that the Secretariat developed for the submissions to be used to compile the information received. This information will be used to prepare the next subgroup meeting which will be a strategy meeting.

8. Any other business

NGOs were asked from the Study Secretariat to encourage the use of “Voices of Youth” Chat on UNICEF web-site

The UN Study Secretariat is eager to link the Secretariat web site to the relevant page of the NGO web-site (not the home page!) and vice versa.

Action: NGOs should send to the UN Study Secretariat the appropriate link within the coming month (possibly before the presentation of the interim report to the GA)

GRULAC is drafting the Resolution on the Rights of the Child before the GA. Professor Pinheiro will check if there are issues at stake and inform Amaya of any specific challenge that might require ad advocacy effort by NGOs

Action: Roberta to follow-up this with Amaya

9. Next meeting

Next meeting will be on 8 December 2005 in the morning. Be prepared for a long meeting as this could be a strategy meeting for activities in 2006.

Roberta Cecchetti

Subgroup Convenor

7 October 2005
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