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NGO Group for the CRC

Subgroup on Children and Violence

Minutes of the meeting on 8 December 2005

(10.00-16.00)

Agenda as adopted

1. Welcome and apologies. Review and adoption of the agenda. Review and adoption of minutes of past meeting.

2. Presentation of the outcomes of the Advisory Panel meeting in London, 4-6 December.

3. Presentation of key activities by different NGOs; Presentation of relevant events for 2006 by CRIN 

4. Review and operationalise the subgroup workplan for 2006: group work.

5. Presentation of outcomes of Group Work and revision of tasks in the revised workplan for 2006

6. Brief presentation of the subgroup’s workplan 2006

7. Update from Professor Pinheiro and Amaya on the presentation of the Progress Report to the GA in NY, progress on the writing of the Study and plans for 2006.
8. Update from OHCHR, UNICEF on accomplishments and plans to ensure follow-up from the agencies’ perspectives

9. Plans to follow-up on Children’s Participation: Save the Children

10. AOB, next meeting and closing

1. Welcome and apologies. Review and adoption of the agenda. Review and adoption of minutes of past meeting

Lena Karlsson (Save the Children Sweden) opened and chaired the meeting on behalf of Roberta Cecchetti, who was unable to attend.

Apologies were received from:  Roberta Cecchetti - Save the Children; Brigitte Polonovski Vauclair - International Council of Women; Severine Jacomy – NGO Group - Focal Point Programme; Gregory Brown – IRC; Alexander Butchart; Alison Phinney – WHO; Carmen Madrinan, Jo De Linde, ECPAT; Annemarie Schlack - SOS-Kinderdorf International; Ravi Karkara – Save the Children Sweden
The Chair made a few announcements: The agenda of the meeting had been modified somewhat to accommodate an update from the Editorial Board of the Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children; following the last meeting of the subgroup on Children and Violence, Save the Children had issued its publication “Act Now! Some highlights from Children’s participation in the Regional Consultations for the UNSG Study on Violence against Children”. Copies were made available at the meeting.

The objectives of the meeting were: to review and operationalise the workplan for 2006 (the related strategy would be examined later) and presentation of updates from the UN Secretariat, UN agencies and NGOs on accomplishments and plans for 2006.

Action: All members of the subgroup were requested to provide an update on plans and activities before the next meeting.

2. Presentation of the outcomes of the Advisory Panel meeting in London, 4-6 December

Melanie Gow (World Vision, Australia and member of the Advisory Panel) reported on the work of the Advisory Panel’s London meeting.  The Panel consisted of 25 adults and 13 under-18 and youth, chosen from a broad geographical base among a number of NGOs, with the objective of providing a civil society perspective on the work of the Secretary-General’s study.  The meeting in London had four main objectives: 

1) revise and comment on the  recommendations by setting, as well as the over-arching recommendations, emerging from the Editorial Board of the Study; 2) Prioritise and consolidate the recommendations; 3) Identify specific strategies for follow-up; and 4) consider the future role, if any, of the Advisory Panel.

The Advisory Panel reviewed the recommendations that had been organised according to Study settings: home and family, schools, institutions, community and workplace.  Unfortunately the recommendations related to the community were not ready.  Comments on other recommendations were rendered somewhat difficult given the diversity of the chapters and the different working methods that had been used to develop the different chapters.

Nonetheless, comments were presented under two major headings: process and content.  On process, the main points raised were:

· The recommendations did not adequately reflect the input from the regional consultations;

· It was unclear how the peer review of chapters would be organised; it was suggested that the chapters would be circulated again in January;

· The Secretariat was requested to consult the Advisory Panel again once the chapters had been further developed.

On content and form, the main points were:

· The different chapter recommendations were inconsistent with one another as if each chapter had been written in a vacuum;

· The language was very academic and UN-like; the Advisory Panel stressed the need for clear, concise language; 

· Recommendations in each chapter and the overall recommendations should be prefaced by an over-arching statement, based on three core principles: rights-based, child participation and no tolerance for violence against children;

· There should be greater emphasis on State obligations.

The Advisory Panel’s comments regarding the overall, or overarching, recommendations concerned primarily: simple and clear wording, and more compelling and less boring language; more emphasis on a rights-based approach and recognition of children as rights holders; greater emphasis on State obligations; and the need for a foundational statement.

The Advisory Panel also attempted to draft ten major headings for the overarching recommendations, instead of the 13 proposed by the Editorial Board:

· Promote and support child rights everywhere, without discrimination

· Prohibit all forms of violence against children, with special emphasis on physical, psychological, sexual violence, harmful traditional practices and corporal punishment. 

· Empower and involve children in decision making at all levels

· Support safe, protective families and alternatives to institutions 

· Encourage integrated strategies to end violence, e.g. national plans of action, PRSPs, MDGs.

· Develop accessible and effective quality services (emphasised by the under 18 group)

· Make schools non-violent and human rights based

· End impunity, hold perpetrators accountable

· Make violence against children visible, also within the family

· Ensure high level profile in terms of the follow-up

On the last point concerning follow-up, the Advisory Panel recommended that the UN appoint a Special Representative on Violence against Children.  This was seen as a key element to ensuring effective follow-up. The Independent Expert had been opposed to the idea in the beginning, but had endorsed it at the conclusion of the consultation.  Five priority areas were also listed for follow-up: 

· Emphasis on the national and local level;

· Emphasis on the conclusions and inputs to the regional consultations;

· Need for a coordinated media campaign;

· Improvement of services at the national and local level; 

· Need for a harmonisation of regulations and national laws.

As for the future of the Advisory Panel, the Panel would like to meet again. The chapters were not as advanced as originally foreseen when the meeting was convened, and there was a need for some constructive lobbying on the appointment of a Special Representative. The next meeting may be held at the time of the next Human Rights Commission/Council session (March, April).  The Panel would like to continue at least until the General Assembly considers the report. Suggestions had also been made to continue the Panel beyond that time, but perhaps with a different make-up and with different functions, including consideration for a Youth Council.

In the ensuing discussion, several points were emphasised: the need expressed by the under 18 group to improve services at the local and national level and the need to ensure that peer violence (children as perpetrators of violence) would also be addressed in any recommendations. Care should also be taken in any discussion on discrimination, and it would be preferable that this issue be addressed in each chapter.

Actions:

Members of the subgroup are requested to inform Roberta by the end of the year (30 December) whether their organisations agree that the subgroup endorse the Advisory Panel’s recommendation for a UN Special Representative on Violence against Children

Members of the subgroup are requested to provide comments to Roberta on the draft proposal of the Advisory Panel as soon as possible once this has been circulated.  Comments by the subgroup should be submitted to the Advisory Panel by 30 January. It was suggested that “word-editing” should be avoided, but substantive comments and endorsements would be welcome.

The initial recommendations of the Editorial Board will be forwarded to Roberta by Jo Becker (Human Rights Watch and member of the Advisory Panel)

If possible the Advisory Panel and the Subgroup could meet when the Panel next meets (possibly March/April)

Key appointments/dates

The Peer Review Panels are likely to meet at the end of January to review the various chapters, although some chapters may not be ready before March

The Editorial Board will be meeting again in March, 23-24

3. Presentation of key activities by different NGOs; Presentation of relevant events for 2006 by CRIN 

- The African child policy forum is organising a pan African conference, on 11-12 May in Ethiopia. The theme is on violence against girls, and should follow settings of the report. Hoping to get high profile speakers.

The Conference will consist of plenary sessions as well as panel and round table discussions. Topics will focus on the main settings outlined in the SCVAC study and include violence by men as well as peer to peer violence.

A possible outcome might be  a declaration that could also be submitted it to the GA. Children will also be involved, and there will be a children’s event. SC Alliance will be involved.

Apart from that, two reports on violence submitted on national consultations, one on corporal punishment and one on how children see violence.

Contact: Christine Conwell: cornwell@bluewin.ch

- International Federation of Social Workers: this is an international professional organisation, activities include developing projects, do the work that social workers do, undertake studies, etc. There will be a theme at the bi-annual conference, workshops on children’s rights and the violence study.

Question: Will anyone be involved in the Habitat conference, violence against children?

Contact: Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol : Mouravieff-Apostol@econophone.ch

- World Vision International: leading the subgroup on children and armed conflict, resolution on abduction of children in Africa at the CHR. Might also be involved in ISPCAN, in AR honing violence.

Otherwise, WV has undertaken 3 country studies in the Pacific (sub regional consultation), Asia: regional trafficking study, A LAC, domestic violence at national level. 

Contact: Jennifer Philpot-Nissen Jennifer_Philpot-Nissen@wvi.org

- WWSF Women’s World Summit Foundation: annual World Day for prevention  of child abuse – 19 November global coalition campaign and conference on Progress in preventing child abuse- annual review. WWSF will include the Study recommendations in its campaign materials and will share the launch of the Report by Prof. Pinheiro with its coalition members and international network.

Contact: Laure Maitrejean: wwsf@wwsf.ch and Linda Ros admin@wwsf.ch
- Save the Children: has done a film, published reports, and will be getting involved at the next General Day of Discussion, there will be a temporary task group to plan this. Will also do something at the next session of the HRC/CHR. Will be planning something for NY next year, such as a guide, child-friendly materials, and hoping to attend next year’s inter-disciplinary conference on children’s rights (18-19 May)in Gent. 

Pre meeting in New York for children, to work with missions, dates not finalised

Four submissions to the study, plus writing executive summaries of these.

Contact: Roberta Cecchetti: roberta@savethechildren.ch

- Terres des Hommes: setting standard process, creating material for NGOs to protect children from violence and abuse within their own programmes. 

Contact: Eylah Kadjar-Hamouda: coordinator@iftdh.org

- International Alliance for Women: integration of issues into work they are doing in terms of maltreatment of children in general. In Africa, they are focusing on disadvantaged groups, such as disabled and mentally ill.

Contact: Helene Sackstein : hsack@free.fr

- CRIN: will continue to update the website with all available information. Not many events have been submitted so far. Working on the next newsletter on Violence Against Children, which should be launched by the next CHR session. Will be involved with the subgroup for the CHR, and thus also report on Violence. CRIN has funding for and until the launch of the final report, so will remain involved in the process and in supporting information sharing activities. Will also look into fundraising for follow-up activities.

Contact: Veronica Yates vyates@crin.org
Action for all: Share material between NGOs and possibly make these materials available at the conference in Addis

4. Review and operationalise the subgroup workplan for 2006: group work.

5. Presentation of outcomes of Group Work and revision of tasks in the revised workplan for 2006

6. Brief presentation of the subgroup’s workplan 2006

For these agenda points please see attached action plan

7. Update from Professor Pinheiro and Amaya on the presentation of the progress report in NY, progress on the writing of the Study and plans for 2006.
Coming from the Meeting of the Editorial Board of the Study, Prof. Pinheiro informed the meeting that the Board was discussing its 13 draft overarching recommendations that had emanated from the various chapters: violence in the home and family; violence in schools and educational settings; violence in other institutional settings, including the ones for children in conflict with the law; and violence in work situations. He regretted that none were yet available from the chapter on violence in the community, and that no recommendations emanating from the regional consultations had yet been included.

The Board was also considering the ten recommendations proposed by the NGO Advisory Board as a result of its meeting held in London on 4-6 December 2005. 

Prof. Pinheiro explained that the drafting of the chapters, as well as the peer review process for them, were proceeding at varying stages. He was aware of the comments from the Advisory Board concerning inconsistencies in and among the various chapter recommendations. The chapters at this point were very uneven (as also noted by the Advisory Board), with most still needing substantial work. Only the chapter on institutions had already gone out for limited peer review, and another draft will go to a broader group early in the new year. The other chapters will probably not be circulated for peer review until either immediately before or after the next Editorial Board Meeting scheduled for March 23-24

The seven comments from the NGO Advisory Board as well as its ten recommendations were presented and are appended to the minutes. In terms of the  overarching statement, the Board proposed the unacceptability of any form of violence against children and the responsibility of the State in this respect as well as child participation at all levels. Professor. Pinheiro agreed that the time had come for States to engage with children and with their organisational structures in all matters that concern them.

While the Advisory Board had recommended that the Study’s language be kept simple and direct throughout so as to be understandable for children, Professor. Pinheiro believed that it would be difficult to avoid the use of UN and academic language, and that a child-friendly version of the Study might therefore be necessary.

Professor Pinheiro informed that his progress report before the HR Commission/Council will be an analysis of government’s questionnaires

Follow-up was discussed at some length. Although Professor Pinheiro had become convinced that the appointment of a Special Representative on the issue would go a long way towards the elimination of all forms of violence against children as well as child protection at all levels, he was not certain that such an appointment could be ensured although he would do his best to further it. He also expressed the hope that a structure or structures such as a Youth Council be set up to work with Governments at all levels, and that the NGO Advisory Panel be involved in the follow-up to the Study.

Action: Melanie Gow offered to draft a discussion paper on the future of the NGO Advisory Panel together with Jo Becker, and will circulate it to all concerned, including the subgroup on Violence against Children.

8. Update from OHCHR, UNICEF on accomplishments and plans to ensure follow-up from the agencies perspectives

OHCHR is planning a workshop together with the Division on the Advancement of Women (DAW) in April on mechanisms to address violence against children and violence against women. The child friendliness of UN mechanisms will also be discussed. Save the Children expressed interest in participating in the workshop.

Update from UNICEF.  Ms. Anna Nordenmark (UNICEF Regional Office for the CEE/CIS/Baltics) reported on the follow-up to the Regional Consultation on Violence Against Children, held in Ljubljana, Slovenia.  The report is available on the UNICEF website and CD-Roms are available with the report and the presentations. A Core Working Group was planning to meet on 9 December to examine joint action for moving forward after the consultations.

At country level, a number of initiatives have been taken. In Kyrgyzstan a round table with Government and other partners had been held to identify practical steps; in Kazakhstan the Speaker of Parliament has reported to parliamentarians; in Armenia a roundtable with Government and other partners and the media was held, with emphasis on children’s recommendations to their Government; and in Tajikistan and Moldova round tables are being organised.

UNICEF’s strategic long-term follow-up is multi-pronged. One aspect is to advocate a holistic approach, including preventative measures and creating forums for policy dialogue. Another tack is to strengthen partnerships with other organisations such as WHO (on child injuries and accidents, for example). Further work consists of improving the strategic focus of action to curb and prevent violence against children by stressing reforms of child protection systems whereby there is a continuum of services from prevention to protection to recognition of children’s rights.  Within this strategy, UNICEF country offices will be addressing the issue of violence against children and including this issue in country reforms.  Moreover, efforts will be made to improve the information base, including specific studies in Macedonia, Albania and Moldova, Romania and Kosovo (to be available before February 2006) and to develop regional indicators to measure progress (compliance with minimum standards and to measure the “sensitivity” of the system to identify and report on cases of violence.  Finally, a resource package and reference guide are being developed for service providers at the country level.

Action: Roberta to follow-up with OHCHR in order to be informed and involved in the workshop

9. Plans to follow-up on Children’s Participation: Save the Children

Save the Children has drafted a paper on “Strengthening follow-up actions in promoting participation of girls and boys in the UN Study on VAC”. It is still in a draft format. The document aims at giving guidance for the involvement of under 18s to ensure meaningful and ethical processes for the children involved. This includes securing sufficient financial support in advance and enough time for good preparation of delegates. There will be a series of events during 2006 at international level that could see the participation of under 18s (E.g. Human Rights Commission in Geneva, March-April 2006, a small meeting in New York in May 2006 between children and representatives from different permanent missions could be considered, CRC general day of discussion, September 2006, and the presentation of the UN Study report to the UN General Assembly by Paulo Pinheiro in New York, October 2006). While these global opportunities are important, good national processes need to be continually supported, especially in the lead up to the launch of the Study report before the UN General Assembly and in its follow up.

10. AOB, next meeting and closing

There was no other business.

It was proposed and agreed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday, 7 February 2006, from 13.00 to 16.00 hours.  The probable venue would be the NGO Group Office  

The Meeting closed at 16.00 hours.
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