NGO Group for the CRC

Subgroup on Children and Violence

Minutes of the meeting on the 7th February 2006: 10h-12h

Agenda as adopted

1. Opening of the meeting: Welcome and Apologies

2. Review and adoption of the agenda

3. Review and adoption of minutes of the past meeting

4. Update on the latest development and future plans by Amaya Gillespie, Director of the Secretariat UNSG Study on VAC

5. Preparation for the upcoming Commission on Human Rights- priorities by different participants and identification of possible common priorities

6. Presentation by Severine Jacomy-Focal Point- on key results of the survey on how NGO alternative reports to the CRC have/have not included VAC

7. Guidelines for national coalitions to address VAC-progress made so far-Christine Cornwell, African Child Policy Forum

8. Update by OHCHR, UNICEF and WHO

9. Next meeting

1) Opening of the meeting: Welcome and Apologies

Roberta Cecchetti opened the meeting and welcomed the SG members. Apologies were received by Jo De Linde: ECPAT, Anne-Marie Schlack: SOS Kinderdorf, Lena Karlsson: Save the Children Sweden, Carol Bower: RAPCAN, Brigitte Polonovski: International Council of Women, Elly Pradervand: WWSF

2) Review and adoption of the agenda

The SG members decided to keep the agenda as it is.

3) Review and adoption of minutes of the past meeting

Minutes were adopted. The only outstanding issue was related to the overarching recommendations, as a new version was produced by the Editorial Board. RC suggested that the subgroup should soon stop only reacting and all finally take a position/.

Jane Connors gave an update from OHCHR.

The report to the upcoming session of the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) will be a technical note highlighting the fact that the final report will be presented to the GA instead. It will be complemented by an analysis of the Governments questionnaires.  

JC then reported on the expert meeting on the mechanisms. It is hoped that it can be convened sometime in May. It will be a joint meeting together with the Division of Advancement of Women. The Council of Europe has also shown interest. The intention is to have regional human rights mechanisms participating in the workshop. 

The outcome of the meeting would be technical and it will highlightsto what extent the existing human rights bodies have addressed violence against children and women. Concerned NGOs will be invited and an “aide-mémoire” will be written and will then be circulated. Concerns were expressed in terms of taking into account similarities and differences between  violence suffered by women and children. Both gender and age are cross-cutting issues that need to be reflected in the outcome of the workshop.

4) Update on the latest development and future plans by Amaya Gillespie, Director of the Secretariat UNSG Study on VAC

a) children’s follow-up meeting, planned for New York, 23-25 May. 

It is a small follow-up of representative children from all over the world (boys and girls). Its aims are:

i. to review the existing draft recommendations

ii. to consult children on the format of the child-friendly version of the report

iii. To meet with Missions in NY (with the help of UNICEF and Save the Children) 

b) International launch of the report

The dates are still to be set but the launch is confirmed for the 2006 session of the GA. The UN agencies will be discussing the communication strategy. It is hoped that national launches will be taking place until early 2007.

c) First Inter-Agency Group meeting on violence against children, New York, 2 March

It is convened by UNICEF and opened to the UN agencies that have been involved in the Study (OHCHR, WHO, UNESCO, ILO, UNHCR). It will be a high level representation meeting. Invitations have been extended to some NGOs and two corporate partners (Microsoft, The Body Shop). The purpose of the meeting is to prepare for follow-up to the Study.)

d) Writing of the report

Unfortunately, the development of chapters has been slower than expected and chapters could not be shared with the reviewers as they needed to be put in a better format and shape.  As a result, the timeframe for having the peer-review has now been postponed and should be between end of March (After the editorial board meeting 23-24 March) and May 2006. By end of July 2006, it should be finished and completed.

e) Overarching recommendations

A new version has been developed and distributed containing now 12 points. The outstanding issues are now on how to include cross-cutting issues such as gender and discrimination. Amaya welcomed feedback and comments.

It was agreed that the SG members will send comments to Amaya have before the next Editorial Board meeting – 23-24 March.

f) Regional Follow-up meetings

16-17 February: Caribbean, in Panama

26-28 March: East-Asia Pacific 

4-5 April: Europe and Central Asia, organised by the Council of Europe in Monaco

5) Preparation for the upcoming Commission on Human Rights- priorities by different participants and identification of possible common priorities

Roberta said that NGOs should prepare for a regular session, despite not knowing what would happen. In the event of there only being a procedural Commission, Paulo Pinheiro shall present his short technical note on violence. RC added that the subgroup should decide on the advocacy priorities that could be highlighted during this event. 
Save the Children’s focus will be on violence in the home. SC will deliver a statement and organise a side event. 
International Federation Terre des Hommes together with the NGO Group will launch the “‘Keeping Children Safe’ Toolkit. The launch in Geneva will follow the launch in London on 31 March 2006. 

The UN Study Secretariat will organise a panel discussion on follow-up to the Study and Paulo Pinheiro will be the keynote speaker. The NGO AdPanel has also been invited. 

The subgroup discussed whether it should organise and host a panel hosted. However, with the current status of the Commission it was difficult to take any firm stand. 

Action:

Roberta to consult with the NGO AdPanel and to explore possible joint activity.  The subgroup will also organise a briefing during the caucus on VAC. 

Christine Bloch to contact HRW in Geneva and see if they are planning to have the exhibition of pictures from children in Colombia at the Commission.

Finally, there was a short discussion about the Child Rights Resolution, which his year, is in the hands of Uruguay (GRULAC) and how much the paragraphs on violence against children need to be strengthened. It was decided that the discussion should be linked with the Subgroup on the Commission on Human Rights.

6) Presentation by Severine Jacomy-Focal Point- on key results of the survey on how NGO alternative reports to the CRC reported (or not) on VAC

[you don’t need to explain it as it’s clear from title) 140 Reports were reviewed and these are the main conclusions:

· The absence of data on violence in different settings or on different types of violence is a key issue.  This absence does not necessarily mean a low incidence of violence.  The low reporting can be due to many factors: problems of definition, lack of information, lack of awareness, cultural values, or indeed low incidence of violence. This issue should be addressed systematically as each national alternative report is prepared.

· In relation to the above, great care must be exercised in interpreting the data that has been submitted.  In certain regions, some types of violence are so prevalent that other forms may not receive adequate attention.

· In general, the alternative reports do not reflect a systematic collection, synthesis and analysis of information.  While the quality varies among the countries and regions, there is a compelling need to improve the reporting function as a whole.

· Considerable differences exist among the regions, not only in terms of the quality of reporting, but also in terms of what types of violence and in which settings violence is considered prevalent.  This study provides a broad outline, with the aid of graphics, of how violence is reported in different settings according to regions. More details are provided in the extracts of the country reports. This information could be usefully exploited by providing examples of good practices of reporting for other countries where reports are considered weak. In addition, this information could be used by countries and regions to check on where gaps in information exist, as well as to facilitate research and information gathering methodologies. 

· Regions where reporting seems to be quite low include the Middle East and North Africa, West and Central Africa, as well as East Asia and the Pacific, the latter due most likely to the reporting abilities of the small island States.

· Types of violence in different settings that had a low reporting rate included violence in schools and institutions, children with disabilities, peer bullying, female genital mutilation. However this information has to be viewed by region and country as the reporting varies considerably.

Recommendations for Child Rights NGO coalitions

1. Improve reporting process

· Review checklist of violence-related issues to ensure that these are taken into account in information gathering and reporting.

· Review the definitions, settings and sub-themes related to violence as provided by the UNSGVAC Study (and in the present report, p.6) to ensure coherence and consistency in information gathering and reporting

· Broaden the base of participation in reporting.  Include representatives of parents, pupils and teachers’ associations into the reporting process

· Review alternative reports from countries noted for good practices in reporting; consider forms of bilateral exchanges and collaboration to share expertise.

2. According to region/country, specific attention should be devoted to information gathering and reporting on:

· Children with disabilities (in institutions and at home)

· Child abuse

· Peer bullying

· Harmful traditional practices: separate reporting on female genital mutilation and early and coerced marriages (this struck me, so I added it, but of course you should review and see if it really is valid)

3. Monitoring

· Develop permanent monitoring of institutions, with particular attention to the use of protection and complaint mechanisms available
· Monitor non-State run institutions, such as shelters and private boarding schools.
4. Strengthen NGO capacity

· Support the development of child rights coalitions and alternative reporting in countries which do not have such experience
· Undertake national advocacy campaigns to raise awareness among the public and the authorities on the urgency of addressing violence against children (another idea I have added…up to you..you might want to put this under the international community, but national action is the most promising…)

· Capitalise on expertise on violence in the community and at work to engage in policy planning and implementation
The report will be printed soon and will be made available on the CRIN website.

7) Guidelines for national coalitions to address VAC-progress made so far-Christine Cornwell, African Child Policy Forum

Christine looked at the whole document and had captured a summary of Focal Point’s main conclusions, which would be distributed with the present minutes (see above).

Christine raised the point that during the last SG meeting, an idea came up regarding the draft guidelines to help NGOs include and highlight violence against children in their reports to the CRC.

There was a discussion about what is required between Roberta, Christine and Séverine.

i) Is there really a need for these guidelines? What should be our objective? Since there are differences and disparities, the needs will vary within regions in terms of targeting different themes.

ii) In defining needs, how do we involve the national coalitions? Christine asked the SG members some input on this point.

iii) How to define violence? There is a question of perception and definition to consider.

iv) What already exists? There are already a set of guidelines or books on guidelines out there to consider. We could be thinking of the guidelines in terms of:  - process: what process on reporting to the CRC?

- substantial issues. 

As this is a bigger exercise than expected, the deadline of 28 February included in the 2006 workplan cannot be respected. It was decided to set up a smaller task force within the subgroup that will be specifically working on the guidelines preparation. Christine suggested that this should be accomplished by the end of 2006.

Roberta also noticed that one of the challenging elements of the guidelines would be the reference to indicators, which in their turn would imply definitions. Although any major exercise aiming at establishing indicators will be out of the subgroup remit, what the subgroup could try and do is to map what kind of indicators are used in different countries and link them to CAV. As a matter of fact, UNICEF has started in that direction, with the use of indicators tested on the field.

Another element of discussion was about proliferation of guidelines and the fact that other subgroups such as the subgroup on health are in the process of developing something similar. It was decided to keep the processes linked and create synergies to avoid duplication.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child is the natural partner and target for any guidelines to be developed. A general comment on VAC is still amongst the intentions of the CRC Committee to follow-up. It was decided to ask for a lunch meeting with the CRC Committee members to discuss this and evaluate its usefulness and impact.

8) Update by OHCHR, UNICEF and WHO

As the updates from OHCHR and UNICEF were covered during the previous discussion, the floor was given to Alison Phinney Harvey, from WHO who gave an update on the current ongoing activities and plans.

1. Prevention of child maltreatment: In collaboration with the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN), WHO is developing a framework for action that is intended to guide readers towards the application of a more systematic and therefore scientifically testable approach to the prevention of child maltreatment and the provision of services to victims. The framework for action will also include indicators for monitoring behavioral changes in ending VAC. The framework will be launched at ISPCAN international conference in York, 3-6 September.

2. First Global Meeting of Ministry of Helath focal Points for Injuries and Violence Prevention: Durban, 2-5 April 2006. This will be the first meeting of over 80 focal points that Governments have appointed within their Ministry of Health responsible for prevention of injuries and violence. This is a new process that WHO is taking very seriously and the possibility to map government interest on violence prevention..

9) Next meeting

Considering the idea of a joint meeting with the Ad Panel and that the Editorial Board will meet on 23-24 March, the next meeting was set for 22 March in the morning. 
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