NGO Group for the CRC
Sub-Group on Children and Violence

Minutes of the meeting of 24 September 2007
DRAFT
Participants: Veronica Birga – OHCHR / Amaya Gillepsis- UNICEF / Christine Cornwell-African Child Policy Forum / Christel Behagel- Union Mondiale des Organisations Féminines Catholiques / Laurence Stephan- Union Mondiale des Organisations Féminines Catholiques / Jenny Fretheim- World Alliance of YMCAs / Laure Maitrejean- Women World Summit Foundation / Roberta Cecchetti- Save the Children Alliance/ Valerie Vonlanthen-International Federation-Terre des Hommes / Cecile Trochu Grasso-OMCT / Monique Scamuffa-Save the Children Alliance/ Julia D’Aloisio-DCI Geneva/ Anna-Kristin Vervik-Plan International/ Ellen Mouravieff Apostol- IFSW
Regrets

Denise Allen, World Vision – Brigitte Polonovski, International Council of Women – Ursula Barter, World Union of Catholic Women Organisations – Cesar Henriquez, Bureau of International Solidarity Marist Brothers
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Agenda as adopted

1. Opening, welcome and apologies

2. Review and adoption of past minutes

3. Update on the NGO Guidelines to include VAC in the reports to the CRC (Christine Cornwell)
4. Update on the strategies to follow-up the UN Study and the launch of the 2007 GA      report

-Amaya Gillepsie, UNICEF


-Veronica Birga, OHCHR


-Other agencies and NGOs as applicable

5. Next meeting and closing

Opening, Welcome and apologies
Roberta Cecchetti, convenor of the Sub-group, opened the meeting and welcomed the participants and gave apologies.
Review and adoption of past minutes

The minutes were adopted.
Update on the NGO Guidelines to include VAC in the reports to the CRC (Christine Cornwell)
Christine gave an update on the background of the guidelines and their process. A fist draft was sent to all subgroup members and observers with a deadline to respond with track changes.

Many comments of the draft of the NGO Guidelines were received, both from the NGOs and UN agencies and were extremely helpful; the 4 participants who didn’t get the guidelines will get another week for reading it and send their comments.

General comments: Guidelines should be more concise, they could be more user-friendly; with more bullet points to target the idea, the objective is not clear enough; good to have a recapitulation of the essential points in order to help focusing the report.

The offer from SOS-Kinderdorf to help with the final layout was well taken and appreciated.

Specific comments: not enough emphasis on article 3; include earlier in the text what violence is understood, more links to other publications and resources, building up the under-reporting section; put all the objectives and purposes in the introduction with a deeper explanation and also have some terms explained, which could be clearer for some NGOs, i.e. prevention.

Next steps: the comments will be incorporated by the consultant, the layout will be done by SOS Kinderdorf, they will be widely disseminated electronically and made available on the NGO Group web site and CRIN and then possibly translated into French (depending on availability of funds)

The first draft of the final version will be distributed and has to be tested in the field to see if this guidelines is useful, what is missing…We must make sure that the network with whom we work, get it, and that it is wildly distributed and used. The guidelines still need to go through CoCo or final approval.
On 19 October, a NGO implementation handbook produced by SC and written by Peter Newell will be issued and the guidelines need to have more references to it.
Veronica (OCHCR) mentioned the possible dissemination of the documents via the database of OHCHR Civil Society Unit. Roberta to contact them.
Update on the strategies to follow-up the UN-Study and the Launch of the 2007 GA report 

OHCHR (Veronica)
The recommendations of the UN Study will be used by OHCHR as a platform to build them in the activities of OHCHR. Veronica as a focal point to ensure mainstreaming. Identified areas:

Dissemination and awareness raising (will have to start internally): different mechanisms, staff and sections will be briefed (field offices, NHRI briefing, treaty bodies, Special Procedures, etc) and the website will be updated with VAC-study related information. Exchange of information: support to the regional steering committees, events at national/regional meetings (e.g. upcoming meeting on Juvenile Justice in Costa Rica), regional workshops on follow up to COs (e.g. upcoming one in Burkina Faso in Nov will have a round table on VAC); field office to regularly report on their activities, including those on VAC. Research and thematic work: support to development of new mechanisms (e.g. COE seminar on existing mechanisms on child rights), ensure that selected Special Procedures will focus their activities (reports, visits, etc.) on VAC; drafting of model legislation (e.g. on corporal punishment). Monitoring and advocacy: draft a list of standard issues for Treaty Bodies to discuss VAC (CAT and Migrant Workers to start first); including VAC in country briefs for Special Procedures country visits and develop standard list of issues to discuss with the authorities; include VAC in OHCHR compilation for the Universal Periodic Review; include VAC in the country briefs for the High Commissioner country visits; ensuring contact with OHCHR field presences and especially with focal points on children (i.e. Colombia).
Action:
Veronica will let the subgroup know about the upcoming visits of the Special Rapporteur on a monthly basis, so that the NGOs can highlight what are the main issues related to VAC and see with their colleagues in the field, suggest interlocutors and questions.
UNICEF (Amaya)
On behalf of Paulo’s Pinheiro

The report to the 2007 GA is out on the Web site (http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/GA/62documents.htm) . There are two parts to the progress report:  1. What has been done since the report has been released and 2. What is the strategy to ensure follow-up? The study was used as a platform for different activities by UN agencies, NGOs and some governments.

The actual presentation of the report is set for the 19th of October. The NGO work has been quite successful in advocacy as it seems likely that the resolution on the rights of the child will call for the establishment of the Special Representative on VAC. The presentation will be a low key one and there will no be side events organized by the UN agencies or the Independent Expert.

Paulo Pinheiro will take part in a panel together with Radhika Coomaraswamy on the Graça Machel review.

On behalf of UNICEF

Hilde Johnson is a new deputy Executive Director of UNICEF since August and asked for an Inter-agency Group meeting before the report is presented in NY (agenda will be TOR of the IAG, sharing responsibilities, priorities, focus, etc.). It will take place on 4 October. WHO and UNICEF will also have a joint meeting with donors. 

UNICEF is drafting a new child protection strategy, and will finalize it by January; it will consult NGOs in order to receive comments.

UNICEF and WHO will organize in Geneva by the end of October beginning of November, an Expert meeting on indicators within the framework of the follow-up to the UN Study.
NGO Advisory Council
Memberships almost completed; 8 out of 9 representatives are selected. The only regions that are not covered are Europe and Central Asia. In fact, no coalition was ready to take up this process. So, need to contact the National coalition existing in Europe and Central Asia and see if they can take up the process. From the 19th to the 22nd of October the NGO Advisory Council will have its second face-to-face meeting in New York. There will be some internal meetings and discussions on the future activities of the NGO Ad Council. There are also plans to visit some delegations to continue to lobby for the SRSF. There is still the possibility to sign the petition for the Special Representative http://www.crin.org/violence/petitions/petition.asp?petID=1004 .It has been circulated wildly; the final aim is 1000 signatories and the number yet is about 700

On the 19th of October, a special event will be organized by the EU, Uruguay and the NGO Ad Council with the objective to give the results of the petition to the president of GA. 

Save the Children
In New York, on the 18th of October, the Mission of Sweden and Brazil are hosting a panel at lunch time on the follow up to the UN Study on violence, the Ambassadors of Sweden and Brazil, Prof Pinheiro, Hilde Johnson (TBC), Peter Newel and Roberta will be delivering statements. Another Seminar on the 16th of October will be held in Washington by the Embassy of Sweden.

Last year, the 19th of October, was the Day of Action on VAC which was to raise awareness on this issue with governments and others. It was a success. SC is planning to do it again this year.. There will be an Internal Save the Children workshop in December in Costa Rica on child protection systems, from 14-18.
Plan International is organizing an international conference in Oslo on 19 November on harmful and cultural practices. Participants are welcome. The conference will launch a campaign on VAC with a particular focus on violence against the girl child. Plan Netherlands is organising an international VAC conference on November 9th and that Plan International will soon launch a global campaign on violence in schools.
The African Child Policy Forum gives every 2 years a prize on a given theme, and this year it will be on VAC. It will be delivered on 20 November in Addis Ababa.

The World Alliance of YMCAs is launching a campaign on VAC at the beginning of October.

Announcement and distribution to all the members of our new poster and call to action for the World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse – 19 November 2007 activities. 781 organizations from 128 countries registered this year their participation with the WWSF international coalition. The theme of this years Call to Action for the World Day is “How to protect children form media violence”.
OMCT will mainstream the recommendations of Pinheiro’s report in the reports and documents that will be produced for Treaty Bodies (CAT and HRC) and URP. IT will also encourage network members to be involved in the follow-up of the UN Study recommendations at country level.

Next meeting and closing

The next meeting will be held on the 4th of December at 10:30.
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