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Final draft

Agenda as adopted
1. Opening, welcome and apologies

2. Review and adoption of past minutes

3. Update on the strategies to follow-up the UN Study

· Paulo Pinheiro

· UNICEF

· OHCHR

· WHO

· ILO

· AOB

4. Next meeting and closing

Regrets

Annemarie Schlack, SOS-Kinderdorf International

Carol Bower, consultant

Agneta Ucko, Arigatou Foundation

Brigitte Polonovski, International Council of Women

Jo de Linde, ECPAT

Cesar Henriquez, Marist Brothers

Sara Austin, World Vision Canada

Ursula Barter, World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations

Christine Bloch, JRS
Opening, welcome, and apologies
Roberta Cecchetti, convener of the Subgroup, welcomed the participants.

A draft plan by the Independent Expert for the follow-up to the UN study was distributed.

Update on the strategies to follow-up the UN study
Prof. Pinheiro 

Some governments and Study partners are supporting translations of the book (the World Report on Violence against Children), the GA report and child-friendly materials into other languages. All Study publications can also be downloaded from the VAC site (www.violencestudy.org). 

Prof. Pinheiro provided an update on developments since the launch of the Study in October 2006: 

· Following the presentation of the Study, the resolution on the rights of the child was adopted by the Third Committee. This resolution extends the mandate of the Independent Expert and invites him to promote the initial phase of follow-up to the Study and to submit a report to the GA at its 62nd session on progress made in the initial phase of the follow-up and to anticipate the necessary strategy for follow-up to the implementation of the Study. Prof. Pinheiro informed the meeting that his report to the GA will need to be submitted at the end of July and that time is limited. 

· The Study Secretariat was dismantled, but the Independent Expert still has an office in Rue de Varembé for the moment.

· OHCHR has planned to hire a new person who will work on the follow-up to the Study. UNICEF has allocated some funds to support the Independent Expert. It is expected that this includes a support staff at the P-2 level. .

Other developments:

· There will be an interagency meeting on March 21st which is expected to provide information on the work plan of the Independent Expert for 2007 and to discuss the Expert’s report to the GA at the end of the year.

· Despite the reduction of the 4th session of the Human Rights Council to three weeks, a one hour Special Event on VAC is still planned. This will be on March 19th at 3pm.

· The Commitee on the Rights of the Child discussed the idea to set up a task force to help with follow-up.

· The Inter-Agency Group will discuss implementation of the Study recommendations. In this context, agencies are, for example, working on a document on how to improve data collection. Reference was also made to the IPU/UNICEF manual for parliamentarians on violence against children, which will also address the strengthening of the legal framework.

· A number of regional/national launches of the Study have been held so far. Upcoming launches are planned in, for example: Iran, PAHO/Washington, Brazil, Mexico. 

It will be important to highlight that progress can be made with regard to the implementation of the recommendations.

UNICEF

The Interagency Group will meet on 21.03 to plan support of Prof. Pinheiro; more information will be available only after that date. Of importance will be: 

1. Timely information on follow-up 

2. Mid-term strategy beyond 2007

WHO will lead in data collection and lead agencies are to be identified for other task groups, such as legal reform, national plan of action, etc. A matrix on the collection of information at the national and regional levels is being prepared by UNICEF for all the agencies, including NGOs

Some countries are willing to provide some money for follow-up. Countries and regions are already providing some funds for travel and other expenses. Also, one third of UNICEF’s “three pillar” progress is devoted to child protection. As the follow-up of VAC falls within this, it is substantive.

UNICEF was asked to bring to the attention of the inter-agency working group the need to establish an inter-agency task group on follow-up mechanism and advocacy in order to guarantee a continuous support for the establishment of the Special Representative on VAC. It was commented that this is a crucial year and possibly the last chance to get it.

ILO

The UN Division for Advancement of Women has decided to focus on Violence against Girls for its meeting in February 2007 and there is a strong commitment to push forward on that issue at the policy level. 

· They will deliver a statement on Violence against Girls at the upcoming session of the Division of Advancement of Women. 

· In their action plans to implement Convention 182 at the national level, they will push to mainstream VAC. 

· VAC is to be mainstreamed in the national action plans against child labor that are being developed in countries of priority.

Activities are however subject to raising of specific funds and negotiations with ILO’s tripartite constituency.

There is no earmarked funding allocated by ILO to follow-up the UN Study on VAC.

WHO 

Their commitment to follow-up fits in with their ongoing activities, particularly in violence prevention. Indeed several of their activities, such as their support to countries to develop national plans and policies on violence prevention, strengthen pre-hospital and trauma care services, and to improve the health sector response to victims of violence, constitute opportunities to introduce the question of VAC. 

Last year with ISPCAN they produced a guide to prevention of child maltreatment and are now in the process of working with countries to implement the guide and measure its impact. They have received a small amount of funding to implement the guide in the Philippines, and two other countries (to be confirmed, most likely in Latin America and the Eastern Mediterranean regions) but are still seeking funds to expand implementation.

With respect to the UNSG's Study recommendations, their strengths are in prevention, data collection, and services for children. While they are committed to follow-up of the study it is not a main priority in the organization. Most of WHO's violence-related activities are funded through extra-budgetary funds. WHO is working with UNICEF and others to raise more funds for implementation of the Study recommendations.

OHCHR
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has a very active and consistent approach to follow-up. 

· They adopted a general paragraph to be included in the concluding observations last year on VAC

· In their regional follow-up seminars they will try and make sure that a section on VAC will be included and discussed. 

· Their last three General Comments (8;9;10) have all referred to the VAC study. 

· They have also decided to establish a small task force for follow-up. 

· OHCHR is also currently thinking about how to mainstream the study in the internal work plan. 

OHCHR also has limited resources for these activities as they are extra-budgetary and are being funded with what States provide specifically for it.

On plans to work with national NGOs

It was commented that there is disappointment on the part of NGOs in the stalling of the follow-up process; without a clear plan from the agencies, NGOs turn to their respective priorities. It is therefore necessary to have a strong follow-up that will pull together different organizations.

AOB 
· Update on the establishment of the new NGO Advisory Council on the UN Study on VAC: the deadline for applications was 23.02. Nine places are reserved for international NGOs and nine for regional/national NGOs. This to ensure that the follow-up is not only at international level. A selection panel has been set up for the selection of the international candidates, important criteria being expertise and connectedness in terms of network. It will present a pool of people and organizations by March 9th. The regional selection processes are slower and in some regions they haven’t started yet. It is expected that the Advisory Panel would start its work at leave the regional spots open until the selection processes are completed.

· The Subgroup will start working on a map of its members’ activities on VAC, a section might be included specifically on the follow-up of the study. Guidelines for NGOs and national coalitions are being prepared in order to help NGOs to systematically include VAC in their reports to the CRC. Guidelines should reflect the recommendations of the Pinheiro Report.

· Save the Children is committed to the follow-up to the UN Study. An internal workshop with all the SC focal points on VAC has been organized in January in Agra. It focused on “working with men and boys to fight violence against children”. The outcome document of the workshop will be made available to the group when ready. Its future activities include a mapping of national and local child protection systems that have successfully work; a mapping of successful examples of positive discipline techniques (instead of physical or humiliating punishment).

·  World Vision. The leadership of this strategy is with WV Canada with the support of the WVI Partnership (National and Support offices)  At the global level – 
1. Support full implementation of the Study's recommendations through participation in international forums such as the Subgroup of VAC and the NGO Advisory Council.

2. Promote with WVI a child safe organization both at the level of the child protection policy and also raising internal awareness on the findings of the Study

3.  Identify, implement and disseminate proven or promising best practices to prevent and respond to violence against children.

4. Raise the Study at key international events that WVI is participating such as the Commission on the Status of Women.

At the regional level

1. Encourage WVI regional offices to promote events that spotlight the Study

At national level

1. Disseminate the findings of the Study through national offices to various national level stakeholders and duty bearers, children and young people 
2. Support national level advocacy for legislative and policy forms in line with the Study recommendations 
3. Collaborate with UN agencies in monitoring the follow-up to the Study 
4. Support the participation of children in the implementation of the Study's recommendations. 
5. Ensure the full implementation of WVI's Child Protection Policy and related Guidelines.
· At the Special Event on VAC, Prof. Pinheiro, UN agency and NGO representatives will be on the podium. To avoid simply a series of statements from countries focus should be on interactive dialogue and questions for child friendly countries should be prepared. Rounds of 3-4 questions will be taken between responses. Eylah will draft a statement to be co-signed by members of the Subgroup.

Dates and Next Meeting
19.03 Caucus Child Rights meeting on VAC in the morning, the room will be communicated later on. The Special Event on VAC will take place in the afternoon session of the HRC at 3pm.

21.03 Interagency meeting. NGOs are invited to participate and the decisions taken will be publicized.

20.04 Subgroup meeting from 10am to 12pm

PAGE  
1

