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The NGO Group for the CRC is a network of 80 national and international civil society organisations committed to all children fully enjoying their rights as defined by the CRC. Through the NGO Group for the CRC, member organisations become a more powerful global voice for child rights.

The NGO Group is recognised by the Committee, national NGOs and coalitions, international NGOs and other international organisations, as the bridge between these key stakeholders. Since the drafting of the CRC, the NGO Group has been at the forefront of mobilising civil society to promote, implement and monitor the instrument. Formed in 1983 as the Informal Ad Hoc NGO Group for the Drafting of the CRC, members of the NGO Group were actively involved in drafting the instrument. The NGO Group has been credited with having a constructive influence on the CRC’s final text. In accordance with Article 45a of the CRC, the NGO Group has continuously mobilised civil society to ensure the implementation of the Convention.

The NGO Group has also played a leading role in contributing to and following-up key international events and processes. These include the follow-up to the UN Special Session on Children, the Stockholm and Yokohama Congresses against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (and the preparation of the Rio Congress), the Graça Machel Study on Children in Armed Conflict and the UN Study on Violence against Children.

Mission
The NGO Group’s mission is to facilitate the promotion, implementation and monitoring of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Objectives

1. Advocate and raise public awareness of the importance of the Convention.

2. Promote and facilitate the full implementation of the Convention, through specific programmes and actions.

3. Promote the active and ethical participation of children in all aspects of implementation and monitoring of the Convention, and also in the activities of the NGO Group itself, in line with article 12 of the Convention.

4. Facilitate the flow of information between the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the relevant United Nations agencies and the NGO community.

5. Facilitate co-operation and information –sharing globally within the NGO community on the application and monitoring of the implementation of the Convention.

6. Draw up policies and strategies and undertake action in the fields covered by the Convention.

7. Contribute to the monitoring of the implementation of the Convention by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

8. Facilitate the creation of and support the work of national coalitions for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Structure

The NGO Group is a registered network, with a secretariat based in Geneva, Switzerland. The General Assembly elects the Executive Committee and President of the network and meets every year to review the decisions taken and activities conduced by the Executive Committee, the Secretariat and the thematic working groups (there are nine in 2008). The Executive Committee has the full legal, policy and management responsibilities of the network. The Secretariat consists of three members of staff and is based in Geneva.

The NGO Group has thematic working groups that provide member organisations with a platform to advocate and work on certain issues. The working groups cover: child labour; violence against children; the Human Rights Council; Education, literacy and Media; juvenile justice; sexual exploitation; indigenous children; national coalitions; UN complaints mechanism and children without parental care.

Why join the NGO Group for the CRC?

If you become a member of the NGO Group, your organisation can:

· Become part of one or more of the working groups on different thematic issues. 

· Contribute to the global discussion of child rights with a stronger voice and greater credibility thanks to partnership with the Secretariat and other member organisations.

· Benefit from the Secretariat’s expertise in child rights and the CRC. 

· Receive information on events, activities and materials on child rights at the national and international levels.

How to become a member? 

Membership is open to any NGO or coalition/alliance of NGOs which is directly concerned with the application of the CRC. The NGO Group especially encourages the application for membership from child- and youth-led organisations. The General Assembly, by a simple majority vote, shall approve the admission of new members upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee. The General Assembly’s annual meeting usually takes place during the month of May.

If your organisation would like to apply for membership, please send the following documents to the Executive Committee:

1. Completed membership form 

2. The organisation’s statutes

3. The organisation’s annual report (reflecting work related to the CRC)

4. The organisation’s audited accounts

A request for membership implies acceptance without reservation of the statutes of the NGO Group and compliance to the code of conduct. 

Please send the completed application to the NGO Group Secretariat at:

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

1 rue de Varembé

1202 Geneva

Switzerland

Annual membership fees

Membership fees are paid annually (before the General Assembly in May) and range between SFr. 5,000 and SFr. 150 depending on members’ revenues for work on children’s rights.  Members are asked to select the fee that best applies to their circumstances.

The scale is as follows:

· NGOs/networks with annual revenue that exceeds CHF 4 million pay an annual fee of CHF 5,000.

· NGOs/networks with annual revenue between CHF 3 million and CHF 4 million pay an annual fee of SFr. 1,000.

· NGOs/networks with an annual revenue between CHF 400,000 and CHF 3 million pay an annual fee of CHF 500.

· NGOs/networks with an annual revenue less than CHF 400,000 pay CHF 150.

In exceptional cases fees may be wavered for an agreed period of time. 

Fee Payment

Fees can be directly to the NGO Group bank accounts or by cheque or money order:

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

UBS SA Vermont – Nations

17 Chemin Louis Dunant

1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

For Swiss Francs and Other currencies:

Account No. 279- 230010.01M 

IBAN: CH55 0027 9279 2300 1001 M

For US Dollars:

Account No. 279-230010.60L

IBAN: CH55 0027 9279 2300 1060 L

BIC: UBSWCHZH80A

Cheques, bank orders or international money order should be made payable to:

NGO Group for the CRC

1, rue de Varembé

CH-1202 Geneva 

Switzerland

INFORMATION ON JOINING THE NGO GROUP FOR THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
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