Wednesday, 6th of April 2005: Agenda item 12
Item 12 – Integration of the human rights of women and the gender perspective: (a) Violence against women.

Ms. Yakin Ertürk, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences talked about her missions to El Salvador, Guatemala, the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) and the Darfur Region of Sudan. Particularly, in the OPT the SR underlined difficulties in which pregnant women are, due to restrictions of movement. Besides, she urged the government of Sudan to take measures  to protect women and girls from rape and other forms of violence. 

Interactive dialogue:

The representative of El Salvador said that this problem is a priority matter for the government. In 1996, they set out the “El Salvador Institution for Women”; they built a programme to prevent violence against women and children. Furthermore, they have introduced specific norms into the Civil and Penal Code to protect women and they have created a special section in the courts for juvenile and family matters.

Mrs. Gabirela Nuñez, Secretary of State for Women for Guatemala, agreed with the SR and she shared concerns of increase of violence against women. She said that juvenile violence is an expression of society, and she underlined the need to social sensitisation for children and young people.

The Palestinian representative recalled the Israeli violations. Palestinian women continue to suffer from loss of children, parents and relatives and from the ill-treatment they receive in Israeli detention centres. Women detainees are separated from their children and many of those who give birth in prison are forced to live with their babies under unhealthy and deplorable conditions.

He said that pregnant women are often forced to give birth at military checkpoints after being denied access to hospitals: as confirmed in the report of SR, since 2002, 52 pregnant mothers gave birth at military checkpoints. In many cases women died at the checkpoint or lost their babies in delivery. Moreover, he affirmed that Israeli aggression and oppression put Palestinian mothers under extensive physical and psychological stress, which adversely impacts the health and development of their children.

The representative of Iran affirmed that pornography and trade of women and girls are matters of great importance for his government.

Ms. Sigma Huda, Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in persons, especially in women and children (E/CN.4/2005/71),  observed that, according to recent data, while the majority of victims of trafficking are women and girls trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation, significant numbers of human beings are trafficked for labour exploitation and children are also trafficked for the purpose of international adoption.

In the future, she said she will pay particular attention to connections between trafficking and migrants, between women and children and to the trafficking of orphans. 

Interactive dialogue:

The representative of USA recognised the existence of a great number of forms of children’s trafficking. He asked the SR how to tackle this phenomenon  at international level. 

The representative of Costa Rica, raised his concerns about this issue. He is deeply concerned about the problem of children’s traffic as trafficking of organs. He asked the SR for solutions.

The representative of India highlighted the risks of trafficking in children after the Tsunami.

Ms. Rachel Mayanja, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women said that trafficking in women and girls is increasing. 

Member States

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (on behalf of the Arab Group) talked about situation of Palestinian women (see above).

Pakistan mentioned some achievements concerning women and girls:

· In 2000, “Women Health Project” was launched in 20 districts to improve health, nutrition and social status of women and girls, and it will be replicated in other part of Pakistan. 
· As a result of efforts to increase enrolment and retention of girls in schools, they have achieved 86% girl enrolment within two years.
· Under the Tawana school nutrition project, girls between age of 5-12 are provided with special packages, including free education, meals and nutritional supplements in 5300 schools in 29 poorest districts of Pakistan.
