Friday, 8 April 2005
Plenary Session 41st  meeting 3.00 p.m. Item3/13

Item 3: Organisation of the work of the session


  Situation of human rights in Sudan

Interactive dialogue

Mr. Emmanuel Akwei Addo, Independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Sudan (item 3) presented his report to the commission. He described the cruel war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Darfur by the Janjaweed militia. However he never specifically mentioned the situation of children in Darfur.

In the interactive dialogue that followed this presentation, states didn’t really mention children’s rights issues.

Members

The United States underlined the fact that once more, the victims of all such violence described in the report are civilians and the worst affected are, of course the most vulnerable – children, women and the elderly. Additional efforts need to be made so that women and girls need not fear rape or violence.

Item 13: Rights of the child (cont’d from a.m. session)

NGOs

Joint Statement: International Social Service, International Council of Women, International Federation of Social Workers, SOS-Kinderdorf International, Fédération européenne des femmes actives au foyer.

The concern was raised about the high number of children throughout the world that are currently out-of-home care because their parents are unavailable or unable to care for them. This situation raises a number of problems that urgently need to be broached internationally and above all, perhaps, placing children in out-of-home care could very often be avoided by providing effective support to their parents and thereby preventing family break-up. They added, that UNICEF and International Social Service launched a research and advocacy programme calling for the development of specific international standards for improving the protection of such children.

They call on the UN Commission on Human Rights to consider setting in motion the drafting of UN Guidelines for the protection and alternative care of children without parental care.

Joint Statement: International Catholic Bureau on behalf of the NGO Group for the CRC Subgroup against the sexual exploitation of children concentrated their statement on the fight against the commercial sexual exploitation of children. They requested the Commission on Human Rights to bear in mind the achievements of the two World Congresses Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and to urge all States to implement the Yokohama Global Commitment. In doing so, all States should recognise the problem of sexual exploitation and abuse in its totality. They further urge all States to criminalise and effectively penalise all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children, including in contexts of child marriage. Therefore they urge all States to prevent the practice of early marriage and grant full protection against sexual exploitation and abuse to all persons under 18, regardless of the legal age of sexual consent or marital status of the victim.

The International Committee for the Respect and Application of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights made a statement concerning the massive deportation and crimes committed by the Belgian colonial administration from 1921-1959 and especially the persecution, deportation and torture of thousands of children during the violent anti-kimbanguiste repression. The representative cited article 9 of the CRC and then asked the Commission to invite the Belgian government for repair for the indescribable crimes committed and also to proceed to the rehabilitation of the human dignity of these children by means of a consequent reparation programme. 

World Organization against Torture (OMCT) concentrated on torture and violence against children and raised concerns about the failure of responsible judiciary and administrative authorities to react to allegations of ill-treatment or torture of children in police facilities, detention centres and other public institutions in most parts of the world. In 27 countries minors do not benefit from the necessary protection. Often children are detained with adults and with the opposite sex. Consequence is the recurrent phenomenon of rape, ill-treatment and violence against children in such facilities. Countries concerned are Israel, the Occupied Palestinian Territories, other conflict regions but also India and Honduras.

OMCT also raised the issue of corporal punishment within families, schools and other public institution.

International Federation Terre des Hommes focused on trafficking of children.

She explained that children who are trafficked experience many different sorts of abuse. Many children are trafficked also within their own country. The aim of the traffickers is to get them away from the environment that is familiar to them so that they can be made to do as they are told. TdH enumerated the specific responsibilities governments have in relation to trafficking. They are: to prevent trafficking and the exploitation associated with it; to identify children who are victims and come to their assistance; to protect child victims; to find a durable solution in the best interest of each child. This implies that governments have much more to do than stopping crimes from being committed by traffickers.

Once out of their traffickers' hands, it is a priority to protect them while a durable solution is worked out. The three options are the local integration in the country the child has been trafficked to, return to the child’s country of origin and reintegration

Or moving to a third country for reintegration there.

Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers) concentrated its statement on children of imprisoned mothers. Around the world, thousands of children face grave problems because their mothers are in prison or in pre-trial detention. The speaker underlined that far too little attention has been paid to these children's welfare, let alone their rights. When a mother is imprisoned, her baby and/or young children may go to prison with her or be separated from her and left on the “outside”. Neither or these situations is satisfactory and there are no simple solutions. The speaker further added that they had just published a paper on Babies and Young Children in Prison including some draft suggested Guidelines for drafting legislation and policy concerning the treatment of such children. 

International Save the Children Alliance believes that protecting children in emergency situations should be a top priority. In order to reduce the increased risks that children face in the emergency in Asia for instance, Save the Children urged the Commission on Human Rights: to call on the international community to ensure that a sufficient proportion of the funds pledged for the catastrophe in Asia are being allocated for the protection and advancement of children’s rights both in immediate relief and in longer-term recovery; to urge States and UN agencies to provide assistance which strengthens  local capacities and equitable access to basic services; to urge donors to make child protection an integral part of every humanitarian response. 

Furthermore, in order to protect children who have been separated from their families they urge the governments and national and international actors to register all separated children, to enhance participatory mechanisms where children can express their concerns, to support and strengthen  families and communities' own resiliency and resources to care for children.

Agir ensemble pour les droits de l’homme focused on children’s rights' situation in Colombia. Many are recruited by the guerrilla and paramilitary, are executed when trying to escape or when not obeying to the orders given. They are subjected to torture, sexual abuses, prolonged detention and separated from their families.

The Open Society Institute pointed out the fact that no matter where they live, children infected or otherwise affected by HIV are among the most vulnerable of all young people. In addition to serious health concerns, they face HIV-related stigma and discrimination that frequently limit their ability to be educated or exercise other basic rights enjoyed by their parents. Street children are especially vulnerable to a wide range of human rights abuses including harassment by the police and sexual exploitation. Children are also especially vulnerable to contracting HIV through injecting drugs and sex. It is also worth emphasising that children suffer greatly from the unintended consequences of repressive drug policies that tear apart their families. Disproportionately, harsh drug sentences have not only led to the unnecessary incarceration of tens of thousands of low-level drug offenders, but also deprived thousands of children of their parents. 

The International Union of Socialist Youth, spoke about the ample evidence of China’s violation of children’s rights on regular basis and on a colossal scale in Tibet irrespective of China being a signatory of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. Chinese authorities continue to arbitrarily detain and torture Tibetan children who are either coercively taken away from their family and traditional environment or are marginalised. They are subjected to religious repression and denied educational and cultural rights. The speaker furthermore added that only 31% of children in Tibet have access to the compulsory nine years of education. He added that a large percentage of refugees are young Tibetan children.

The representative of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights raised concerns about the discrimination suffered by children and adolescents in Argentina who represent 25% of the total population and of which more than 50% live in poverty.

The economic and social crisis increases the number of children living in poverty without access to health services, education and the basic rights guaranteeing them a life of dignity. This situation highlights the non-implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child which Argentina ratified in 1990. 
World Vision International addressed the issue of abduction of children in Africa, and the situation of children in northern Uganda. Regarding the Abduction of children in Africa, little data about the phenomenon is available, although it appears that the situation is not improving, and children continue to be abducted throughout Africa for different purposes. Concerning the situation of children in northern Uganda, the 19-year conflict hat left 90% of the population displaced and living in appalling conditions in camps, and where atrocities including abduction of girls and boys to be used as child soldiers and/or sexual slaves remain widespread. The speaker mentioned their report  entitled “Pawns of Politics” which details the daily realities for children of northern Uganda.

The Andean Commission of Jurists focused on the issue of corporal punishment which has severe consequences on children. Most of the time corporal punishment on children within families, schools and other public institutions is not denounced and reported because it is socially accepted in the Latin American countries. The Andean Commission of Jurists urges States to prohibit corporal punishment.

