Monday, 11th of April 2005: Agenda item 15& 13

Item 15 – Indigenous issues.

The beginning of the afternoon’s session treated the item 15. Statements by NGOs underlined the underprivileged situation in which indigenous people are living. Several NGOs mentioned the lack of education, the social exclusion, the discrimination and the poor conditions of indigenous people. However, Global Rights focussed on indigenous women and girl’s discrimination, saying that they do not enjoy neither a good health system nor the right to education. It encouraged the CHR to adopt resolutions for the benefit of indigenous women. 

Item 13 –   The Rights of the Child

NGOs

Many NGOs advocated for children’s protection. Children are deprived of their basic human rights and they need the support of Governments. The issue of children affected by armed conflicts and child soldiers was mentioned several times. Child labour was another issue often mentioned, as well. In particular: 

MADRE referred to infant mutilation.

Netherlands Organisation for International Development Co-operation asked the CHR to take actions towards the Government of Indonesia regarding illegal adoptions and trafficking in children, due to situation post-Tsunami.

United Nations Association of San Diego asked the Independent Expert on the study on violence against children to pay close attention to the plight of children in China. Falun Gong is a shocking example of violation of children’s rights. The Chinese police have been persecuting millions of Falun Gong practitioners  for the last five years, breaking millions of families via police killings, abduction, arbitrary detentions, and enslavement in forced labour camps, and causing countless children to lose their parents, in many cases both of them. It said that children are become the direct target of Chinese police’s violence.

World Young Women’s Christian Association and Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom expressed concern for children in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where they are used to extract diamonds or other precious minerals.

Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions raised concerns about inheritance rights of women and young girls. This right is widely denied to women and young girls, which increases their vulnerability to poverty, homelessness and violence. The COHRE’s research on inheritance rights in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East documents the reality that the majority of women, regardless their age or marital status, cannot own or inherit land, housing and other property in their own right. Instead women and young girls are entirely dependent on their relationship to a male. It stressed the fact that violence against women and young girls is a direct result of their inability to equally inherit or own or even access housing and land. 

United Nations Watch spoke about Darfur. It claimed that rape is the most odious crime and it is a crime against humanity constituting a serious attack on human dignity. Thousands of young girls have been victimised in Darfur. It urged the CHR to do something for these victims.

