Tuesday, 12 April 2005 - Plenary session


Item 14, specific groups and individuals: migrant workers, minorities, mass exoduses and displaced persons, and other vulnerable groups and individuals, and item 16, report of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, were addressed. 


Ms. Gabriela Rodriguez Pizarro, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants (item 14), said that the situation of women and children is one of particular concern to her office, as well as the increase in trafficking. She noted that, in particular, the unaccompanied child is extremely vulnerable and easy prey to criminal organizations.


Ms. Sheikha Hessa Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani, Special Rapporteur on disabilities of the Commission for Social Development (item 14), noted that only 2% of disabled children in the developing world receive an education. Ms. Ahmed al-Thani said that issues relating to women and children generally do not include those who have disabilities. In particular, she gave the example of UNICEF. She brought attention to the need to develop the full rights of the disabled. 


Mr. Soli Sorabjee, Chairperson of the fifty-sixth session on the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (item 16), underlined that the Sub-Commission is considering reports and is working on the conditions of women and the girl-child. 


In Romania’s speech, trafficking in women and children was given the foremost attention. The Romanian government is deeply engaged in the protection of women and children with special focus on prevention and rehabilitation. Preventing trafficking is a priority on their government’s agenda, with already approved legislation to fight child trafficking. Monitoring centers and rehabilitation centers have been set up. Romania highlighted that education is the key to preventing trafficking and they have introduced campaigns against trafficking in primary and secondary school, as well as a mass media campaign that is aired nationwide. As a result of these campaigns, the number of trafficked persons has been reduced and emphasis has been placed on the special needs of children. Romania made it clear that this is not only a country by country duty, but a regional and international obligation.


Armenia has introduced into their primary and secondary education a unit in minority cultural practices.


Honduras is working on protecting women and children from the dangers of trafficking.


Peru reaffirmed their commitment to eradicate trafficking and has set up working groups with representatives from various government offices and civil society with help from UNICEF and the ILO.


The Indonesian government has passed a law to protect against trafficking.


Kenya addressed their duty to protect women and children from trafficking and is thinking of ratifying certain treaties in order to protect them.


Ireland wished to point out that women and child victims of trafficking need to be approached through a human rights violation not a transnational violation. The victims must be protected and fully assisted in their social and psychological recovery.


Sri Lanka has strengthened the support offered by the State to families of migrant workers in order to protect children. They have also made special efforts to protect the children affected by the tsunami disaster. IDP (internally displaced persons) camps have been set up, as well as education initiatives to protect children. National institutions have been set up to protect children.


Ethiopia, Mexico (on behalf of GRULAC), Finland, and Ecuador noted that there is an need to pay more attention to women and children migrant workers, as was noted in the Special Rapporteur’s report.  


According to Cuba, the USA has been murdering and preventing the health and education of Cuba would be Cuban emigrants (Cubans who are thinking of leaving Cuba and die in transit). The USA’s Cuban Adjustment Act has gone unpunished for the trafficking of migrants, including women and children.


According to UNAIDS, 500,000 children are in need of treatment for AIDS and 14 million children have been orphaned as a result of AIDS. UNAIDS calls for the implementation to protect rights of HIV/AIDS minors, including the right to be tested, social services, and healthcare. 


Poland noted that a disproportionate amount of women and girls are affected by HIV/AIDS all around the world, especially the sub-Saharan region. The situation of children under 15 is worsening with an estimated 2.2 million children living with AIDS. The Resolution on Human Rights in the Protection of HIV/AIDS should have a focus on women and children.


The Croatian government has established schools for children with disabilities and offers funds and allowances for the families of those children.

    
El Salvador is working jointly with UNICEF on an awareness campaign on trafficking in children.


Thailand has established an office for combating trafficking in women and children and has made an alliance with Australia and Indonesia to help combat trafficking. 

 
In their joint statement, the Franciscans International, Dominicans for Justice and Peace, and the Dominican Leadership Conference, stressed the need for anti-trafficking policies and that trafficked persons should be protected and offered adequate care. Early marriage was pointed out as one of the horrible outcomes of migration.


Women and girls, as well as the elderly and the sick, are often treated worse as displaced persons according to Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers) and Amnesty International.


Médicins du Monde said that the situation of women and children in the refugee camps in Darfur is worsening. 


In their right to reply, Cyprus, with information fro UN peacekeeping troops, said that Greek children living in Turkish occupied Cyprus are subject to extreme censored education and that the secondary school often has trouble functioning and is subject to extreme scrutiny by Turkey. Therefore, the right to an education is being denied.  

