Thursday, 31st  of March 2005, 17.30 pm
Informal meeting with the Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty, Mr. Arjun Sengupta (organised by CONGO)

The purpose of this meeting was an exchange of information between NGOs attending it and the Independent Expert against extreme poverty and was lead by Renate Bloem, president of CONGO.

The Independent Expert said that this is a new mandate for him and that his first report contains definitions of poverty and extreme poverty; it explores how this definition can be linked to human rights and suggests a few concrete actions in order to eradicate poverty. 

He mentioned three fundamental aspects that he wants to analyse and see how they can be connected so that extreme poverty could be eliminated. These three aspects are: extreme poverty; right to development and social exclusion.

He pointed out that the dogma about equivalence of extreme poverty and violation of human rights is not always accepted. In fact, it is possible to have extreme poverty without human rights’ violations and vice versa. It is true that the violation of human rights can be the fundamental to the occurrence of extreme poverty, but they are two different categories.

Moreover, he explained the problem of social exclusion, where for instance, one person could be poor not only because he does not have financial income, but also because he belongs to a minority group. This affirmation depends on countries: for example, in India financial income and social exclusion are both a problem, but it is not like this everywhere. Therefore, the Independent Expert underlined the necessity to follow different approaches according to different countries in order to collect information about extreme poverty. 

He also wanted to know from NGOs attending the meeting what kind of questions he should be asking in their countries or what kind of criteria he should use in order to gather information on this issue.

The issues that were raised included:

· the problem of recognition of the right to development; 

· the problem of human dignity and the eradication of poverty with dignity;

· the problem of the right of the poor to have medical support;

· the problem of indigenous people, considered as the poorest people;

· the problem of women’s poverty.

