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    Plenary Session 36th meeting 3.00 p.m.
Item 12: Integration of the human rights of women and the gender perspective: 

(a) Violence against women
Members
States that explicitly mentioned children (mainly girls) were the following:

Nigeria, stressed the various policy measures introduced by the government to tackle existing vices such as the problem of girl-child domestic labor, and the trafficking of women for prostitution. He added that harmful traditional cultural practices such as female genital mutilation have been outlawed. The Women Trafficking and Child Labor Eradication Foundation (WOTCLEF) and the National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) have been established to combat all incidents associated with the abuse and trafficking of women. The overall implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) also includes the promotion and protection of the rights of the girl-child as well as mothers.
Mexico (on behalf of GRULAC), welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children.
Lithuania (on behalf of the Baltic and Nordic States), underlined the importance of the international cooperation between States in the issue of trafficking in persons and especially in women and children.
Burkina Faso pointed out the fact that from a total of 52% of all school aged children that attend school 47% are girls.

Qatar emphasized their commitment to combat the crime of trafficking in persons, especially women and children. Therefore a strategy to combat trafficking in persons was drafted by a joint governmental committee in 2003.
The representative added that in 2003 was established the Quatari Institution for Child and Women Protection which aims at protecting children and women from perverted practices either at home, work or society and the Centre for family consultations which assists families to overcome their problems.

The representative of the United States stressed that one of the worst forms of abuse is human trafficking; a crime of exploitation that treats women and young girls as commodities.

A small but truly heinous aspect of sexual exploitation involves children, and again girls are the primary victims. The U.S. stressed that thy passed a law to allow for prosecution of Americans who travel abroad to have sex with minors. Operation Predator - a program to identify, investigate, and arrest child sex predators – has led to 4300 arrests, including several individuals involved in child sex tourism. 
At this year’s Commission on the Status of Women, the United States introduced a resolution on “Eliminating Demand for Trafficked Women and Girls for All Forms of Exploitation”, adopted by consensus with 5o co-sponsors. She further added that it was the firs UN resolution to focus on the demand side of human trafficking and it acknowledges the important link between commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking in women and girls.

India underlined the marked positive trend in the Gross Enrolment Ratio indicator for girls at primary and middle school levels. The representative added that the care of the girl child in the areas of health and nutrition, education and economic potential constitutes a major focus of state policy. The 86th Constitution Amendment Act – which makes free and compulsory education for children between the age group of 6 to 14 years a fundamental right - has come into force. This, India said, is a historic step towards the realization of the universal right to education in India, which will also have profound effect on the girl child.
Luxembourg (on behalf of the European Union) mentioned in its statement the Secretary General’s report of 9 February 2005 to the Security Council on children and armed conflicts. In that report he singled out the gender-based violence suffered by young girls in armed conflicts. The practice of rape and the use of girls as sex slaves are listed among the most serous atrocities committed against children in conflicts. As proposed in the Secretary General’s, a mechanism should be devised to monitor commission of such crimes and to report and verify information on violations perpetrated against children in armed conflicts. Luxembourg added that beyond armed conflict situations, additional protective and preventive measures are needed if violence against women and girls is to be eliminated. 
The following states very briefly mentioned the trafficking of women and girls without going into more details: Ukraine, Indonesia, South Africa, Germany, Russian Federation, Eritrea, Bhutan, Japan.
