Wednesday 30 March AM, Plenary Session
Item 10: Economic, social and cultural rights

Interactive Dialogue
Mr. Jean Ziegler, Special Rapporteur on the right to food, emphasized that, in spite of the promises made by governments at the World Food Summits held in 1996 and 2002, as well as the promises contained in the MDGs, the hunger has increased every year since the 1996 World Food Summit. He added that more than 17.000 children under the age of 5 die every day from hunger-related diseases. This means that more than 5 million children will be killed by hunger-related diseases by the end of this year. 
Then, the SR highlighted a number of situations which represented violations of the human right to food. He mentioned the situation in Iraq where the acute malnutrition amongst children under the age of 5 has almost doubled, as a result of the war led by the coalition forces. More than a quarter of Iraqi children are suffering from chronic undernourishment (they were 3% before the US intervention) and mortality levels are increasing due to food and health problems. He also mentioned the Palestinian Occupied territories, in which the malnutrition of children under 5 is increasing, threatening them of disability. 
Members
The representative of Eritrea stressed the work of his government for the promotion, protection and consolidation of the economic, social and cultural rights, and added that Eritrea signed signed the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural rights, as well as the Conventions on Woman and children.

The representative of Mauritania highlighted several actions and programs taken in his country in favor of the children’s economic, social and cultural rights. He indicated that vaccination campaigns of the children were carried out each year, and that the rate of vaccination against the principal diseases varies from 81 to 99 %. He also mentioned a law, adopted in 2001, bearing on the obligation of primary education teaching for all the children from 6 to 14 years.

The representative of Nepal stressed the role of education in every poverty alleviation program. He highlighted the efforts of his government towards increasing the enrolment of the children in primary education up to 90% by 2007, and providing universal access to quality basic education by 2015. He added that Nepal wants to ensure that all the children receive primary education, especially in their mother tongue without any discrimination. He also mentioned that his country is very sensitive to the fact that school places must have gender balance in terms of teaching staff and student enrolment. He finally informed that government has already made primary education free throughout the country and that textbooks are distributed for free to primary school children.
The representative of Kenya also talked about education, stressing that primary education has been free since 2003 to encourage children to go to school.

Observers

The representative of Kuwait also stressed the importance of a free and obligatory school teaching for the well being of the children. 
