Tuesday, 29 March 2005 AM, Plenary Session

Item 9: Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, including (a) question of the human rights in Cyprus

Interactive Dialogue

Mr Vitit Muntarbhorn, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, talked a lot about the food and nutrition situation in the DPRK. He mentioned that the situation concerning the food crisis has improved, but he insisted on the fact that the country still needs humanitarian emergency assistance. He said that 6.4 millions members of the population, particularly women, children and the elderly benefits from the aid. Moreover, according to a recent nutrition survey carried out by UN agencies, there is a decline of the malnutrition among children, but the rate of malnutrition is still high. However, the food crisis of mid 1990 has pushed many women and children to leave their homes in search of food elsewhere. On this subject, the SR  specified that many of those who have crossed the borders to find basic necessities have become in the process victims of trafficking. 

The Special Rapporteur pointed out that the DPRK was a party to 4 key human rights treaties, in which the Convention on the Right of the child. In 2004, the government allowed members of the Committee on the Rights of the child to visit the country and assess the children’s rights situation there. The SR considered that as a constructive element, but encouraged the country to be even more open to human rights actors. 

The representative of Myanmar emphasized that his country is in full cooperation with the UNHCR in its efforts to reintegrate the returnees in the mainstream of the community. He mentioned initiatives instituted to empower women and girls aiming at the promotion of basic social and economic rights of the returnees. He also evoked a children literacy training programme, run by the UNHCR, intended for the returnees.

Item 10: Economic, social and cultural rights

Interactive Dialogue

The representative of Cuba denounced the unjust order prevailing in the world and gave some figures to illustrate her statement: She pointed out that 11 millions of children under 5 years of age die every year and 600 000 poor women die at the childbirth. She also mentioned that in Latin America, 20 millions of children endure cruel exploitation and work on the street instead of going to school. She finally highlighted that 3 millions of children could receive free education for life in an underdeveloped country with the money allocated to the manufacture of a fighter plane.

