A summary of issues of relevance to Children’s Rights that were raised during 

The 61 session, 32nd meeting of 

Commission on Human Rights
4th of April 2005

The issue discussed at this meeting was item 11, Civil and political rights, including the questions of: (a) Torture and detention; (b) Disappearances and summary executions; (c) Freedom of expression; (d) Independence of the judiciary, administration of justice, impunity; (e) Religious intolerance; (f) States of emergency; (g) Conscientious objection to military service. Due to a lack of seats for NGO's, and thereby also earphones, I was unable to attend the meeting before 16:00. Child related issues were mentioned only by a minority of the speakers and in a more general way. The following Special Rapporteurs held statements at the meeting, after 16:00 : 
Ms. Leila Zerrougui, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitary Detention, held a statement which was followed by questions and/or comments from the following countries:
Latvia,

China,

Luxemburg (EU),

U.S.A,

Cuba

Ms.Asma Jahangir, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, highlighted the issue of the right to wear religious symbols. She mentioned that the working group is planning a visit to France in order to look at the situation for children in schools. The statement was followed by questions and/or comments from the following countries:
Nigeria,

Peru,

Argentina,

Pakistan,

Australia,

Switzerland,

Norway,

Brazil

Iran

The following NGOs made statements at this meeting :

International Federation of Human Rights Leagues,

World Organisation against Torture,

Joint statement: Coordinating Board of Jewish Organisations and B'nai Brith Internaional, mentioned that children around the world have been attacked for their Jewish beliefs. They also mentioned that synagogues have been attacked. They underlined that these are actions that should be seen as violations on the Rights to freedom of religion or beliefs. 
Organisation internationale pour le droit ل l'education et la liberté d'enseignement,

Association for the Prevention of Torture,

Centre Europe- Tiers Monde,

World Federation of Trade Uniouns,

Human Rights Watch,

Organisation of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America,

United Nations Watch,

Colombian Commission of Jurists,

Joint Statement: International Commission of Jurists and Redress,

International Association against Torture,

American Association of Jurists.

