A summary of relevance to Children’s Rights that were raised during

The 61st session, 20th meeting of

Commission on Human Rights

30th of March, 2005

The item discussed at this meeting was item 10 :“Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”. Issues of relevance to child rights were brought up by a number of speakers.

The following observers held statements at the meeting:

World Health Organization,
Venezuela,

UNAIDS, underlined that 1/6 of children in the African countries where HIV/aids is most widely spread, will be orphans due to aids. They highlighted the importance of having access to medicine and healthcare, as well as providing assistance to vulnerable groups such as women and girls. They also mentioned the importance of education to stop the spreading of HIV/aids.

Algeria , 
Azerbaijan, 

Morocco, 

Cameroon, 

UNESCO, mentioned that the inequalities in the education of girls and boys have to be eradicated and underlined that they aim to ensure education is for all, and end all forms of discrimination in education.

Portugal,

Holy See,

African Union, 
Senegal, highlighted the importance of education and has worked very hard for education, particularly young girls. 

Joint Statement: International Commission of Jurists, Amnesty International and Colombian of Jurists, 
Joint Statement: Dominicans Justice, Dominican Leadership Conference and Pax Christi International, mentioned that children in the Philippines have been suffering from diseases due to the U.S. military’s activities. They asked for a Special Rapporteur to investigate the human right violations and impacts of contaminants deposed by the U.S. Navy. They also asked for compensation and medical assistance for the victims.

Joint statement: Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas and National Union of Jurists of Cuba,

Joint Statement: International Federation of University Women, Pan Pacific and South East Asia Women’s Association International, Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children, Women’s International Zionist Organization, International Council Jewish of Women, World Council of Catholic Women’s Organizations, Soroptimist International, Femmes Africa Solidarite, Zonta International, Socialist International Women, Federation of American Women’s Clubs Overseas and All India Women’s Education Fund Association, mentioned the importance of parental care being divided evenly amongst parents. This enables young mothers to attend school. They also underlined that all forms of discrimination in education should be eradicated.

Joint statement: Association of World Education and International Humanist and Ethical Union, mentioned the humanitarian crisis in Sudan. They underlined that men, women and children have lost their homes and been victims of rape and violence, and asked for all possible assistance and actions to be taken to end these violations.

International Federation of Human Rights Leagues,

World Organisation against Torture,

Franciscans International,

Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, highlighted the fact that approximately a hundred thousand children are homeless due to evictions in India.

International Organization for the Development of Freedom of Education,

International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements,

Centre Europe- Tiers Monde,

Organisation of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
American Association of Jurists, 

Transnational Radical Party, highlighted the current situation in Laos, where access to health and education is very poor. They mentioned that 40% of children are underweight and that 1/3 of the children aged 6 to 8 do not attend any form of education.
FIAN – Foodfirst Information and Action Network
International Women’s Rights Action Watch,

Federacion de Asociaciones de Defensa y Promocian de los Derechos Humanos,

International Fellowship of Reconciliation, mentioned that education in Tibet is controlled by China and undermines the Tibetan culture. She explained that Tibetan students are taught in Chinese and that only 31% of Tibetan children have access to compulsory education. She asked the Chinese government to respect the Tibetan language and introduce a curriculum which respects the Tibetan culture.

Japanese Worker’s Committee for Human Rights,

Movement against Racism and for a Friendship among Peoples,

Federación Mundial de la Juventud Democrátia,

EarthJustice,

Centro Estudios Sobre la Juventud, mentioned that the young generation in Cuba endeavours to raise educational levels, but the U.S. trade-blockade makes this hard.

Libération,

Habitat International Coalition,

Jubilee Campaign, underlined that the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea should stop using food as a weapon. They urged the DPRK government to stop their policy of giving soldiers food first, and instead give it first to children younger than five years. They also asked for the DPRK’s recognition of their need for humanitarian support.

Sociedad Cultural José Marti,

International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples,

Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights,

Centro de Estudios Europeos,

Lutheran World Federation,

Centrist Democratic International,

Organization of African Trade Union Unity,

Society for Threatened Peoples,

International Federation for the Protection of the rights of the Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and other Minorities,

Mouvement international ATD Quart Monde,

World Peace Council.

