A summary of issues discussed at the 

Children’s Human rights morning briefing

6th of April, 2005
The issue discussed at the Morning briefing was “The UN study on Violence Against Children- children in conflict with the law”. Members from the NGO advisory Panel and the UN Panel were present to explain the work they are carrying out and answer questions. 

Julia Ekstedt opened the meeting at 09:05 and gave a brief update on how the negotiations concerning the Omnibus resolution are proceeding. She explained that the EU and GRULAC groups still do not have a common draft to present, but that it hopefully will have been completed by Thursday, April 7 or Friday April 8.She also mentioned that the voting has been postponed to the 13th  of April, originally set for the 8th . 

It was mentioned that the reason for this postponement is that EU aims at shortening the text and thereby take out vulnerable groups such as migrant workers, and children living and working on the street, which the GRULAC wants to keep in the text.

The members of the UN Advisory Panel on the study on violence against children then explained their work and concerns. They explained that they have had a meeting for two days with experts from different countries. These experts  presented the issues of violence against children in their countries.

They explained that much effort was put into finding the key issues and key recommendation that the independent experts should cover. Examples of these issues are violence in pre-trial detention, violence in juvenile detention centres, violence of parents, corporal punishment,  

It was explained that, through discussions, these problems have been narrowed down to the following key problems/responses:

Problems: 1..The failure of care and protection systems is bringing children in conflict with the law. 2. A majority of children in the juvenile system do not belong there. 3. Children face a high risk of being subjected to violence in every part of the justice system. 4.There is a miss-use and over-use against children in the justice system.5.The impunity and violence in the justice system increases the violence against children.

Responses. 1. Prevent children to get in conflict with the law in the first place. 2. Decriminalise antisocial and survival behaviour. 3. Ensure that every nation has a child justice system.4. Diversion should be seen as a first response in justice systems. 5.Ensure the accountability on perpetrators of violence against children.

It was mentioned that it is extremely important to make sure that the actions taken from governments are followed up. A way to do this is to emphasise that the investments made by the government to prevent children to get in conflict with the law in protection and prevention,  are much more cost effective than not taking these measures in the long run. It was also mentioned that there is currently no good reporting system to monitor children in juvenile justice systems. Systematic reports from governments are needed containing information on complaints made by children.

The issue of children’s situation in Morocco was brought up. It was underlined that there is a lack of well educated judges and social workers. It was said that there is an urgent need for expertise training of actors in juvenile justice systems, such as court personnel. This key issue was also mentioned by many at this morning briefing including a representative covering the violence against children in the Philippines. The importance of de-criminalising all the street children, who today are being sentenced in the same way as adults and other children, even though their behaviour might be a last way to survive, was also a key issue mentioned by many.

The member of the UN advisory Panel covering Turkmenistan brought up the problem of lack of facilities for child detainees and mentioned that they are commonly being imprisoned with adults. She also highlighted the lack of cooperation from government which makes it difficult to gain access to the detention-centres

A representative from DCI highlighted that the subgroup on juvenile justice wants to take an active role in the study of juvenile justice. He mentioned that the subgroup on juvenile justice in Palestine are going  organise a conference “No kids behind bars” in Bethlehem on 30th June till the 2nd of July.

The meeting closed at 09:55.

