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Children’s rights in the African context

Participating: Sub-group on Children in Armed and the African Group

Jennifer Philpot-Nissen from Quakers, noted that the Sub-group was focusing on the Resolution on the Abduction of Children in Africa.
She noted that for the 2003 resolution, there was little NGO input and only the African governments drafted the resolution. In 2004, the Quakers started to engage themselves for this resolution on the Abduction of Children in Africa by inviting some key NGO’s and some African governments to participate.

She points out that this year, a list of questions from NGO’s was forwarded to the governments. The Quakers also invited some African governments for lunch, and this lobby strategy worked very well to open some doors on this issue. Jennifer underlined the importance to start early before the beginning of the CHR to work with the governments and also to keep pressure throughout the year on this issue.

Jennifer distributed last year’s text of the resolution since she didn’t want to share the current text of the resolution. Then she compared last year’s resolutions with this year’s by only pointing out the core element that had changed.

Jennifer specially mentioned paragraph 13 of last year’s resolution “Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, within existing resources, to organize subregional consultations which will provide a framework for gathering research, expertise and information from each subregion, and for sensitizing political actors and networking among public authorities and civil society, including non-governmental organizations.” 

According to Jennifer, this means that nothing is going to be done since the OHCHR has no available resources to support such an activity. This year’s resolution needs therefore a budget attached to it for its fact-finding missions. 

In relation to this Jennifer adds that there is a lack of data on the issue of abduction of children in Africa. The only existing database is the one from UNICEF from northern Uganda.

Another important change in this years draft is the inclusion of a definition of abduction.  It was important to add this, she said, now everyone knows what he or she is talking about.

Jean Pascal, from the Congo-Brazzaville Permanent Mission talked mainly from the government’s perspective. He mentioned the importance to work closely with the Quakers because of their expertise on this issue and the possibility to share information and take advantage from their field experience in Africa. He adds that it is sometimes difficult to receive information from its own government.

Jean Pascal would like to have the resolution adopted on consensus as last year and he encourages all who have a stake in this issue to give inputs and ideas and to contact him.

