A summary of issues discussed at the 

Children’s Human rights morning briefing

30th of March 2005
The topic discussed this morning was “Omnibus resolution on the rights of the child- the development of this years negotiations”. The meeting was opened at 09:10 by Julia Ekstedt. 

Elaine Ryan, from the Luxemburg delegation, explained how the negotiations have been prepared and upcoming proceedings. She also explained that the first draft was prepared within the Luxemburg mission and was negotiated with their partners. The draft was then presented to the GRULAC group, where negotiations are currently taking place in order to compromise on a draft that will be shared with the rest of the regional groups to then be voted upon. 

The EU (Luxemburg), she mentioned, aims to shorten the resolution and keep the most operational parts of the text.

Julia explained that the GRULAC group wants to build on last year’s resolution, meanwhile EU is proposing a new structure more adapted to the General Assembly resolution.

The matter of how the inclusion of vulnerable groups is done was also discussed. Julia underlined that some delegations are not keen on repeating text and issues that are included in other resolutions. However, others argued that it is important to highlight these issues also in the omnibus resolution, to guarantee more impact.

Julia presented the alternative text of the NGO Group on the Rights of the Child. She presented different thematic areas, and asked for comments and questions. 

A member from the working group on children without parental care raised the importance of including suggestions to the CRC Committee’s guidelines on children without parental care, as suggested in the Alternative text. 

A delegate from Romania was concerned with the status of children in international adoption. He highlighted the importance of regular reporting back to the sending country, in order to assure that the children are not exploited in any way.

The issue of children in prison with their mothers was also brought up. It was said that this is an issue in many countries and that child rights are often violated in this area. 

Regarding the section on health, a proposal was given to include issues on prevention, and not only corrective matters.

A representative from an NGO in Tibet mentioned that he would like to have included proposals on culture sensitiveness and the recognition of traditions in the section on education,

In the section on child labour, to define that child prostitution is not considered work, and this is not clear in the actual text.

Elaine Ryan underlined that the draft that is being negotiated on may look very different when it is presented to open groups. However, she also mentioned that the inclusion of vulnerable groups would look similar to last year’s resolution.

Julia concluded by asking the EU to inform us when the EU- GRULAC draft is adopted to be able to participate in the open negotiations with the other regional groups.

The meeting closed at 10:05.

