A summary of issues discussed at the 

Children’s Human rights morning briefing

5th of April, 2005
The issue discussed at the morning briefing was “Protection from torture” with the Special Rapporteur on Torture, Mr. M Nowak.

Mr M Nowak began by explaining that his report focuses on various groups including children. He mentioned that he greatly appreciates the help from NGOs to bring attention to children being subjected to torture. However, he underlined that very few cases of child torture have been presented to the work group.

Mr. M Nowak then asked for questions/comments concerning his work.

It was mentioned that at present, there is no highlight on specific groups, like children and refugees and that it would be useful if the report could highlight vulnerable groups to a further extent. 

Mr. M Nowak explained that his visits to countries include visits to detention centres. He said that the protection of the rights of minors is a priority, and he cooperates with local NGO’s to get information on violations against the protection from torture of minors. He specifically mentioned the right to protection from torture of the girl child in prison. He underlined that he is interested in broadening the definition of torture, and mentioned that children being in prison with their parents is a possible case of violations against the right to protection from torture. However, he underlined that he has received little information of this kind of violation and hopes this is an indication that it is not common.

The Special Rapporteur explained that he was hoping to visit Mongolia, Nepal, and China this year. As soon as the dates are set, he is planning to send letters to the human rights community to get information concerning the issue of torture in these specific countries.

The Special Rapporteur was asked if he is planning any visits to South America and replied that he would be happy to go there if he had clear cases that he could present to the governments. He explained that this is helpful in order for him to ask a government for an invitation. He said that if he received detailed information of violations of children’s right to protection from torture, he would gladly send these allegations under his mandate to the concerned governments.

The issue of corporal punishment being seen as torture was brought up and Mr. M Nowak mentioned that he would be happy to get a request from the commission to do a global study on corporal punishment, which he though was within the mandate of Protection from Torture.

The situation of children whose parents have been left behind when their parents have been imprisoned or killed due to their practise of Falun-gong was brought up. Mr. M Nowak explained that this issue is high on the agenda when he visits China. He also mentioned that he is in need of well documented specific cases in order to investigate them deeply.

The meeting closed at 09:50.

