Friday, 8th of April 2005: Agenda item 12 & 13

Item 12 – Integration of the human rights of women and the gender perspective: (a) Violence against women.

NGO Statements 

Liberal International, mentioning the rights of women in Cuba, said that women have to bring their children to the countryside to do farm work in very poor conditions. Afterwards, the representative of LI cited a case of an old parliamentarian, Ms. Molina, who didn’t get the permission to cross the boarders to go and visit her son living in Buenos Aires. 

Nord-Sud XXI referred to the situation of women and young girls in Equatorial Guinea. Many young girls are trafficked to Europe for prostitution, especially to Spain. In addition, it said that, for political reasons, many women and children are in prison in extreme conditions.

United Nations Association of San Diego talked about situation in China, and above of all about Falun Gong.

Item 13 –  The Rights of the Child

Mr. Juan Miguel Petit, Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography submitted his conclusion to the Commission of Human Rights. The report is a thematic report and it focuses on child pornography on the Internet, which aims to raise awareness on this topic. It is based on the information received from Governments, international organisations, and NGOs in reply to a questionnaire sent by the SR (information was received from 51 countries).

He said that Internet created unprecedented opportunities and hosts an alarming quantity of child pornographic materials. Despite this, many countries still do not have legislation on this matter and this exposes children to the risk of abuse. The SR highlighted the necessity to protect all children under the age of 18 and he recommended the ratification of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. An important issue for the SR is the role of credit card companies, which have an enormous power in this matter. He explained that only with their cooperation will it be possible to stop the business of online child pornography: the credit card companies have to make all possible efforts to avoid accepting payment for child pornography web sites. Afterwards, the SR spoke about his mission to Paraguay and to Romania.

Interactive dialogue:

The representative of Paraguay thanked the report of SR underlining his utility in order to improve the legal national system on child protection. He mentioned some examples of improvements of his legislation, such as the children’s code, the plan for eradication of child sexual exploitation and the bill to criminalise child pornography.  Moreover, he said that on the 6th April 2005, the Minister of Education launched a national campaign on the right of identity, supported by UNICEF and other NGOs.

The representative of Romania mentioned some positive changes in its legislation for the protection of children’s rights. A National Authority for child protection and a National Office for children’s adoption have been established. Regarding prevention, the government keeps monitoring legal institutions, 51 regions of Romania are under investigation and precise guidelines have been adopted in order to fight trafficking in children.

However, there are still big problems in Romania, such as child exploitation, child prostitution, trafficking in children and social exclusion. 

Luxembourg, speaking on behalf of the European Union, asked the SR what mechanisms needed to strengthen cooperation to fight against child pornography.  Costa Rica asked for what actions needed to be taken to raise awareness about crime on the Internet. Haiti asked how to cooperate between developed and developing countries. Finally, Cuba highlighted the issue of trafficking in children for organs. 

The SR does not have concrete answers to all these questions. He underlined the novelty of child pornography and cybernetic crimes, and consequently, he recommended to build a civil awareness and to have an educational approach especially for policemen on these crimes. In the end, the SR welcomed the problem raised by Cuba, which is a problem affecting many different countries and he has just said that society must be on the alert.

The next speaker was Mr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, Independent Expert leading the Secretary-General’s study on violence against children. He explained how he gathered information to this subject: firstly, he circulated a questionnaire among Governments in March 2004 and 92 of them responded positively. Secondly, he circulated an indicative outline of the study report and he received more than 200 inputs from NGOs, agencies and networks from all over the world. Moreover, he sought to encourage children’s contribution. Many NGOs and organisations helped him in these tasks, among them Save the Children, UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, and International Labour Organisation. In addition, he worked with the Committee on the Rights of the Child, whose important role in this study was recognised. In 2004, he visited Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras with the purpose of collecting information on the situation of children and adolescents in conflict with the law, especially those involved in youth gangs, know as “pandillas” or “maras”. Talking with them, he realised that their lives were usually marked by overlapping experiences of deprivation of rights.

To sum up, he thanked those who gave financial contributions and he encouraged other States to follow their lead.

Member States 

All states recognised that children are the future and first victims of violations of rights.  Today’s statement mostly focussed on one or several of the following issues: trafficking in children; children affected by poverty; the situation of children in armed conflict; child labour; sexual exploitation of children and juvenile violence. Furthermore, some delegations whished that this year's Omnibus Resolution be adopted by consensus, and some others recognised the utility of the UN Study on violence against children. 
The following statements were the most interesting: 

The delegation of New Zealand (on behalf of Australia, Canada and New Zealand) called upon States to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child in order to make it the first human rights treaty universally ratified. It was concerned about children living without family support. Millions of them face abject poverty, hunger, malnutrition and exploitation and many others are facing such challenges alone or with inadequate support from their families, communities and States. It stressed the fact that the HIV/AIDS pandemic, armed conflicts and other trends are creating generations of orphans or children living without protection from adults. It encouraged the Committee on the Rights of the Child to develop guidelines in consultation with States for the consideration by the Commission on Human Rights.

Furthermore, he welcomed the ongoing progress of the Violence study by the Independent Expert and he expressed his support for the work of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution, and pornography. 

The delegation of Luxembourg (on behalf of European Union) urged Convention on the Rights of the Child and the two Protocols to be universally ratified. It also welcomed the work of UNICEF and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Then, it focused on two specific issues: 1) children affected by armed conflicts; 2) the situation of children living in poverty.

With regards to the first point, it called upon ending impunity of offenders, underlining the important role of the International Criminal Court; it also recalled that in 2004 the Office of Humanitarian Affairs gave 37 millions Euros in order to finance programs for children.

Regarding the second point, it recalled UNICEF’s report, according to which millions of children are living in poverty, and consequently deprived of water, food, health care, and education. Eleven million children die every year from lack of means and half of all children do not have access to drinking water. 

The delegation of Indonesia stressed the fact that children, as first victims of Tsunami, need to remain in their communities, in the care of the Government, their community and their extended family. Special attention must be paid to protect children from exploitation, discrimination and violence, as well as from trafficking. It also asked for a closer cooperation with Government institutions, religious organisations and UN agencies to effectively combat trafficking. It then enumerated all improvements made by its government, for instance: 

1) in 2002, the promulgation of the Law on Child Protection, in parallel to the declaration Indonesia made when ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child has been withdrawn; 

2) in 2004, its Government launched the National Programme for Children 2015, which addressed key issues, such as health and nutrition, basic 9 year education, HIV/AIDS and child protection;

3) in 2003, the Government enacted the Law on Labour of 2003 to incorporate the provisions of the ILO Convention n.182 on the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

Observer States

Many observer states focused on the problem of children affected by armed conflicts and children’s health.  However, numerous delegates only enumerated their government’s national programmes and efforts to promote children’s rights in their respective countries. 

The following statements were the most interesting:

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies gave a constructive statement. It highlighted the high number of orphaned children because of HIV/AIDS, and it attached special priority to the vulnerability of these orphans. It said that in the Southern Africa region, the ten Red Cross Societies have made support to orphans and other children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS (OVC) the top priority of this year. The approach they have adopted is guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Federation’s own guidelines on working wit OVC, and by the new Southern Africa regional Red Cross OVC Strategy. 

The Red Cross Societies and the International Federation are working together in collaboration with communities to provide an environment where children and their familes affected by HIV/AIDS can be supported and protected, and their rights can be realised. It said that they are working for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and especially Goal 6 on HIV/AIDS. Some of their representatives gave some examples of the above-mentioned: 

1) the Zimbabwe Red Cross Society is assisting a great number of OVC through their integrated HIV/AIDS programme which includes home based care, prevention, working with young, and OVC; 

2) the Botswana Red Cross has a mentoring programme for OVC where caring adult volunteers provide support to individual children – assisting them in their studies, providing a caring adult role model for the children, etc.

Additionally, it emphasised the need to work towards facilitating children’s access to antiretroviral therapy (ART) and treatment for opportunistic infections. It called upon the Commission on Human Rights and all National Human Rights Institutions to make this a priority.

The representative of Norway claimed that his Government is deeply concerned about abuse and violence against children, including killing and maiming of children, the recruitment and use of children as soldiers, and sexual violence against children. He asked for putting an end to impunity for those who abuse children; afterwards, he insisted on the rehabilitation of children in conflict and post-conflict situations, which should be a priority for national institutions.

The representative of Iraq said that the Government readopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child, despite the difficult situation. However, he asked the support and help of the entire international community, including UNICEF, for establishing a safe environment for their children. 

World Health Organization drew the attention to the high number of young children dying every year, and more than half a million women, including adolescent girls. They die during pregnancy or childbirth, of conditions that can be easily prevented or treated through readily available and affordable means. For these reasons, WHO urged the Commission on Human Rights to pay attention to this situation, and in the light of this year’s World Health Report, to be launched on World Health Day. it said that the themes chosen are maternal and child health and the slogan is “make every mother and child count”.
In its statement, UNICEF paid particular attention to girls, saying that in many parts of the world, girls are abandoned, abused, exploited or neglected because of gender-based discrimination. It said that children’s rights to survival, protection and relationship cannot be achieved without the advancement of women’s rights. Moreover, it recalled the target made at the Millennium Summit to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005. Then, it recalled the growing number of children who are left without any other recourse than that of taking care of themselves. HIV/AIDS, conflicts and natural disasters are increasing the number of child-headed households, who are vulnerable to marginalisation, insecurity and exploitation. Therefore, it affirmed that UNICEF strongly support the decision of the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommending the drafting of UN Guidelines for the protection and alternative care of children without parental care and it urged the Commission on Human Rights to consider the issue during its current session.

International Labour Organization drew the Commission’s attention to the fourth World Day Against Child Labour, on 12 June 2005, which will focus on the plight of children who work in mines and quarries that are often dangerous and dirty, and can pose a grave risk to their health and safety. 

