8 April 2005 Morning Briefing on

CRC Committee up-coming issues

Participating: Mr. Jaap E Doek Chair of the CRC Committee

The Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Mr. Jaap E Doek, presented the tendencies and issues on the agenda of the Committee. 

He explained that the Committee went through new elections and that four new qualified members have been elected.

At the next session of the Committee, the new members will be introduced to the other members in order to get to know each other better. The idea of the next session is also to familiarise the new members with the UN-system and to go through various state reports and to consider reviewing reports made under the additional protocol on children in armed conflicts.

He added that the CRC has the approval of the General Assembly to spend more money for the two chamber sessions.

The Chair further explained that the Committee is trying to work on different general comments. One of the comments is on separated and unaccompanied children in collaboration with the UNHCR. They are currently waiting for final comments.

Another general comment the Committee is working on is the issue on early childhood. Finally, general comments will be done by the Committee members on juvenile justice and children with disabilities.

Concerning the Workshops, the Chair explained that the Treaties and Commission Branch of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, in cooperation with a host government, organises regional and sub-regional workshops to follow up on implementation of the concluding observations of the treaty bodies. The workshops focus on a number of countries within a region or sub-region. Participants at the workshops include governmental officials, representatives of national human rights institutions, non-governmental organisations and representatives of United Nations agencies, funds and programmes.        

The pilot workshop took place in Dammascus, and the second one took place in Bankok. The next one will take place in Buenos Aires and will include 11 countries of Latin America. Similar regional Workshops will also be organised in the African region. He stressed that recommendation or conclusions coming out of the Workshops are not really country specific.

A question was raised about the draft guidelines for reporting. So far, the Committee has prepared two sets of guidelines regarding the form and content of initial and periodic reports to be submitted by States parties. Both sets of guidelines request that the reports contain relevant legislative, judicial, administrative and other information, including statistical data, to give the Committee a good basis for its analysis. States parties are requested to give information about "factors and difficulties encountered" and "progress achieved". "Implementation priorities" and "specific goals" for the future are also requested.

Another question concerned the statistics included in the reports. Mr. Doek answered that many countries don’t even have statistics. For example, some states don’t know the number of disabled children living in the country or even the most basic figure about the number of children in the country. The lack of these core statistical figures means that countries don’t have the possibility to know if they are making progress or not.

Sometimes government figures and figures presented by NGOs differ greatly. 

The next question concerned the UN Reform and how Kofi Annan wants to reform the reporting by states and the human rights treaty bodies.

The Chair commented Annan’s idea to produce one report and document for all the treaties States are party to. In Doek’s opinion this is not a good idea because the reporting is not facilitated by putting every issue in one report.

He added that it was very difficult to come up with a new reporting system especially because some countries don’t want the reporting system to become more effective.

