Thursday, 7th of  April 2005, 1-2 pm: “Sexual exploitation of children - Child Pornography on the Internet”
Organised by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Melanie Gow, chair of the NGO Group for the CRC, who chaired the meeting, introduced speakers.
Mr. Juan Miguel Petit, the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child pornography spoke first and explained that a big problem in this area is that crime on the Internet often look like something distant from reality (South America) and far from some of the more urgent problems faced by children, such as access to health, education, food, etc. However, in the last 2 years, he recognised the great increase of cybernetic crime, which is not a new kind of crime, because this kind of crime against children existed before, but he that it is a new way to commit it.

The SR mentioned some ideas to fight against these crimes and he highlighted the most important one which is the cooperation among NGOs, national institutions and the private sector. He emphasised the fact that we should ask companies stop the enormous amount of money that circulates behind Internet. He insisted that only with cooperation will it be possible to identify the perpetrators of such crimes.

Vernon Jones, from Save the Children Denmark Hotline programme, talked about the difficulty in identifying child victims. Working with Interpol, a database has been set up to include photos of victims and in which there are 2000 emergencies. Out of 20,000 children, only 297 so far have been identified. It is possible to find perpetrators, but only when NGOs, Interpol, national law enforcement agencies, and social services co-operate and treat these cases as serious crimes. Psychological trauma is the next issue that needs attention. The effects of abuse and the fact that those photos, once on the Internet, can never be removed, can be very traumatic for children.

Ernie Allen, President & CEO of the International Centre for Missing & Exploited Children talked about the “Dublin Plan” and the Global Campaign to Combat Child Pornography which were created two years ago in occasion of a meeting with Interpol, Europol, Save the Children, and other organisations. The Dublin Plan established several key points: 1) in many countries, there was little knowledge about how to deal with such cases. Training courses were therefore organised around the world in order to create a specialised unit for these crimes; 2) a “Cyber Tip Line” was set up for Internet Service Providers (ISPs), for the public, etc. to report pornography; 3) plans for developing specialised expertise; 4) role of credit card companies: they should make it harder to purchase pornography over the Internet; 5) working on developing legislation. Relating to this point, Mr. Allen explained that  only 6 countries among 40 countries  they looked at have done any work in these areas.

Carmen Madriñan, Executive Director, ECPAT International and representative of NGO Group Against the Sexual Exploitation of Children of the NGO Group for the CRC talked about a new report that is being launched “Semantics or Substance?”. This book contains definitions of child prostitution, child sex tourism, child pornography, trafficking in children, child sexual abuse, paedophilia, commercial sexual exploitation of children, the worst forms of child labour, forced marriage, incest, adoption, female genital mutilation. At the end, she underlined the need to expand definitions of child pornography, including in it the new telephone technologies as well. 

