A summary of relevance to Children’s Rights that were raised during

The 61st session, 38th meeting of

Commission on Human Rights

7th of April, 2005

The item discussed at this meeting was item 12 :“Integration of human rights of women and the gender perspective: (a) Violence against women.”. Issues of relevance to child rights were brought up by a number of speakers.

The meeting began by a presentation of a draft proposals on items 5 and 6 which was followed by voting. Both resolutions were adopted. The draft proposal for item 15 was presented by the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. She mentioned who the cosponsors were and which changes that have been done in the amendment.

The main topics concerning child rights that were discussed at this meeting were the issue of trafficking and forced child marriages.

Concerning the issue of trafficking, a number of NGO's mentioned the importance of the erradication of this problem.The International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies mentioned the problem of trafficking as incresing the risk of HIV/AIDS to spread. The European Union of Public Relations brought up the issue of child sex-workers in Afghanistan, which is very poor. International Humanist and Ethnical Union highlighted the situation of Dahlit children, who are often forced into prostitution. Woman´s Voice International mentioned the poor situation of women in the DPRK that are forced into prostitution. Rural Reconstuction Nepal highlighted the problem of trafficking in Nepal. They also brought up the problem of forced child marriages.

The International Comitte for the Respect and the Application of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights also highlighted the issue of trafficking. They mentioned that tibetan women and children have to endure sexal and psysical torture. They also highligted the problem of forced abortion and forced sterilisation of women.

The issue of forced sterilisation was also highlighted by the Tebtebba Foundation.The World Young Women´s Christian Association highlighted the importance of Aids education and the access to information in order to prevent the spread of HIV/Aids. The International Volunatarism Organisation for Women´s Education and Development were worried about the sexual tourism in Thailand, Costa Rica and Brazil. They mentioned that poverty is the biggest reason to force women into trafficking.  

