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Thursday, March 24th: Agenda item 9 (a) 

Item 9: Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, including:

(a) Question of the human rights in Cyprus

The only representative of State who mentioned children’s rights in his statement was Mr. Mike Smith, Permanent Representative of Australia. He referred to violations of children’s rights in the context of three countries, namely Sudan, Burma and Iran. On Sudan he mentioned fail of the Government to punish perpetrators of crimes, especially widespread sexual violence (which women and girls are victims). He further condemned the use of child soldiers in Burma. Finally, he urged Iran to do more for the protection of women and children’s rights, especially in the judicial system. 

Further references to children under this item came from the following NGO’s representatives: 

Union des Juristes Arabes recalled the occupation of Iraq and the constant attack against women and children in many places, in particular in Fallujah. He accused the international community of adopting double standards in relation to Human Rights and asked for the nomination of a Special Rapporteur to assess the situation in Iraq. 

Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization denounced Human Rights violations perpetrated by Pakistan in the region of Baluchistan, against protests for autonomy in the region. Men, women and children were killed by the Pakistan army. 

Right of reply.

The Democratic Republic of North Korea (DPRK) in reply against Japan accused that country (and its Army) of the commission of serious crimes against North Korean nationals during the Second World War. Reference was made especially regarding the killing of 8.4 million of North Korean, as well as the rape of 200.000 women and girls during that war. 

NOTE: The session of this afternoon will be closed, therefore no NGO participation will be allowed. 

